Florida Senate - 2004 CS for CS for SB 1058

By the Committees on Bankin? and | nsurance; Children and
Fam | i es; and Senat or Benneft

311-2318-04

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to notor vehicle insurance for

3 foster children; creating a pilot programfor

4 t he purpose of reinbursing foster parents,

5 residential facilities, or foster children who

6 live independently for a portion of the

7 i ncreased costs of notor vehicle insurance for

8 a foster child who has a driver's |icense;

9 directing the Departnent of Children and Fanily

10 Services to establish the pilot programin

11 Sar asot a, DeSot o, Manatee, Pinellas, and Pasco

12 Counties; requiring that the person who incurs

13 the increased cost submt to the departnent

14 docunentation of that increase; requiring that

15 foster children be encouraged to pay the

16 remai ning portion of the increase in costs;

17 directing the departnent to devel op procedures

18 for operating the pilot program requiring the

19 departnment to submit a report with
20 recommendations to the Governor and the
21 Legislature by a specified date; providing an
22 appropriation; providing an effective date.
23
24| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
25
26 Section 1. (1) The Legislature finds that the
27 | increased cost of notor vehicle insurance for a foster child
28 | after that child attains a driver's license is borne by the
29 | foster parents and the authorized representative of the
30| residential facility. This increase in the cost of insurance
31| creates an additional barrier for a foster child in gaining
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i ndependence and may linmt the child' s opportunities for

obtai ni ng enpl oynent. In accordance with these findings, the

Legislature directs the Departnent of Children and Fanmily

Services to establish a 3-year pilot programin Sarasota,

Desot o, Manatee, Pinellas, and Pasco Counties to pay for the

cost of notor vehicle insurance for foster children who have

obtained a driver's |icense.

(2) To the extent that funding is available, the pilot

program shall provide funds to pay for a portion of the

increase in the cost of notor vehicle insurance incurred by

the foster parents, residential facilities, or the foster

child if living independently. To be eligible for paynent

under the pilot program the person incurring the cost nust

submt to the departnent appropriate docunentation

denonstrating the increase in the cost of insurance. The

anount of the paynent to be provided to the foster parent,

residential facility, or foster child if |living i ndependently

shall be one-half of the anpunt of the increase in the cost of

not or vehicle insurance which is incurred as a result of

adding the foster child to the policy or less than one-half if

anot her source of funding to pay for the increase is

avail able. The foster child nust be encouraged to pay the

other half of the increase in insurance costs.

(3) The departnent shall devel op procedures for

operating the pilot program including, but not limted to,

determining eligibility, providing the paynent, ensuring that

payrment is linmited solely to the additional costs of including

the foster child in the insurance policy, and allocating

avai |l abl e funds.

(4) The departnent shall exanine and utilize, to the

extent possible, other available options for funding the cost
2
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1| of the notor vehicle insurance increase, such as, but not
2| limted to, through the child's nmaster trust fund, social
3| security incone, child support paynents, and ot her incone
4 | avail able to the child.
5 (5) Beginning July 1, 2005, and continuing for the
6 | duration of the pilot program the departnment shall subnit to
7| the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of
8 | the House of Representatives an annual report on the success
9 | and outcones achieved by the pilot program wth a
10 | reconmendati on as to whether the pilot program shoul d be
11| continued, term nated, or expanded.
12 Section 2. The sum of $50,000 is appropriated fromthe
13 | General Revenue Fund to the Departnent of Children and Famly
14 | Services for the purpose of inplenenting this act during the
15| 2004- 2005 fiscal year
16 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
17
18 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
19 for SB 1058
20
21| Increases the counties that will participate in the pilot
95 programto include Pinellas and Pasco counti es.
Renoves the requirenent that a foster youth pay one-hal f of
23| the increased costs of notor vehicle insurance:
24 | Expands the settings.in which youth in foster care may be
pl aced that are eligible to receive assistance through the
25| pilot Progran1to_|nclude other residential settings, as well
26 as youth in subsidized i ndependent I|iving.
Renoves the requirenent that if a foster child accunul ates six
27 | or nore points due to noving traffic violations, the child's
foster parent is ineligible’to receive the rei nbursenment under
28 | the pilot program
29 | Directs the Departnent of Children and Famlies to exam ne and
30 use, when avail abl e, other funding options.
Modi fies the reporting requirenent to the Governor and i
31| Legislature to provide for an annual report for the duration
of "the pilot programw th the glrst report due July 1, 2005.
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