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HB 0845 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to bionedical research; creating s.
215.5605, F.S.; creating the Center for Universal Research
to Eradicate Disease; providing intent and duties;
creating an advisory council; anending s. 215.5602, F.S.;
expandi ng the |l ong-term goals and funding of the Florida
Bi onedi cal Research Programto include the cure of

speci fied di seases; providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 215.5605, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:
215.5605 Center for Universal Research to Eradicate

Di sease.

(1) The Legislature finds that an estinated 128 mllion

Anericans suffer fromacute, chronic, and degenerative di seases

and that bionedical research is the key to finding cures for

t hese di seases that negatively affect all Floridians. The

Legi slature further finds that, while there is nuch research

bei ng conducted t hroughout this state and t hroughout the worl d,

there is a |lack of coordination of efforts anong researchers.

The Legislature, therefore, finds that there is a significant

need for a coordinated effort if the goal of curing disease is

to be achi eved. Myreover, the Legislature finds that the

bi onedi cal technol ogy sector neets the criteria of a high-inpact

sector, pursuant to s. 288.108, having a high i nportance to this

state’s econony with a significant potential for growth and

contribution to our universities and quality of life.

(2) It is the intent of the Legislature that Florida
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strive to becone the nation’s | eader in bionedical research and

conmmt itself to being the state to find cures for the nost

deadly and wi despread di seases. It is further the intent of the

Legi sl ature that there be a coordinated effort anbng the state’'s

public and private universities and the bionedical industry to

di scover such cures. Mdireover, it is the intent of the

Legislature to grow the state econony by attracting bi onedi cal

researchers and research conpanies to this state.

(3) There is established the Center for Universal Research
to Eradi cate Di sease, which shall be known as the " CURED.”

(a) The purpose of the center is to coordinate, inprove,

expand, and nonitor all bionedical research prograns within the

state, facilitate funding opportunities, and foster inproved

t echnol ogy transfer of research findings into clinical trials

and w despread public use.

(b) The goal of the center is to find cures for di seases

such as cancer, heart disease, |ung di sease, di abetes, and

neur ol ogi cal disorders, including Al zheiner’s di sease, epil epsy,

and Par ki nson’ s di sease.

(c) The center shall hold an annual bionedi cal technol ogy

sunmit in Florida to which bionedi cal researchers, bi onedical

t echnol ogy conpani es, business i ncubators, pharnaceuti cal

manuf acturers, and others around the nation and world are

invited to share bionedical research findings in order to

expedite the discovery of cures. Sunmmt attendees will be

required to cover the costs of such attendance or obtain

sponsorshi p for such attendance.

(d) The center shall encourage clinical trials in this

state on research that hol ds pronmi se of curing a di sease or

condition. The center shall facilitate partnershi ps bet ween
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researchers, treating physicians, and community hospitals for

t he purpose of sharing new techni ques and new research findi ngs,

as well as coordinating voluntary donations to ensure an

adequate supply of adult stemcells, cord bl ood, or other

ti ssues needed for bionedical research.

(e) The center shall al so encourage the discovery and

production in Florida of vaccines that prevent disease.

(f) The center shall nonitor the supply and demand needs

of researchers relating to stemcell research and other types of

human ti ssue research. If the center deternines that there is a

need for increased donation of hunan tissue, it shall notify

hospitals |licensed pursuant to chapter 395 that have entered

into partnership agreenents with research institutes conducting

stemcell research |located in the sane geographic region as the

researchers denmanding the stemcells or other tissues. Such

hospitals shall then inplenment prograns that encourage vol untary

donati ons of cord bl ood or other needed tissues.

(g) The center shall be funded through private, state, and

f ederal sources.

(h) The center shall serve as a registry of all known

bi omedi cal grant opportunities and nay assi st any public or

private bionedical research programin this state in preparing

grant requests.

(i) The center shall maintain a website with links to

peer -revi ewed bi onedi cal research. The website shall al so

contain a list of all known bionedical research bei ng conducted

in Florida and shall facilitate comruni cati on anong researchers

and other interested parties.

(j) The center shall submt an annual report to the

Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the
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House of Representatives no later than January 15 whi ch contains

recomrendati ons for |egislative change necessary to foster a

positive climate for bionedical research in this state.

(k) The duties of the center may be outsourced to a

private entity or state university.

(4) There is established within the center an advi sory

council which shall neet at | east annually.

(a) The council shall consist of the nenbers of the board

of directors of the Florida Research Consortium and at | east one

representative from

1. The Energi ng Technol ogy Comm ssi on.

Enterprise Florida, |Inc.
Bi oFl ori da.

The Fl ori da Bi onedi cal Research Advi sory Counci l
The Fl orida Medi cal Foundati on.

6 Phar maceuti cal Research and Manufacturers of America.

A Eal E A

(b) Menbers of the council shall serve w thout

conpensati on and each organi zati on represented shall cover al

expenses of its representative.

Section 2. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (1),
subsection (2), and paragraph (f) of subsection (10) of section
215.5602, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

215.5602 Florida Bionedical Research Program --

(1) There is established within the Departnment of Health
the Fl orida Bi onedi cal Research Program funded by the proceeds
of the Lawm on Chiles Endowrent Fund pursuant to s. 215.5601. The
pur pose of the Florida Bionedical Research Programis to provide
an annual and perpetual source of funding in order to support
research initiatives that address the health care probl ens of

Floridians in the areas of tobacco-rel ated cancer,
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cardi ovascul ar di sease, stroke, and pul nonary di sease. The | ong-

termgoals of the programare to:
(a) Inprove the health of Floridians by researching better

prevention, diagnoses, and treatnents, and cures for cancer,

cardi ovascul ar di sease, stroke, and pul nonary di sease.
(b) Expand the foundation of bionmedical know edge rel ating

to the prevention, diagnosis, and treatnent, and cure of

di seases related to tobacco use, including cancer,
cardi ovascul ar di sease, stroke, and pul nonary di sease.

(2) Funds appropriated for the Florida Bi onedi cal Research
Program shal | be used exclusively for the award of grants and
fell owshi ps as established in this section; for research

relating to the prevention, diagnosis, and treatnent, and cure

of di seases related to tobacco use, including cancer,
cardi ovascul ar di sease, stroke, and pul nonary di sease; and for
expenses incurred in the adm nistration of this section.

Priority shall be granted to research designed to prevent or

cure di sease.

(10) The council shall subnmt an annual progress report on
the state of bionedical research in this state to the Governor
the Secretary of Health, the President of the Senate, and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives by February 1. The
report nust include:

(f) Progress in the prevention, diagnosis, and treatnent,
and cure of diseases related to tobacco use, including cancer,
cardi ovascul ar di sease, stroke, and pul nonary di sease.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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