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HR 9135 2003
House Resol ution

A resol ution recogni zi ng Septenber 2003 as "Prostate

Cancer Awareness Month" in Florida

WHEREAS, Florida ranks second highest in the nation in the
nunber of cases of prostate cancer diagnosed and deat hs
attributed to this disease, the nost common type of cancer
occurring anong nen in Florida, with an estimated 15, 000 new
cases havi ng been di agnosed and 2,400 deaths recorded in the
year 2002, and

WHEREAS, African Anmerican nen, who have the hi ghest
prostate cancer death rate in the world, have a 47-percent
hi gher incidence of the disease than white nen and tw ce the
nortality rate, and

WHEREAS, the five-year survival rate for patients whose
cancers are diagnosed during the early stages is 100 percent;
therefore, the Anmerican Cancer Society reconmmends annual
prostate screening beginning at age 45 for high-risk nmen such as
African Americans and those with a famly history of the disease
and at age 50 for the rest of the male popul ati on, and

WHEREAS, the Anerican Cancer Society strongly supports
African Anerican Men's Health Summits, held in 16 ngjor
metropolitan areas of the state and designed to increase
prostate cancer awareness and pronote prostate screening anong
African American nen in Florida;, and the Society's Man-to- Man
programis a further attenpt to provide nuch-needed awareness,
educati on, and support in connection with this all-too-preval ent
di sease, NOW THEREFORE
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HR 9135 2003
Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of

Fl ori da:

That the Florida House of Representatives recognizes the
nmont h of Septenber 2003 as "Prostate Cancer Awareness Month" in
Florida and urges all nmen to becone acquainted with the risks
associated with prostate cancer, to take preventive steps to
m nimze those risks, and to consult their doctors about annual
prostate cancer screening and conpliance with the Anerican
Cancer Society's recomended prostate cancer screening

gui del i nes.
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