F L ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P R E S ENTAT I

O

N o o~ wWwN

(o]

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

HR 9005A 2003
House Resol ution

A resolution recognizing "lInternational Literacy Day" in

Fl ori da.

WHEREAS, unfortunately, one of our nobst obscure holidays,
I nternational Literacy Day is observed worl dwi de on Septenber 8
inan effort to call attention to the vital inportance of
literacy in the lives of individuals, famlies, and nations, and

VWHEREAS, findings of the State Departnent of Education
suggest that the illiteracy rate in Florida, one of the highest
in the nation, is 25 percent, an indication that 25 percent of
the state's adults read and wite below a fourth-grade |evel,
and

VWHEREAS, children of illiterate parents are too often | ow
achi evers or poor performers in the classroom conditions that
| ead to behavioral problens that adversely affect the | earning
process of an entire class, and

WHEREAS, statistics show the |ikelihood of being on welfare
goes up as literacy levels go down, and three out of four food
stanp recipients perfornmed in the two |owest literacy |evels,
t hus negatively inpacting our econony, and

VWHEREAS, in order to break the cycle of illiteracy and its
tragic effects on the lives of Floridians through inproving the
educational |evels of our children, we must begin with our
adul ts, NOW THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of

Fl ori da:
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HR 9005A 2003
That the House of Representatives recogni zes Septenber 8,

2003, as "International Literacy Day" in Florida and urges al
residents of the state to better informthensel ves of the
negative effects of illiteracy and to nake a concerted effort to
raise the literacy rate in our state, nation, and world.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat school s, civic organizations,
and busi nesses throughout the state play an active role in the

observance of International Literacy Day in Florida.
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