F L ORIl DA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1127 2004
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the Discovery of Florida Quincentennial
3 Commenor ati on Commi ssion; establishing the conm ssion;
4 providing for a termof existence of the comn ssion;
5 providing for comm ssion nmenbership; providing for terns
6 of menbers; providing for successor appointnent; providing
7 for comm ssion neetings; specifying serving w thout
8 conpensation; providing for per diemand travel expenses;
9 requiring the conm ssion to adopt bylaws; requiring the
10 comm ssion to devel op a master plan for certain purposes;
11 requiring a tinetable and budget for the plan; requiring a
12 report to the Governor and Legislature; authorizing the
13 conmi ssi on to appoi nt subconmi ttees; providing
14 conpensati on and expense limtations; authorizing the
15 comm ssion to enploy an executive director and staff;
16 requiring the Departnent of State to provide
17 adm ni strative support and consulting services;
18 aut horizing the conm ssion to establish a not-for-profit
19 corporation for certain purposes; requiring the
20 corporation to apply for federal tax-exenpt status;
21 aut hori zing the corporation to receive noneys for certain
22 pur poses; providing an effective date.
23
24| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
25
26 Section 1. (1) The Discovery of Florida Quincentennial
27| Commenoration Comm ssion is established and shall termnate July
28| 1, 2014. The commi ssion shall consist of the Governor or the
29| Governor’s designee, all living forner Governors of this state,
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30| the President of the Senate or the president’s designee, two

31| nenbers of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate,

32| the Speaker of the House of Representatives or the speaker’s

33| designee, two nenbers of the House of Representatives appointed

34| by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Secretary of

35| State or the secretary’s designee, the chair of the Florida

36 Hi storical Comm ssion, the chair of the Florida Arts Council,

37| the director of the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

38| Devel opnent, and a representative appointed by the Governor from

39| each of the following counties of this state associated with

40| Juan Ponce De Leon’s 1513 voyage: Charlotte, Lee, Pal m Beach,

41| St. Johns, and Monroe. Any nenbers of the Legislature serving on

42| the commi ssion shall be ex officio, nonvoting nenbers.

43 (2) Al appointed nenbers' terns shall be coterm nous with

44| the terns of their appointing authorities and, if a position

45| becones vacant, a successor shall be appointed in the nanner of

46| the original appointmnment.

47 (3) The commi ssion shall hold its initial neeting no |ater

48| than January 2005, at which tinme, and every 3 years thereafter,

49| a chair and vice chair shall be elected fromits nenbership.

50| Meetings of the comm ssion shall be subject to the provisions of
51| chapters 119 and 286, Florida Statutes.
52 (4) Menbers shall serve without conpensation, except that

53| nenbers are entitled to per diem and travel expenses, pursuant

54| to s. 112.061, Florida Statutes, incurred in the performance of
55| their duties.

56 (5) The comm ssion shall adopt bylaws for the conduct of

57| its business and shall have the power to anend and rescind these

58| bylaws. The comm ssion shall publish its bylaws in conveni ent
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59| formand shall file a copy thereof and a copy of any anendnent

60| thereto with the appropriate agency or officer.

61 (6) The conmi ssion shall develop and inplenent a statew de

62| naster plan for commenorati ng the quincentennial of Juan Ponce

63| de Leon’s discovery of Florida. The plan shall be devel oped to

64| encourage and support participation in the quincentennial by al

65| interested ethnic groups in geographical areas of the state.

66 (7) The naster plan may include, but is not limted to,

67| the following projects and activities:

68 (a) State and |ocal historic preservation prograns and

69| activities.

70 (b) State and | ocal archaeol ogi cal prograns and

71| activities.

72 (c) Publications, filns, and ot her educational naterials.

73 (d) Biographical, bibliographical, and docunentary

74| projects that chronicle the life of Juan Ponce de Leon, his 1513

75| and 1521 voyages to Florida, the creation of the comm ssion, and

76| the inplenentation of the nmaster plan.

77 (e) Conferences, lectures, sem nars, and other prograns.

78 (f) Miuseum library, cultural center, park inprovenents,

79| services, and exhibits, including, but not limted to, a

80| quincentennial comenorative painting and nobile exhibits

81 (g) Prograns that educate the public on Florida' s extinct

82 Nati ve Anmerican cul tures

83 (h) Public art that captures the spirit of exploration.

84 (i) Tourismattractions, |license plate, | ogo, seal or

85| trademark design, and retail itens.

86 (j) Cerenpnies and conmenor ati ons.

87 (8) The commission's nmaster plan shall devise a tinetable
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88| and budget for conpletion for all parts of the master plan and

89 shall be submtted to the Governor, the President of the Senate,

90| and the Speaker of the House of Representatives. The conm ssion

91| shall submt an initial draft of the nmaster plan to the

92| Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the

93| House of Representatives by January 2006. The nmaster plan nust

94| be conpl eted by January 2007.

95 (9) To performits duties, the commission is authorized to

96| appoint subconm ttees which nay include persons who are not

97| menbers of the comm ssion. Such persons shall not be entitled to

98| conpensation but shall be reinbursed for necessary expenses

99| incurred in the performance of their duties.

100 (10) The comm ssion may enpl oy and fix the salaries and

101| duties of an executive director and professional and

102| adm nistrative enployees as nay be necessary to carry out the

103| duties of the conm ssion as provided by | aw.

104 (11) The Departnent of State shall provide admnistrative

105 support and consulting services to the comm ssion for the

106| commission's activities.

107 (12) (a) The comm ssion nmay establish a not-for-profit

108| corporation to raise funds and to assist in the inplenentation

109| of the naster plan relating to the quincentennial comrenoration

110 of the discovery of this state. The corporation shall be

111| governed by a board of directors. The board of directors of the

112| corporation nay select a nane for the corporation. The board

113| shall choose its own chair.

114 (b) After proper incorporation, the corporation is

115 authorized and directed to apply for tax-exenpt status under s.
116| 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as anended, 26
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117| U.S.C. s. 501(c)(3).

118 (c) The corporation may receive funds fromthe general

119 public or other public or private sources for purposes of

120 funding its activities and inplenenting the provisions of this

121| act. In addition to funds received fromthe general public or

122| other public and private sources, the not-for-profit corporation

123| may receive funds fromstate agencies at such tinmes and in such

124| anmpunts as nmay be appropriated by the Legislature for the

125 quincentennial or made available to the corporation fromstate

126| agencies fromthe corporation’s sources of revenue.

127 (d) Costs to underwite activities related to the

128| commenoration of the quincentennial may be borne fromrevenues

129| by the not-for-profit corporation.

130 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.
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