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HR 9175 2003
House Resol ution

A resolution recognizing April 20-26, 2003, as "Cancer

Mnority Awareness Wek" in Florida.

WHEREAS, al t hough not abl e progress has been made in the
fight against cancer in recent years, many Floridians conti nue
to experience unequal rates of cancer incidence and nortality,
including the elderly, African Americans, Hi spanics, Latinos,
and the nedically uninsured, many of whom are nedically
underserved individuals with i nadequate access to adequate
cancer prevention, screening, treatnment, and rehabilitation
servi ces, and

WHEREAS, given the current population trends, the United
St ates Bureau of the Census projects that Florida will becone
home to the highest percentage of elders in the nation, a group
t hat experiences 60 percent of all cancers and 69 percent of
cancer-rel ated deaths, and

WHEREAS, African Anericans, at 15.2 percent the | argest
mnority population in the state, are 33 percent nore likely
t han Caucasi ans and twi ce as |ikely than H spanics and Latinos
to die of cancer, and

WHEREAS, the fastest grow ng segnent of the nation's
popul ati on, H spanics and Latinos, nost of whom face barriers to
health care access through a | ack of health insurance coverage
and cultural and | anguage differences, are expected by the year
2005 to becone the largest mnority population in Florida, and

VWHEREAS, 15.2 percent of Floridians |ive below the national
poverty level, a condition frequently associated with a | ack of
access to adequate health care, including cancer screening,

detection, and treatnment services, and
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HR 9175 2003
WHEREAS, observed nationally for 17 years, Mnority Cancer

Awar eness Week i s sponsored by the Biennial Synposiumon

M norities and the Medically Underserved in an effort to reduce
ethnic and racial cancer disparities through such strategies as
t hose pronoted by the Anerican Cancer Society, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of

Fl ori da:

That the House of Representatives recognizes April 20-26,
2003, as "Cancer Mnority Awareness Wek" in Florida and urges
all citizens to work together in an effort to i ncrease awareness
of and to end the disparities mnority popul ations face in the

fight against cancer.
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