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Florida Senate - 2003 CS for SB 96

By the Cormittee on Judiciary; and Senators Canpbell and
Fasano

308-1046-03
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to student |oans; creating s.
43. 201, F.S.; providing for a financial
assi stance program admi nistered by the Justice
Adm ni strative Commi ssion to provide assistance
to qualified assistant state attorneys and
assi stant public defenders for the repaynment of
eligible student |oans; defining the term
"eligible student |oan"; providing for the
el enents of the program providing for funding;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 43.201, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
43.201 Justice Adninistrative Conm ssion; student |oan

program adni ni stration. --

(1) The conmission shall administer a student |oan

program for career assistant state attorneys and assi stant

public defenders as described in chapter 27. The purpose of

the program shall be to provide financial assistance to

assi stant state attorneys and assistant public defenders with

el i gi bl e student | oans.

(2) As used in this section, the term"eligible

student | oan" neans a | oan that was issued pursuant to the

Hi gher Education Act of 1965, as anended, to an assi stant

state attorney or assistant public defender to fund his or her

| aw school educati on

(3) The programshall be administered in the foll ow ng

manner :
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(a) An assistant state attorney or public defender is

not eligible for assistance under the programuntil the

assi stant state attorney or public defender has been enpl oyed

as an assistant state attorney or assistant public defender

for 3 years of continuous service on his or her enpl oynent

anni versary date.

(b) After conpleting 3 years of continuous service, an

affidavit of certification on a form approved by the

conmi ssion shall be subnmitted to the state attorney's office

or the public defender's office as the case may be. The

affidavit of certification shall, upon approval of the state

attorney or public defender, be subnmitted to the conmi ssion

(c) Upon receipt of the certificate, the conm ssion

may begin yearly paynents in the anount of $3,000 to the

| ender that services the eligible student | oan. These paynents

shall be made for the benefit of the qualified assistant state

attorney or assistant public defender nanmed in the certificate

and for the purpose of satisfying the eligible student | oan

obl i gati on.
(d) Upon conpletion of 6 years of continuous servi ce,

the | oan assi stance paynent amount shall increase to $5, 000.

After 12 years of continuous service or upon conpletion of the

payrment of the eligible student | oan, whichever occurs first,

| oan assi stance shall cease. The total anmpunt of | oan

assi stance pernitted under the program for any one assistant

state attorney or assistant public defender may not exceed
$44, 000.
(4) The program shall be funded by appropriations from

the Legislature out of the General Revenue Fund to the Justice

Admi ni strati ve Conm ssion on an annual basis.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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1 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR

2 Senate Bill 96

3

4] - Corrects inproper nonenclature by replacing the word
"Judicial™ wth "Justice" when uSed In reférence to the

5 Justice Adm nistrative Comm ssion

6] - Clarifies, by providing a definition for the term
"eligible student loan;" that the bill only covers

7 studéent | oans that were borrowed for |aw school and only
t hose | aw school |oans that were issued pursuant to the

8 Hi gher Education Act of

91 - Carifies that | oan paynents nmade on behal f of qualified
assi stant state attorneys and assistant public defenders

10 Fhall be paid to the | ender that services the student

oan.
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