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HB 0953 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to weight-loss pills; defining the term
"weight-loss pill"; prohibiting the sale, gift, or other
transfer of weight-loss pills to mnors; providing a
defense; requiring establishnments selling such pills at
retail to post notice that such sale is unlawful;

providing penalties; providing an effective date.

VWHEREAS, the Sout hern Medical Journal in Septenber 2002
found that "a strong correl ati on between dieting and the onset
of eating disorders exists. One of the nost alarm ng issues
regarding dieting is the report of associated nortality,” and

WHEREAS, that sane report stated that "scientific data
support potential adverse physi ol ogi c consequences of dieting
and weight loss, including |oss of electrolytes, mneral & trace
nmet al s, histol ogic changes of the myocardium as well as the
potenti al adverse effects of free fatty acids on nyocardi a
function,” and

VWHEREAS, in February 1996 the Food and Drug Admi nistration
proposed new warni ng | abels for over-the-counter diet pills
cont ai ni ng phenyl propanol am ne (PPA). These | abel s woul d i ncl ude
a statenent noting that "People between 12 and 18 years of age
shoul d not try this product w thout consulting a doctor. Not for
use by children under 12 years of age," NOWN THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Selling, delivering, bartering, furnishing, or

giving weight-loss pills to persons under age 18; penalties;

def ense. - -
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HB 0953 2003
(1) As used in this section, the term"weight-loss pill"

nmeans a pill that is available without a prescription, the

mar keti ng, advertising, or packaging of which indicates that its

primary purpose is for facilitating or causing weight | oss. The

termincludes, but is not limted to, a pill that contains at

| east one of the foll ow ng ingredi ents: phenyl propanol am ne;

phent ermi ne; phendi netrazi ne; benzphetam ne; diethyl propion;

ephedra; or any simlar ingredient. However, the term does not

include a pill containing one or nore of such ingredi ents which

is marketed or intended for a prinary purpose other than wei ght

| oss.

(2) It is unlawful to sell, deliver, barter, furnish, or

give, directly or indirectly, a weight-loss pill to a person

under 18 years of age. However, it is a defense to a charge of

violating this subsection if the buyer or recipient of the

wei ght-1oss pill displayed to the person all eged to have

commtted the violation a driver's license or identification

card issued by this state or another state, a passport, or a

United States arned services identification card that indicated

that the buyer or recipient was 18 years of age or older and the

appearance of the buyer or recipient was such that a prudent

person woul d reasonably believe that the buyer or recipient was

not under 18 years of age.

(3) Each establishnent at which weight-loss pills are sold

at retail shall display in a conspi cuous place at each | ocation

within the establishnent at which purchases nmay be nade a sign

wth the followng statenent in red letters at |east half an

inch high on a white background:
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It is a violation of Florida lawto sell weight-I|oss

pills to persons under 18 years of age.

(4) A violation of subsection (2) or subsection (3)

constitutes a m sdeneanor of the second degree, punishabl e as
provided in section 775.082 or section 775.083, Florida

St at ut es.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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