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L ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI

HB 0037E 2003

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to public K-12 educational instruction;
repealing s. 1003.429, F.S., relating to accel erated high
school graduation options; anending s. 1003.43, F.S.;
revising credit requirenents for high school graduation;
anendi ng s. 1003.436, F.S.; revising the definition of one
full credit as it relates to hours of instruction;
amendi ng ss. 1007.261 and 1009.531, F.S.; conform ng

provi sions; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 1003.429, Florida Statutes, is
r epeal ed.

Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 1003.43, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

1003.43 GCeneral requirenents for high school graduation.--

(1) G aduation requires successful conpletion of either a
m ni mum of 24 academ c credits in grades 9 through 12 or an
| nt ernati onal Baccal aureate curriculum The 24 credits shall be
di stributed as foll ows:

(a) Four credits in English, with major concentration in
conposition and literature.

(b) Three credits in nmathematics. Effectivefor—students
thereafter- One of these credits nust be Algebra I, a series of
courses equivalent to Algebra I, or a higher-level mathenatics
cour se.

(c) Three credits in science, two of which nust have a

| aboratory conponent. The State Board of Education may grant an
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annual waiver of the |aboratory requirenment to a district school

board that certifies that its |laboratory facilities are

i nadequat e, provided the district school board submts a capital
outlay plan to provide adequate facilities and nakes the funding
of this plan a priority of the district school board.

Agrisci ence Foundations |, the core course in secondary
Agri sci ence and Natural Resources prograns, counts as one of the
sci ence credits.

(d) One credit in Anmerican history.

(e) One credit in world history, including a conparative
study of the history, doctrines, and objectives of all major
political systens.

(f) One-half credit in economcs, including a conparative
study of the history, doctrines, and objectives of all major
econonm ¢ systens. The Florida Council on Econom ¢ Education
shal | provide technical assistance to the departnment and
district school boards in developing curriculummterials for
the study of econoni cs.

(g0 One-half credit in Anerican government, including
study of the Constitution of the United States. Foer—students

. I I o | I hool |
thereafter The study of Florida governnent, including study of
the State Constitution, the three branches of state government,
and nuni ci pal and county government, shall be included as part

of the required study of Anerican governnent. Effective for

students entering the 9th grade in the 2004-2005 school year and

thereafter, one credit in American governnent as described in

t hi s paragraph shall be required.

(h) Effective for students entering the 9th grade in the

2004- 2005 school year and thereafter, one credit in social
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sciences in addition to the credits in Arerican history, world

hi story, econom cs, and Anerican governnent.

(i)f)1. One credit in practical arts career and technica
education or exploratory career and technical education. Any
career and technical education course as defined in s. 1003.01
may be taken to satisfy the high school graduation requirenent
for one credit in practical arts or exploratory career and
t echni cal education provided in this subparagraph

2. One credit in performng fine arts to be selected from
nmusi ¢, dance, dramm, painting, or scul pture. A course in any art
form in addition to painting or scul pture, that requires manual
dexterity, or a course in speech and debate, nmay be taken to
satisfy the high school graduation requirenent for one credit in
performng arts pursuant to this subparagraph; or

3. One-half credit each in practical arts career and
techni cal education or exploratory career and technica
education and performng fine arts, as defined in this

par agr aph.

Such credit for practical arts career and technical education or
exploratory career and technical education or for performng
fine arts shall be nade available in the 9th grade, and students
shal |l be scheduled into a 9th grade course as a priority.

(j) One-half credit in life managenent skills to
i ncl ude consuner education, positive enotional devel opnent,
marriage and rel ati onship skill-based education, nutrition,
parenting skills, prevention of human inmunodefici ency virus
i nfection and acquired i mune deficiency syndrone and ot her
sexual |y transm ssi ble di seases, benefits of sexual abstinence

and consequences of teenage pregnancy, information and
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instructi on on breast cancer detection and breast self-

exam nati on, cardiopul nonary resuscitation, drug education, and
t he hazards of snoking.

(k)ff) One credit in physical education to include
assessnent, inprovenent, and mai ntenance of personal fitness.
Participation in an interscholastic sport at the junior varsity
or varsity level, for two full seasons, shall satisfy the one-
credit requirenment in physical education if the student passes a
conpetency test on personal fitness with a score of "C' or
better. The conpetency test on personal fitness nust be
devel oped by the Departnent of Education. A district school
board may not require that the one credit in physical education
be taken during the 9th grade year. Conpletion of one senester
with a grade of "C' or better in a marching band class, in a
physi cal activity class that requires participation in marching
band activities as an extracurricular activity, or in a Reserve
O ficer Training Corps (ROT.C ) class a significant conponent
of which is drills shall satisfy a one-half credit requirenent
i n physical education. This one-half credit may not be used to
satisfy the personal fitness requirenment or the requi renent for
adapti ve physical education under an individual educational plan
(I EP) or 504 plan.

()& Eight and one-half elective credits. Effective for
students entering the 9th grade in the 2004-2005 school year and

thereafter, seven elective credits shall be required.

District school boards may award a nmaxi num of one-half credit in
soci al studies and one-half elective credit for student
conpl eti on of nonpaid voluntary conmunity or school service

wor k. Students choosing this option nust conplete a m ni num of
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75 hours of service in order to earn the one-half credit in

either category of instruction. Credit nay not be earned for
service provided as a result of court action. District school
boards that approve the award of credit for student vol unteer
service shall devel op guidelines regarding the award of the
credit, and school principals are responsible for approving
specific volunteer activities. A course designated in the Course
Code Directory as grade 9 through grade 12 that is taken bel ow
the 9th grade may be used to satisfy high school graduation
requi rements or Florida Acadenmi c Schol ars award requirenents as
specified in a district school board's student progression plan.
A student shall be granted credit toward neeting the
requi rements of this subsection for equival ent courses, as
identified pursuant to s. 1007.271(6), taken through dual
enrol | ment.

Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
1003. 436, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

1003.436 Definition of "credit".--

(1)(a) For the purposes of requirenents for high school

graduation, one full credit neans a m nimumof 135 hours of bona

fide instruction in a designated course of study that contains
student performance standards. OrefuH—ecredit—rerans—a—mnrum

the—distriet—school—beard- The State Board of Education shal
determ ne the nunber of postsecondary credit hours earned
t hrough dual enroll nment pursuant to s. 1007.271 that satisfy the

requirements of a district's interinstitutional articulation
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agreenent according to s. 1007.235 and that equal one full

credit of the equival ent high school course identified pursuant
to s. 1007.271(6).

Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
1007. 261, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

1007. 261 State universities; adm ssions of students. --Each
uni versity board of trustees is authorized to adopt rules
governing the adm ssion of students, subject to this section and
rules of the State Board of Educati on.

(1) M ninum academ c standards for undergraduate adm ssion
to a university include:

(a) Each student nust have received a high school diplom
pursuant to s—23003-429-e6+ s. 1003.43, or its equival ent, except
as provided in s. 1007.271(2)-(5) or conpleted a hone educati on
program according to s. 1002.41.

Section 5. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
1009. 531, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

1009.531 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Program
student eligibility requirenments for initial awards.--

(1) To be eligible for an initial award fromany of the
three types of schol arships under the Florida Bright Futures
Schol arship Program a student nust:

(b) Earn a standard Fl orida high school diploma or its
equi val ent as described in s—21003429- s. 1003. 43~ or s.

1003. 435 unl ess:

1. The student is enrolled full time in the early
adm ssi on program of an eligible postsecondary education
institution or conpletes a hone educati on program according to
s. 1002.41; or
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180 2. The student earns a high school diplom froma non-
181| Florida school while living with a parent or guardian who is on
182 mlitary or public service assignnent away from Fl ori da.
183 Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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