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SUMMARY ANALYSIS 
 
Insurers who issue health insurance policies in Florida are required to file their forms and rates for approval 
with the Office of Insurance Regulation.  Health insurance rates may be disapproved if the policy provides 
benefits that are unreasonable in relation to the premium charged; contain provisions that are unfair, 
inequitable, contrary to the public policy, or encourage misrepresentation; or apply rating practices that result in 
premium escalations that are not viable for the policyholder market or result in unfair discrimination in sales 
practices. 
 
Insurers who issue policies to groups or associations outside of Florida, but which are sold and marketed to 
individuals in Florida, are generally exempt from Florida's rate and form filing and approval requirements. 
 
The bill revises the criteria for out-of-state group insurers to be exempt from regulation as group insurers under 
the Florida Insurance Code and provides additional regulation of those insurers. 
 
An amendment to strike everything after the enacting clause has been prepared for this bill. In addition to the 
current requirements for exemption from group regulation, an out-of-state group insurer is prohibited from 
establishing rules for eligibility of an individual to enroll under the terms of the group policy based on health-
status related factors.  It requires the insurer to provide guaranteed renewability of coverage and subjects the 
insurer to additional regulation.  If an out-of-state group insurer does not meet all of these additional 
requirements and does not choose to file as an individual carrier, the insurer is subject to group rate regulation 
under the Florida Insurance Code. 
 
The bill also changes the grounds for the disapproval of health insurance forms by requiring rate increases to 
be phased in and by establishing the minimum loss ratio standard of incurred claims to earned premium at 
65 percent. 
 
There is no fiscal impact on the Office of Insurance Regulation.  Premiums for some out-of-state group 
policyholders may increase initially and then stabilize generally. 
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FULL ANALYSIS 

 

I.  SUBSTANTIVE ANALYSIS 
 
A. DOES THE BILL: 

 
 1.  Reduce government?   Yes[] No[x] N/A[] 
 2.  Lower taxes?    Yes[] No[] N/A[x] 
 3.  Expand individual freedom?  Yes[] No[] N/A[x] 
 4.  Increase personal responsibility?  Yes[] No[] N/A[x] 
 5.  Empower families?   Yes[x] No[] N/A[] 

 
 For any principle that received a “no” above, please explain: 

Certain entities currently not subject to regulation by the Office of Insurance Regulation would be under 
this proposal. 
 

B. EFFECT OF PROPOSED CHANGES:  

Current Situation 
 

Health Insurance Rate and Form Filing Requirements 

Insurers who issue health insurance policies in Florida are required to file their forms and rates for 
approval with the Office of Insurance Regulation (office) pursuant to ss. 627.410 and 627.411, F.S.1 
Rates must be filed at least 30 days prior to use and OIR may disapprove the rate within 30 days, but 
may extend this period for an additional 15 days.  These requirements apply to individual and group 
health insurance policies (groups of 50 or less), Medicare Supplement policies, and long-term care 
policies.  Similar requirements are established in s. 641.31(3), F.S., for health maintenance 
organization (HMO) contracts. 
 
The primary grounds for disapproval for health insurance rates are if the policy “provides benefits which 
are unreasonable in relation to the premium charged, contains provisions which are unfair or 
inequitable or contrary to the public policy of this state or which encourage misrepresentation, or which 
apply rating practices that result in premium escalations that are not viable for the policyholder market 
or result in unfair discrimination in sales practices” (s. 627.411(1)(e), F.S.). 
 
The office has adopted rules that establish minimum loss ratio requirements for all types of health 
insurance policy forms (chapter 4-149, F.A.C.).  A loss ratio is expressed as the percentage of the 
premiums that the insurer is required to pay in benefits.  Recently, the rule was revised to allow the 
inclusion of expenses that reduce claim costs, such as claim management expenses.  A minimum 65 
percent loss ratio requires an insurer to set its rates so that at least 65 percent of the premium is paid in 
benefits and that no more than 35 percent is for expenses and profit.  The minimum loss ratio 
requirements vary for different types of policy forms and generally range from 55 percent to 75 percent.  
For example, the rule establishes a minimum 65 percent loss ratio for individual health insurance 
policies that are guaranteed renewable and also for small group policies (1 to 50 certificates); 70 

                                                 
1 Effective January 7, 2003, the programs and activities of the Department of Banking and Finance and the Department of 
Insurance were transferred to the newly created Department of Financial Services and the Financial Services 
Commission. The Office of Financial Institutions and Securities Regulation and the Office of Insurance Regulation were 
created within the Financial Services Commission. The Office of Insurance Regulation is “…responsible for all activities 
concerning insurers and other risk bearing entities, including licensing, rates, policy forms, market conduct, claims, 
adjusters, issuance of certificates of authority…” (s. 20.121(3)(a)1., F.S.) 
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percent for group policies with 51-500 certificates; and 75 percent for group policies with greater than 
500 certificates. 
 
In recent years, the office (as the Department of Insurance) has attempted to revise its health insurance 
rating rules, which had been the subject of legal challenges.  One issue was the definition of “viable” as 
used in the current statute that allows the office to disapprove a premium increase that is “not viable for 
the policyholder market.”  The office is in the process of reviewing this rule and has proposed language 
in this bill to delete the use of the term “viable,” replacing it with more detail as to what is actually 
envisioned by the concept. 
 
Certain rating laws are designed to prohibit so-called “death spiral” rating practices.  This is the practice 
where an insurer stops selling a policy form and bases rates solely on the experience of the individuals 
covered under the form.  As claims and the rates for the group increase, healthy individuals are able to 
meet underwriting standards to buy a new policy issued by the same insurer.  But, unhealthy individuals 
are denied new coverage, and the rates under the old policy continue to escalate due to the declining 
pool of insureds and worsening claims experience.  Eventually the rates become unaffordable.  The 
practice is then repeated with the new policy form.  To prevent such death-spiral rating practices, the 
Florida law requires that the claims experience of all policy forms providing similar benefits be 
combined (or “pooled”) for all rating purposes.  An insurer must provide 30-days notice to the office 
prior to discontinuing the availability of a policy form, and the insurer is prohibited from filing a new 
policy form providing similar benefits for at least 5 years, subject to a shorter period approved by the 
office (s. 627.410(6)(d)-(e), F.S.). 
 
Each health insurer must make an annual rate filing demonstrating the reasonableness of its premium 
rates in relation to benefits (s. 627.410(7), F.S.).  This law prevents an insurer from waiting multiple 
years to make a significant rate increase and, instead, effectively requires smaller annual rate 
increases or a certification that no rate increase is necessary. 
 
An insurer who issues individual health insurance policies is permitted to use a loss ratio guarantee as 
an alternative method for meeting rate filing and approval requirements (s. 627.410(8), F.S.).  Under 
this procedure, the insurer guarantees that its policies will meet certain minimum loss ratios and must 
obtain approval from the office for its initial rates and the durational and lifetime loss ratios.  A 
subsequent filing for an increase in the rates is deemed approved upon filing if it is accompanied by a 
guarantee that policyholders will be given a refund of the amount necessary to meet the minimum loss 
ratio if it is not met. 
 
Section 627.65625, F.S., prohibits insurers who offer group health insurance policies from establishing 
rules for eligibility of an individual to enroll under the terms of a policy based on certain health-status 
related factors.  These factors include, but are not limited to:  health status, medical condition, claims 
experience, medical history.  The section also prohibits an insurer from requiring an individual, as a 
condition of enrollment or continued enrollment to pay a premium or contribution that is greater than 
such premium for a similarly situated individual enrolled under the policy on the basis of the health-
status related factor.  Except as otherwise provided in s. 627.6571, F.S., an insurer that issues group 
coverage is also required to renew or continue to renew such coverage at the option of the 
policyholder. 

 
Limited Regulation of Out-of-State Group Policies 

Insurers who issue policies to groups or associations outside of Florida, but which are sold and 
marketed to individuals in Florida (who are issued “certificates”), are generally exempt from Florida's 
rate filing and approval requirements.  The law requires that the group certificates issued in Florida be 
filed with the office “for information purposes only” (s. 627.410(1), F.S.).  The law further provides that if 
the group is established primarily for the purpose of providing insurance, the benefits must be 
reasonable in relation to the premiums charged.  (s. 627.6515, F.S.) Even though this provision 
provides the office with some authority to determine whether rates are reasonable, according to the 
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office, this has not proven to be effective due to:  (1) the lack of any rate filing requirement; (2) the fact 
that specific rating laws, such as those designed to prohibit “death spiral” rating practices, do not apply 
to out-of-state group policies; and (3) the difficulty of proving that a group has been formed primarily for 
insurance purposes when the group has established other paper credentials as to some other purpose. 
The office reports it has received many complaints from Florida residents covered under out-of-state 
group policies relative to the “death spiral” rating practices that are prohibited under policies issued in 
Florida. 
 
However, the requirements of the laws that apply to policies issued to small employers, as found in 
“The Employee Health Care Access Act,” (s. 627.6699, F.S.) apply to out-of-state associations covering 
a small employer in Florida. Also, Florida laws for Medicare supplement policies apply Florida's rating 
laws to certificates covering Florida residents under an out-of-state group policy (ss. 627.672 and 
627.6745, F.S.). Similarly, for long-term care policies, the current law provides that coverage may not 
be issued in Florida under a group policy issued to an association in another state, unless Florida or 
such other state having statutory and regulatory long-term care insurance requirements substantially 
similar to those adopted in Florida, has made a determination that such requirements have been met. 
Evidence to this effect must be filed by the insurer subject to the procedures specified in s. 627.410, 
F.S. 
 
Prior to solicitation in Florida of out-of-state group coverage, a copy of the master policy and a copy of 
the form of the certificate that will be issued to Florida residents must be filed with the office for 
informational purposes.  The certificates must contain the following statement:  “The benefits of the 
policy providing your coverage are governed primarily by the law of a state other than Florida.” Out-of-
state group policies are subject to some, but not all, of the statutorily mandated benefits, as specified in 
s. 627.6515(2)(c), F.S., but the level of enforcement of such requirements is much less than for in-state 
policies due to the absence of any requirement for filing policy forms with the office for approval. 
 
Florida law currently treats out-of-state group insurers the same as an insurer issuing individual policies 
in one important respect.  Florida’s Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) 
conforming legislation requires individual health insurance carriers to guarantee-issue coverage to 
HIPAA-eligible individuals who are not eligible for a conversion policy.2 This requirement applies to 
carriers issuing certificates to Florida residents under a group policy issued to an association outside of 
Florida, as well as carriers issuing individual policies in Florida (s. 627.6487(2)(b), F.S.). 
 
According to the Office of Insurance Regulation, as of January 2002, there were over 175,000 Florida 
residents who were covered by out-of-state group health insurance policies. 

Effect of Proposed Changes: 

The bill revises the criteria for out-of-state group insurers to be exempt from regulation as group 
insurers under the Florida Insurance Code and provides additional regulation of some aspects of their 
operation. It amends subsection (2) of s. 627.6515, F.S., in an attempt to eliminate abuses noted by the 
office in which some out-of-state group insurers obtain “approval” of their out-of-state group policy 
forms in other states/jurisdictions that have no specific standards for review of the policies and “review 
and approve” the policies on a “voluntary” basis. It also clarifies that where provisions of other statutes 
in part VII of chapter 627, F.S., specifically indicate they apply to out-of-state group health insurance, 
such provisions shall apply to those policies, not withstanding that those policies are otherwise exempt 
from part VII pursuant to s. 627.6515(2), F.S. 
 
HB 999 also amends subsection (2) of s. 627.6515, F.S., which defines the types of groups to which 
out-of-state group health insurance policies may be issued.  According to the office, these amendments 
are intended to tighten up provisions that the office believes have been used to issue out-of-state group 
policies to individuals under the guise of an entity that is truly not a group. 

                                                 
2Federal Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) of 1996. 
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The bill creates a new subsection (9) to address several issues. Among the additions is a list of 
provisions applicable to out-of-state group health insurance, designed to eliminate the premium “death 
spirals” previously discussed.  Another paragraph provides a list of types of out-of-state group health 
insurance policies that are not subject to new subsection (9), because, according to the office, they 
have not been noted by the office to be the source of complaints.    
.   
The bill also creates a new subsections (10) and (11) in s. 627.6515, F.S., to provide the Department of 
Insurance (which in this case would be the Financial Services Commission) with rulemaking authority to 
allow the department to excuse insurers from complying with s. 627.6515(4) and (5), F.S., (obtaining 
approval of the policy in the state of issue) where the department determines that such approval cannot 
practicably be obtained and is not needed for consumer protection.  Finally, the bill creates new 
subsection (12) clarifying which parts of s. 627.6515, F.S., apply to exempt out-of-state group policies, 
and which apply to non-exempt out-of-state group health insurance policies.  
 
A “strike everything after the enacting clause” amendment has been prepared that also revises the 
criteria for exemption, but does so in a different manner than the bill.  For the effect of the proposed 
changes in the amendment, please see Section IV (Amendment/Committee Substitute Changes) of this 
analysis. 
 

C. SECTION DIRECTORY: 

 Section 1: Amends s. 627.6515, F.S., relating to out-of-state groups. 
 

Section 2: Provides the act takes effect upon becoming a law. 
 

II.  FISCAL ANALYSIS & ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT 
 

A. FISCAL IMPACT ON STATE GOVERNMENT: 
 
1. Revenues: 

None. 
 

2. Expenditures: 

None. 
 

B. FISCAL IMPACT ON LOCAL GOVERNMENTS: 
 
1. Revenues: 

None. 
 

2. Expenditures: 

None. 
 

C. DIRECT ECONOMIC IMPACT ON PRIVATE SECTOR: 

     The bill provides out-of-state group policy and certificate holders with consumer protections similar to 
those provided by group and individual insurers regulated by the office.  Florida residents covered 
under out-of-state group policies are afforded greater protection against “death spiral” rating practices 
since the carrier is prohibited from discriminating against an individual due to health-status related 
factors.  The insurer could not require an individual to pay a premium or contribution that is greater than 
a premium or contribution for a similarly situated individual enrolled under the policy on the basis of 



 

 
STORAGE NAME:  h0999.ins.doc  PAGE: 6 
DATE:  April 8, 2003 
  

health-status related factors.  It is likely that the initial premium for such polices will be higher, but future 
rate increases will be smaller.  

Those insurers who market individual coverage certificates in Florida under out-of-state group policies 
are required to comply with Florida laws prohibiting discrimination against individuals based on health 
status and guaranteed renewability of coverage to maintain their exemption from group regulation 
under Florida insurance laws.  Those insurers who comply with these additional requirements to 
maintain their exemption from group regulation in Florida may incur additional regulatory costs and lose 
some of their competitive advantage over insurers who are subject to Florida laws regarding rates and 
filings. Some representatives of insurers who market out-of-state group policies claim that many 
insurers will choose not to sell coverage in Florida if they are subjected to these Florida laws. As an 
alternative to meeting the new out-of state group requirements, a carrier could decide to issue 
individual policies and be subject to the individual rate regulation in Florida. 
 
This legislation is intended to provide a more competitive market for individual health insurance 
coverage in Florida. Florida’s insurers would no longer lose “healthy insureds” to an out-of-state group 
that is not required to comply with the adequate rates and reasonable benefits that are characteristic of 
individual coverage issued in Florida. 
 

D. FISCAL COMMENTS: 

The Office of Insurance Regulation has indicated that the additional filing workload for the office will be 
addressed with current resources. 
 

III.  COMMENTS 
 

A. CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUES: 
 

 1. Applicability of Municipality/County Mandates Provision: 

Not applicable. 
 

 2. Other: 

Not applicable. 
 

B. RULE-MAKING AUTHORITY: 

The Financial Services Commission is authorized to draft rules. 
 

C. DRAFTING ISSUES OR OTHER COMMENTS: 

None. 

IV. AMENDMENTS/COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE CHANGES 
 
Both HB 999 and the “strike everything amendment” are similar in that they revise criteria relating to the 
nonapplication of certain insurance regulatory provisions relating to out-of-state groups.  The major difference 
between the two is the approach they take. HB 999, in effect, segregates out-of-state groups and applies new 
rating standards to them.  In contrast, the amendment further delineates the characteristics of the groups that 
are entitled to the exemption.  For carriers that no longer meet the exemption, they have the option of filing, 
subject to regulation, as a group or as an individual carrier. 

 
The amendment makes the following changes to current law: 
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Section 1 amends s. 627.411, F.S., relating to grounds for disapproval of insurance forms filed 
with the Office of Insurance Regulation. Regarding health insurance forms, the amendment 
deletes the Office of Insurance Regulation’s authority to disapprove “premium escalations that 
are not viable for the policyholder market.”  It specifies that a form may not contain provisions 
that result in unfair discrimination between individuals of the same actuarially supportable class 
and essentially the same hazard.  The amendment prescribes certain situations in which rate 
increases would need to be phased in over time with the intent of avoiding “rate shock,” 
meaning a dramatic and seemingly unexpected rate increase for the policyholder.  The bill also 
codifies the minimum loss ratio standard of 65 percent for individual major medical business. 

 
Section 2 amends s. 627.6515, F.S., relating to the regulation of out-of-state groups, to exempt 
group certificates issued to Florida residents under a group policy issued outside of Florida from 
most of Florida’s insurance laws.  The amendment requires such policies to comply with the 
prohibition on the use of health status, as established in s. 627.65625, F.S., regarding rating 
and eligibility requirements for any benefit under a group policy.  Such policies must also comply 
with s. 627.6571, F.S., the guaranteed renewability requirement for group policies. An exception 
from these requirements is provided for policies issued to groups of persons, all of whom are in 
the same or functionally related licensed professions. 

 
The effect of these provisions is that an out-of-state group insurer is prohibited from establishing rules 
for eligibility of an individual to enroll under the terms of the group policy based on health-status related 
factors and is required to provide guaranteed renewability of coverage. If a policy does not comply with 
these new requirements, the policy is not eligible for exemption from most of Florida insurance laws.  
 
The section also provides that an out-of-state group may not issue a policy to a group, other than an 
employer group for the benefit of its employees, which directly or indirectly uses any factor related to 
health status in determining eligibility for initial or continuing membership in the group or any group 
member.  
 
The Financial Services Commission is required to adopt rules necessary to administer the provisions of 
this section.  The commission is also authorized to adopt rules to establish standards, based upon 
specified criteria, for exempting certain out-of-state groups from the bill’s new requirements. 
 

Section 3 provides that the act takes effect on July 1, 2003. 


