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HR 9129 2003
House Resol ution

A resolution honoring the nmenory of Robert WIIiam

Saunders, Sr.

WHEREAS, referred to as "a trail bl azer who never conpl ai ned
about his task," Tanpa native Robert WIIiam Saunders, Sr., was
born June 9, 1921, seem ngly destined for alife of activismand
dedi cation to the struggle for human and civil rights, and

VWHEREAS, a graduate of George S. M ddl eton Hi gh School, Bob
Saunders earned an associate of arts degree from Bet hune- Cookman
Col | ege before being drafted into the United States Arny, where
he served as a sergeant in the Air Corps during Wrld VWar |
bef ore being awarded a bachelor of arts degree at the Detroit
Institute of Technol ogy and entering the University of Detroit
Law School, and

WHEREAS, Bob Saunders had received his introduction to the
NAACP as a newsboy during his school years in Tanpa, but not
until he left the Florida Sentinel as editor of his own col um
to join the Ceveland Call and Post at its Cincinnati office did
he begin his work with the NAACP, and

WHEREAS, considering hinself honored at the opportunity,
Bob Saunders served as the Field Secretary of the Florida
Chapter of the NAACP during the era of the nation's greatest
civil rights gains, having accepted the assignnment follow ng the
bombi ng death of his predecessor, Harry T. Moore, a position in
whi ch he worked closely with Thurgood Marshall, |ater the first
bl ack United States Suprene Court Justice, and wth Medgar
Evers, his Mssissippi counterpart, who too was assassi nated,

and
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WHEREAS, in 1966, Bob Saunders was appoi nted by President

Lyndon Johnson as Director of Equal Opportunity for the
Sout heast Region of the O fice of Econom c Cpportunity, and 10
years later, he returned to Tanpa to create the Hill sborough
County O fice of Equal Opportunity, a programfor which he was
responsi ble until his retirenment in 1988 | aunched himinto an
energetic period of conpiling and catal ogi ng his experiences, an
effort crowned by the authoring of his nmenoirs, "Bridging the
Gap, " and

WHEREAS, on March 18, 2003, after a fruitful life of
service, 81l-year-old Robert WIIliam Saunders, Sr., succunbed to
injuries sustained in an autonobile accident, NOWN THEREFORE

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of

Fl ori da:

That the House of Representatives pauses to honor the
menory and acconplishnments of a "tenacious, unconprom sing, and
fearl ess" man.

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED that a copy of this resolution be
presented to Ms. Helen Saunders and to Robert W Saunders, Jr.,

as a tangi ble token of the sentinents expressed herein.
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