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HR 9169 2003
House Resol ution

A resolution designating May 30, 2003, as "United States
Navy Vigilante Day" in Florida.

WHEREAS, the site of operational training for naval
aviators, flight officers, and flight crews during World War 1|1,
t he Korean War, and the Vietnam Conflict, the Naval Air Station
Sanford trained nore than half of the Navy's World War |
fighter pilots, only half of whomrenained alive at war's end,
was hone base to Carrier Air Goup THREE, whose pilots and crews
saw action in major Korean War battles; and sent Vigilante
pilots and crews to fly fromevery nmajor carrier deployed to the
Pacific during the Vietnam War, all of themtrained at NAS
Sanford; and its Vigilante and acconpanyi ng reconnai ssance,
surveillance, and intelligence processing systens were key
conponents of the Navy's carrier battle groups in the | ast
decades of the Cold War, and

WHEREAS, the exceptionally close and harnoni ous
rel ati onshi ps between the Navy and civilian conmunities at
Sanford have been recogni zed at the highest |evels of the naval
establi shnment as being w thout peer anywhere in the nation, and

VWHEREAS, in 2000, the Sanford Airport Menorial Commttee
was fornmed to provide a permanent nenorial to all nava
personnel who served or trained at NAS Sanford, and since that
time many nenbers of the retired mlitary comunity, the
menorial commttee, and nunerous industry consultants have
provi ded dedi cated | eadership, talented and i nnovative design
and wor kmanshi p, and thousands of vol unteer man hours to
acquire, transport, restore, and display a Vigilante aircraft at

the entrance to the Ol ando-Sanford International Airport, and
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HR 9169 2003
WHEREAS, the association of former United States Navy

Vigilante pilots has chosen the Naval Air Station Sanford for
its 2003 national reunion, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of

Fl ori da:

That the House of Representatives warmy wel cones the
pilots and naval flight officers of the Vigilante programto
Sanford, extends its heartiest congratul ations to the Sanford
Airport Menorial Committee, the Sanford- Ol ando International
Airport Authority, the Gty of Sanford, and the citizens of the
Sanford-Navy community and their guests on this occasion, and
proudl y designates May 30, 2003, as "United States Navy
Vigilante Day" in Florida.

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED t hat a copy of this resolution be
presented to Captain Jack Dow, USN Ret), President, Sanford
Airport Menorial Committee, and to Conmmander Charles Tenplin,
USN(Ret), representing the Vigilante pilots and crews and the
vol unteer restoration teans, as a tangi bl e token of the

sentiments expressed herein.
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