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HR 9115 2003
House Resol ution

A resolution urging Floridians to observe April as
National Mnority Health Mnth.

WHEREAS, despite considerable inprovenent in the overal
health of the residents of the United States, disparities stil
exi st anong African Anmericans, Hi spanics, Native Anericans,

Al aska Natives, Asians, and Pacific |Islanders as conpared to the
nation's popul ation as a whol e, and

WHEREAS, minorities are nore likely to die from cancer
cardi ovascul ar di sease, stroke, chem cal dependency, di abetes,
infant nortality, violence, and, in recent years, acquired
i mrunodefi ci ency syndrone, and

VWHEREAS, behavi oral and social sciences research has
i ncreased awar eness and understandi ng of factors associated with
health care utilization and access, patient attitudes toward
health services, and risk and protective behaviors that affect
health and illness, factors which have the potential to close
the health disparity gap in the United States, and

WHEREAS, National Mnority Health Month, |aunched in Apri
2001 by the United States Departnent of Health and Human
Servi ces, has been recogni zed by Congress as an inportant, well -
organi zed effort to elimnate health disparities in America, and

VWHEREAS, it behooves all residents of Florida to join
i ndi vidual s and groups across the country in an effort to raise
awar eness of mnority health disparities and to conmt to
elimnate this distressing problem NOW THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
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HR 9115 2003

32 That the House of Representatives expresses its concern

33| over the health disparities anong the nation's popul ati ons and
34| urges all Floridians to observe the nonth of April as National
35/ Mmnority Health Month by becom ng involved in efforts to bring
36| about awareness of this serious problemand to work to effect

37| lasting change.
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