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Florida Senate - 2003 SB 12-E
By Senat or Wbster

41-639D- 04

Be It

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the authority for the
CGovernor to issue a one-tine stay; authorizing
the Governor to issue a one-tine stay to
prevent the wi thholding of nutrition and
hydrati on under certain circunstances;
providing for expiration of the stay;
aut hori zing the Governor to |ift the stay at
any tinme; providing for revocation of the stay;
providing that a person is not civilly liable
and is not subject to regulatory or
di sciplinary sanctions for taking an action in
conpliance with any such stay; providing an
ef fective date.

Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. (1) The Governor shall have the authority

to issue a one-tine stay to prevent the withhol ding of

nutrition and hydration froma patient if, as of Cctober 15,

2003:

(a) That patient has no witten advance directive;

(b) The court has found that patient to be in a

persistent vegetative state;

(c) That patient has had nutrition and hydration

wi t hhel d; and

(d) A nmenber of that patient's fanily has chal |l enged

the withholding of nutrition and hydration

(2) The CGovernor's authority to issue the stay expires

15 days after the effective date of this act, and the

expiration of that authority does not inpact the validity or
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1| the effect of any stay issued pursuant to this act. The
2| Governor may lift the stay authorized under this act at any
3| tine. The Governor nay revoke the stay upon a finding that a
4 | change in the condition of the patient warrants revocation. A
5| person may not be held civilly liable and is not subject to
6 | regulatory or disciplinary sanctions for taking any action to
7| conply with a stay issued by the Governor pursuant to this
8| act.
9 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
10 | I aw
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14 Aut hori zes the Governor to issue a one-tine stay to
prevent the wi thholding of nutrition and hydratlon under
15 s ecified circunmstanceS. Provides for the stay to expire
16| the Ghvernor to Tifl he Stay at any rmec Provides {hat
a personis not civilly liable and is not subject to
17 regul atory or disciplinary sanctions for taking an action
18 in“conpliance with any suth stay.
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