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HR 9157 2003
House Resol ution

A resol ution condemni ng the recent upsurge of repressive

nmeasur es agai nst freedom seeking citizens in Cuba

WHEREAS, on March 17, 2003, the Cuban governnent |aunched a
repressi ve onsl aught on nmenbers of Cuba’ s pro-denocracy
nmovenent, as over 80 dissidents, including pro-denocracy
activists, independent journalists, and i ndependent |ibrarians,
were unjustly incarcerated in what is considered the biggest
internal crackdown in the country since the 1960's, and

WHEREAS, the governnment arbitrarily searched the honmes and
confiscated personal bel ongi ngs of pro-denocracy activists;
rai ded the hones of independent |ibrarians, renoving and
destroying their publications; engaged in nmassive arrests and
carried out summary trials to expeditiously sentence | eaders and
participants in such novenents as the Assenbly to Pronote G vi
Soci ety and the popul ar Varela Project, which calls for a
nati onw de vote concerning denocratic reforms; and incarcerated
i ndependent journalists and |ibrarians, and

WHEREAS, as recently as April 11, three nmen accused of
seizing a ferry in an attenpt to escape to the United States
were executed before a firing squad within a week after they
were arrested and convicted and their sentences were upheld, and

VWHEREAS, the Castro regine continues to violently oppose
the quest by Cuban citizens to gain such universally recogni zed
rights as the freedons of speech, assenbly, association,
nmovenent, and the press and the right to due process, all while
Cuba is a nmenber of the United Nati ons Comm ssion on Human
Ri ghts, and
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HR 9157 2003
WHEREAS, the Conm ssion on Human Rights recently passed a

resolution requesting that Cuba allow a representative of the
commi ssion to visit the country in order to investigate the
human rights situation and issue a report thereon, and

WHEREAS, the Cuban governnent has repeatedly viol ated the
rights espoused by the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and
the Inter-Anmerican Convention on Human Ri ghts and has vi ol at ed
t he mandates issued by the United Nations Comm ssion on Human
Ri ghts, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of

Fl ori da:

That the House of Representatives vehenently condems the
brutal repression by the Cuban Governnent of its citizens'
efforts to gain internationally recognized human rights and
fervently supports the right of the Cuban people to exercise

fundanmental political and civil |iberties.
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