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HOUSE ANMENDIVENT
Bill No. HB 1073 CS
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Representative Sobel offered the foll ow ng:

Amendnent (with title amendment)

Renove |ines 574-603 and insert:

Section 11. Section 409.818, Florida Statutes, is anended
to read:

409. 818 Adm nistration.--In order to inplenent ss.
409. 810-409. 820, the follow ng agenci es shall have the foll ow ng
duti es:

(1) The Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services shall:

(a) Develop a sinplified eligibility application mail-in
formto be used for determining the eligibility of children for
coverage under the Florida KidCare Kideare program in
consultation with the agency, the Departnent of Health, and the
Florida Healthy Kids Corporation. The sinplified eligibility
application form nust include an itemthat provides an

opportunity for the applicant to indicate whether coverage is
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bei ng sought for a child with special health care needs.
Fam |ies applying for children's Medicaid coverage nust al so be
able to use the sinplified application formw thout having to
pay a prem um

(b) Establish and maintain the Medicaid eligibility
determ nati on process under the program except as specified in
subsection (5). The departnent shall directly, or through the
services of a contracted third-party adm nistrator, establish
and maintain a process for determning Medicaid eligibility of
children for coverage under the program The eligibility
determ nati on process nust be used solely for determning
eligibility of applicants for health benefits coverage under the
program The eligibility determ nation process nust include an
initial determnation of eligibility for any coverage offered
under the program as well as a redeterm nation or
reverification of eligibility each subsequent 6 nonths.
Ef fective January 1, 1999, a child who has not attained the age
of 5 and who has been determined eligible for the Medicaid
programis eligible for coverage for 12 nonths w thout a
redeterm nation or reverification of eligibility. In conducting
an eligibility determ nation, the departnent shall determne if
the child has special health care needs. The department, in
consultation with the Agency for Health Care Adm nistration and
the Florida Healthy Kids Corporation, shall devel op procedures
for redetermning Medicaid eligibility which enable a famly to
easi |y update any change in circunstances which could affect
eligibility. The departnment nmay accept changes in a famly's

status as reported to the departnment by the Agency for Health

Care Administration or its contracted third-party adm ni strator
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Florida—Healt-hy Kids—Corporation W thout requiring a new
application fromthe famly. Redetermination of a child's
eligibility for Medicaid may not be linked to a child's
eligibility determ nation for other prograns.

(c) Inform program applicants about eligibility
determ nations and provide information about eligibility of
applicants to Medi caid, Medikids, the Children' s Mdi cal
Servi ces network, and the Florida Healthy Kids Corporation, and
to insurers and their agents, through a centralized coordinating
of fice.

(d) Adopt rules necessary for conducting Medicaid program
eligibility functions.

(2) The Departnent of Health shall

(a) Design an eligibility intake process for the program
in coordination with the Departnent of Children and Famly
Services, the agency, and the Florida Healthy Kids Corporation.
The eligibility intake process may include |ocal intake points
that are determ ned by the Departnent of Health in coordination
with the Department of Children and Fam |y Services.

p . | ol I S I
s—409. 819

(b))} Chair a state-level coordinating council to review
and make recomrendati ons concerning the inplenentation and
operation of the program The coordinating council shall include
representatives fromthe departnment, the Departnent of Children
and Fam |y Services, the agency, the Florida Healthy Kids
Corporation, the Ofice of Insurance Regul ation of the Financi al
Servi ces Conm ssion, |ocal governnment, health insurers, health

mai nt enance organi zations, health care providers, famlies
143501
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participating in the program and organizations representing
| ow i ncone famlies.

(c)ed) In consultation with the Florida Heal thy Kids
Corporation and the Departnment of Children and Fam |y Servi ces,
establi sh establishing a toll-free tel ephone line to assi st
famlies with questions about the program

(d)¢e)} Adopt rules necessary to inplenment outreach
activities.

(3) The Agency for Health Care Adm ni stration, under the
authority granted in s. 409.914(1), shall:

(a) Calculate the prem um assi stance paynent necessary to
conply with the prem um and cost-sharing limtations specified
in s. 409.816. The prem um assi stance paynent for each enroll ee
in a health insurance plan participating in the Florida Healthy
Ki ds Corporation shall equal the prem um approved by the Florida
Heal thy Kids Corporation and the Ofice of |Insurance Regul ation
of the Financial Services Comm ssion pursuant to ss. 627.410 and
641. 31, less any enrollee's share of the prem um established
within the limtations specified in s. 409.816. The prem um
assi stance paynent for each enrollee in an enpl oyer-sponsored
heal th i nsurance pl an approved under ss. 409.810-409. 820 shal
equal the premumfor the plan adjusted for any benchnmark
benefit plan actuarial equivalent benefit rider approved by the
O fice of Insurance Regul ation pursuant to ss. 627.410 and
641. 31, less any enrollee's share of the prem um established
within the limtations specified in s. 409.816. In calculating
the prem um assi stance paynent |evels for children with famly

coverage, the agency shall set the prenium assi stance paynent
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| evel s for each child proportionately to the total cost of
fam |y coverage.

(b) Annually calculate the programenrol |l nent ceiling
based on estimated per child prem um assi stance paynents and the
estimated appropriation available for the program

(c) Make prem um assi stance paynents to health i nsurance
pl ans on a periodic basis. The agency may use its Medicaid
fiscal agent or a contracted third-party adm nistrator in making
t hese paynents. The agency may require health insurance pl ans
that participate in the Medi ki ds program or enpl oyer-sponsored
group health insurance to collect prem um paynents from an
enrollee's famly. Participating health insurance plans shal
report prem um paynents coll ected on behalf of enrollees in the
programto the agency in accordance with a schedul e established
by the agency.

(d) Monitor conpliance with quality assurance and access
st andar ds devel oped under s. 409. 820.

(e) Establish a nechanismfor investigating and resol ving
conpl aints and grievances from program applicants, enroll ees,
and health benefits coverage providers, and maintain a record of
conplaints and confirnmed problens. In the case of a child who is
enrolled in a health naintenance organi zation, the agency nust
use the provisions of s. 641.511 to address grievance reporting
and resolution requirenents.

(f) Approve health benefits coverage for participation in
the program following certification by the Ofice of |Insurance
Regul ati on under subsection (4).

(g) Adopt rules necessary for calculating prem um

assi stance paynent |evels, calculating the program enroll nent
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ceiling, making prem um assi stance paynents, nonitoring access
and quality assurance standards, investigating and resol ving
conpl aints and grievances, adm nistering the Medikids program
and approving health benefits coverage.

(h) Establish and maintain the eligibility determ nation

process under the Title XXl -funded program The agency shal

directly, or through the services of a contracted third-party

adm nistrator, establish and naintain a process for determ ning

eligibility of children for coverage under the program The

eligibility determ nati on process nust be used solely for

determning eligibility of applicants for health benefits

coverage under the program The eligibility determ nation

process nmust include an initial determination of eligibility for

any coverage offered under the program as well as a

redeterm nation or reverification of eligibility each subsequent

6 nonths. In conducting an eligibility determ nation, the

Departnent of Health shall determine if the child has specia

health care needs. The agency, in consultation with the
Departnent of Health and the Florida Heal thy Kids Corporation,

shal | devel op procedures for redetermning eligibility that

enable a famly to easily update any change in circunstances

that could affect eligibility.
(i) Adopt rules pursuant to ss. 409.810-409. 820,
including, at a mninum rules specifying policies, procedures

and criteria for the following Florida KidCare activities:

1. Application requirenents, including docunentation

requirenents.

2. Eligibility determ nation.

3. Eligibility redeterm nation.
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4. Prem um paynent requirenents.

Cancel | ati on of coverage.

Rei nst at ement of cover age.

Di senrol | nent procedures.

5
6
7. Open enroll nent.
8
9

Applicant and enrollee notification requirenents.

10. Application and enrollnent tinme processing standards.

The agency is designated the |ead state agency for Title XX of
the Social Security Act for purposes of receipt of federa
funds, for reporting purposes, and for ensuring conpliance with
federal and state regulations and rul es.

(4) The Ofice of Insurance Regul ation shall certify that
heal th benefits coverage plans that seek to provide services
under the Florida KidCare Kideare program except those offered
through the Florida Healthy Kids Corporation or the Children's
Medi cal Services network, neet, exceed, or are actuarially
equi val ent to the benchmark benefit plan and that health
i nsurance plans will be offered at an approved rate. In
determ ni ng actuarial equival ence of benefits coverage, the
O fice of Insurance Regul ati on and heal th i nsurance pl ans nust
conply with the requirenents of s. 2103 of Title XXI of the
Soci al Security Act. The departnment shall adopt rul es necessary
for certifying health benefits coverage pl ans.

(5) The Florida Healthy Kids Corporation shall retain its
functions as authorized in s. 624.91, including eligibility

determnation for participation in the non-Title-XXl-funded

portions of the Healthy Kids program

143501

Page 7 of 8




190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208

HOUSE ANMENDIVENT
Bill No. HB 1073 CS
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)

(6) The agency, the Departnent of Health, the Depart nent
of Children and Fam |y Services, the Florida Healthy Kids
Corporation, and the Ofice of Insurance Regul ation, after
consultation with and approval of the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and the President of the Senate, are authorized
to make program nodifications that are necessary to overcone any
obj ections of the United States Departnent of Health and Human
Services to obtain approval of the state's child health

i nsurance plan under Title XXI of the Social Security Act.

zz==z==z=z=z=z======= T | TLE AMENDMENT =============
Renove lines 63 and 64 and insert:
Legi sl ature; anending s. 409.818, F.S.; requiring the agency to
establish and maintain a process for determning the eligibility
of children for coverage under the Florida KidCare program
providing requirenments of the eligibility determ nation process
for certain programnms; providing rul emaking authority to the
agency to govern the Florida KidCare program repealing s.
409.819, F.S., relating to a
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