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CHAMBER ACTI ON

The Conmittee on Agriculture reconmmends the follow ng:

Committee Substitute
Renmove the entire bill and insert:
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to rural counties; anmending s. 163. 05,

into contracts with the Departnment of Agriculture and

F.S.; describing designees to the Rural Economc
Devel opnent Initiative; updating the list of Rura
Econom ¢ Devel opnent Initiative nmenbers; providing a
definition; creating s. 288.06571, F.S.; providing
definitions; authorizing the provision of grants to

fiscally constrained counties; providing for a grant

for rul emaking; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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23 Section 1. Subsection (4) of section 163.05, Florida
24| Statutes, is anmended to read:
25 163.05 Small County Technical Assistance Program --
26 (4) The Conm ssioner of Agriculture shall enter into

27| contracts with program providers who shall

28 (a) Meet the requirenent for nonprofit status under s.

29| 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code or be a registered

30| Florida nonprofit corporation pursuant to chapter 617. Be—a
31 i
32
33
34
35 (b) Have substantial—and-docunrented experience worKking
36| elosely with county governnents a—provi-di-ng—both—educational
37| anhd-technicalassistance.

38 (c) Use existing resources, services, and information that

39| are available fromstate or |ocal agencies, universities, or the
40| private sector.

41 (d) Seek and accept funding fromany public or private

42| source.

43 n . L . : I L oni | :

44 revenue sources.

45 (e)) Provide assistance to snmall counties in areas such

46| as |leadership, fiscal matters, alternative revenue sources,

47| financial managenent, accounting, investing, purchasing,
48| planni ng and budgeti ng, debt issuance, public managenent,

49| managenent systens, conputers and i nformation technol ogy,
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50( transportation issues, econom ¢ and community devel opnent, and

51| public safety managenent.
52 (f)te)» Provide for an annual independent financial audit
53| of the program

54 (g)h)- In each county served, conduct a needs assessment
55| wupon which the assistance provided for that county will be

56| designed.

57 Section 2. Subsections (6) and (7) of section 288. 0656,
58| Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

59 288. 0656 Rural Econom c Devel opnent Initiative.--

60 (6)(a) By August 1 of each year, the head of each of the

61| follow ng agencies and organi zati ons shall designate a high-
62| level staff person who directly reports to the head of frem

63| wthin the agency or organization to serve as the REDI
64| representative for the agency or organization:

65 1. The Departnent of Comrunity Affairs.

66 2. The Departnent of Transportation.

67 3. The Departnent of Environnental Protection.

68 4. The Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner Services.
69 5. The Departnent of State.

70 6. The Departnent of Health.

71 7. The Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services.
72 8. The Departnent of Corrections.

73 9. The Agency for Wborkforce | nnovati on.

74 10. The Departnent of Education.

75 11. The Departnent of Juvenile Justice.

76 12. The Departnent of Elder Affairs.

77 13. The Agency for Health Care Adm ni stration.
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78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104

14.122- The Fish and WIldlife Conservation Conm ssion.
15.133— Each water managenent district.
16.34— Enterprise Florida, Inc.
17.135~ Workforce Florida, Inc.
18.146— The Florida Comm ssion on Tourismor VISIT Florida.
19.127- The Florida Regional Planning Council Association.
20.48~ The Florida State Rural Devel opnent Council.
21.29- The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences

(1 FAS).

An alternate for each designee shall also be chosen, and the
names of the designees and alternates shall be sent to the
director of the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c

Devel opnent .

(b) Each REDI representative nust have conprehensive
knowl edge of his or her agency's functions, both regulatory and
service in nature, and of the state's econom c goals, policies,
and prograns. This person shall be the primary point of contact
for his or her agency with REDI on issues and projects relating
to economcally distressed rural communities and with regard to
expediting project review, shall ensure a pronpt effective
response to problens arising with regard to rural issues, and
shall work closely with the other REDI representatives in the
identification of opportunities for preferential awards of
program funds and al | omances and wai ver of program requirenents
when necessary to encourage and facilitate long-term private

capital investnment and job creation.
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105 (c) The REDI representatives shall work with REDI in the
106| review and evaluation of statutes and rules for adverse inpact
107| on rural conmunities and the devel opnent of alternative

108| proposals to mtigate that inpact.

109 (d) Each REDI representative shall be responsible for

110| ensuring that each district office or facility of his or her

111| agency is infornmed about the Rural Econom c Devel opnent

112| Initiative and for providing assistance throughout the agency in
113 the inplenentation of REDI activities.

114 (7)(a) REDI may recommend to the Governor up to three

115 rural areas of critical economc concern. A rural area of

116| critical econom c concern nust be a rural conmmunity, or a region
117| conposed of such, that has been adversely affected by an

118| extraordi nary econom c event or a natural disaster or that

119| presents a uni que econom c devel opnent opportunity of regional
120| inpact that will create nore than 1,000 jobs over a 5-year

121| period. The Governor nmay by executive order designate up to

122| three rural areas of critical econom c concern which wll

123| establish these areas as priority assignnments for RED as well
124| as to allow the Governor, acting through REDI, to waive

125| criteria, requirenents, or simlar provisions of any economc
126| devel opnent incentive. Such incentives shall include, but not be
127 limted to: the Qualified Target Industry Tax Refund Program
128| wunder s. 288.106, the Quick Response Trai ning Program under s.
129| 288.047, the Quick Response Training Program for participants in
130| the welfare transition programunder s. 288.047(8),

131| transportation projects under s. 288.063, the brownfield

132| redevel opnent bonus refund under s. 288.107, and the rural job
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133| tax credit programunder ss. 212.098 and 220.1895. Desi gnation
134| as a rural area of critical econom c concern under this

135| subsection shall be contingent upon the execution of a

136 nenorandum of agreenent anong the O fice of Tourism Trade, and
137| Econom c Devel opnent; the governing body of the county; and the
138| governing bodies of any nmunicipalities to be included within a
139| rural area of critical econom c concern. Such agreenent shall
140| specify the ternms and conditions of the designation, including,
141 but not limted to, the duties and responsibilities of the

142| county and any participating nunicipalities to take actions

143| designed to facilitate the retention and expansi on of existing
144| businesses in the area, as well as the recruitnent of new

145| businesses to the area.

146 (b) The term "fiscally constrai ned county" neans a county

147| designated as a rural area of critical econonm c concern for

148| which the value of a mll in the county is no nore than $3

149| mllion based on the property valuations and tax data annually
150 published by the Departnent of Revenue under s. 195.052. It is

151| the intent of the Legislature that a fiscally constrai ned county

152 for which the value of a mll in the county is at |least $1

153| mllion, and which receives benefits fromthe state, denonstrate

154| progress toward ending its status as a fiscally constrained

155 county and, as appropriate, provide increasing amounts of |oca

156| financial support, commensurate with such progress, as nmatch for
157| state benefits.

158 Section 3. Section 288.06571, Florida Statutes, is created
159| to read:

160 288. 06571 Fiscally constrained county grants.- -
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161 (1) Definitions.--As used in this section, the term
162 (a) "Fiscally constrained county" has the sane neani ng
163| ascribed in s. 288.0656.
164 (b) "Departnment"” neans the Departnent of Community
165| Affairs.
166 (2) The departnent may accept and admi ni ster noneys

167| appropriated to it for providing grants to assist fiscally

168| constrai ned counties with government services or infrastructure

169| devel opnent, including, but not limted to, for use as natching

170| funds for larger grants that would i nprove governnent services

171 or pronote infrastructure devel opnent or for use as seed funding

172| for |ong-term projects.

173 (3) The departnment, in consultation with the Rural

174| Econom c Devel opnent Initiative, shall establish a grant

175| application process for fiscally constrained counties. It is the

176 intent of the Legislature that the process pronote ful

177| participation of eligible applicants by providing a grant award

178 to each eligible county that conpl etes the application process,

179| and award anounts shall be determ ned using a weighted factor

180 based on local efforts, including, but not limted to, mlls

181| levied. The process nust not be burdensone to any applicant. The

182 Rural Econom c Devel opnent Initiative shall provide, or

183| facilitate the provision of, technical and adm nistrative

184| assistance to any applicant that requests assistance in

185| conpleting an application or to any grantee that requests such

186| assistance with respect to grant-related activities.

187 (4) The Rural Econom c Devel opnent Initiative shal

188| directly and aggressively inform through vari ous conmuni cati ons
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189 nedia, fiscally constrained counties about the grant program and

190 the availability of funds.

191 (5) The departnment, in consultation with the Rural

192| Econom c Devel opnent Initiative, shall establish criteria for

193| reviewing grant applications. These criteria nust include, but

194 are not limted to, the need for a grant and the degree of

195| participation and commtnent by the |local conmunity in the

196| proposed grant-funded activity.

197 (6) The departnent and the Rural Econoni ¢ Devel opnent

198| Initiative shall review grant applications. The departnent, in

199 consultation with the Rural Econoni c Devel opnment Initiative,

200| shall approve grant award anounts and award grants as soon as

201| practicable after such review.

202 (7) At l|least annually and upon conpletion of grant-funded

203| activities, a fiscally constrained county receiving a grant nust

204| provide the departnment with a witten report describing the

205| status of grant-funded activities, the cunul ative benefit to the

206| county of those activities, the nature and anount of | ocal or

207| other financial support used for those activities, and the

208| progress nade toward ending the county's status as a fiscally

209| constrained county. The departnent shall transmt a copy of the

210| report to the Rural Econom c Devel opnent Initiative.

211 (8) The departnent nmay adopt rules pursuant to ss.
212| 120.536(1) and 120.54 to inplenent the provisions of this
213| section conferring duties upon it.

214 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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