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SENATE AMENDVENT
Bill No. CS for CS for CS for SB 1184, 1st Eng.
Amendment No.  Barcode 044108

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

7/ ADY 3R
04/ 24/ 2004 11: 36 AM

Senator Garcia and Canpbel | mnoved the follow ng amendnent :

Senate Amendnent (with title anendnent)

On page 14, between lines 2 and 3,

i nsert:
Section 5. Section 718.5011, Florida Statutes, is
created to read:

718. 5011 Onbudsnan; appoi ntnent; adm ni stration.--

(1) There is created an O fice of the Condon ni um

Onbudsman, to be | ocated for admni strative purposes, within

the Division of Florida Land Sal es, Condom ni uns, and Mbil e

Honmes. The functions of the office shall be funded by the

D vision of Florida Land Sal es, GCondoni ni uns, and Mbil e Hones

Trust Fund. The onbudsnman shall be a bureau chief of the

division and the office shall be set within the division in

the sane manner as any other bureau is staffed and funded.

(2) The CGovernor shall appoint the onbudsman. The

onbudsman nust be an attorney admtted to practice before the

Florida Suprene Court and shall serve at the pleasure of the

Governor. A vacancy in the office shall be filled in the same
1
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SENATE ANMENDVENT
Bill No. CSfor CS for CS for SB 1184, 1st Eng.
Amendrment No. _ Barcode 044108

nmanner _as the original appointnment. An officer or full-tine

enpl oyee of the onbudsnman's office may not actively engage in

any ot her business or profession; serve as the representative

of any political party., executive commttee, or other

governing body of a political party; serve as an executive,

officer, or enployee of a political party:. receive

renuneration for activities on behalf of any candi date for

public office; or engage in soliciting votes or other

activities on behalf of a candidate for public office. The

onbudsman _or _any enpl oyee of his or her office may not becone

a candidate for election to public office unless he or she

first resigns fromhis or her office or enpl oynent.

Section 6. Section 718.5012, Florida Statutes, is

created to read:

718.5012 Onbudsnan; powers and duties. --The onbudsnan

shall have the powers that are necessary to carry out the

duties of his or her office, including the follow ng specific

OWer s.

(1) To have access to and use of all files and records

of the division.

(2) To enploy professional and clerical staff as

necessary for the efficient operation of the office.

(3) To prepare and issue reports and reconmendati ons

to the Governor, the departnent., the division, the Advisory

Council on Condomi ni uns, the President of the Senate, and the

Speaker of the House of Representatives on any matter or

subject within the jurisdiction of the division. The onbudsnan

shall nake recommendati ons he or she deens appropriate for

legislation relative to division procedures, rules,

jurisdiction, personnel, and functions.

(4) To act as |liaison between the division, unit
2
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owners, boards of directors, board nenbers, conmunity

associ ation managers, and other affected parties. The

onbudsman shall devel op policies and procedures to assist unit

owners, boards of directors, board nenbers, comunity

associ ati on nmanagers, and other affected parties to understand

their rights and responsibilities as set forth in this chapter

and t he condom ni um docunents governing their respective

associ ation. The onbudsman shall coordi nate and assist in the

preparati on and adopti on of educational and reference

naterial, and shall endeavor to coordinate with private or

volunteer providers of these services, so that the

availability of these resources is nade known to the | argest

possi bl e audi ence.

(5) To nonitor and review procedures and di sputes

concer ni ng _condom ni um el ecti ons or neetings, including, but

not limted to, recommendi ng that the division pursue

enforcenent _action in any nmanner where there is reasonabl e

cause to believe that el ection m sconduct has occurred.

(6) To nmake recommendations to the division for

changes in rules and procedures for the filing, investigation

and resolution of conplaints filed by unit owners,

associ ati ons, and nanagers.

(7) To provide resources to assi st nenbers of boards

of directors and officers of associations to carry out their

powers and duties consistent with this chapter, division

rul es, and the condom ni um docunents governi ng the

associ ation

(8) To encourage and facilitate voluntary neetings

with and between unit owners, boards of directors, board

nenbers, conmmunity associ ati on managers, and ot her affected

parti es when the neetings nmay assist in resolving a dispute
3
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within a community associ ati on before a person submts a

di spute for a formal or admnistrative renedy. It is the

intent of the Leqgislature that the onbudsnman act as a neutra

resource for both the rights and responsibilities of unit

owners, associations, and board nenbers.

Section 7. Section 718.5014, Florida Statutes, is

created to read:

718.5014 Onbudsnan | ocati on. --The onbudsnan shal

naintain his or her principal office in Leon County on the

premises of the division or, if suitable space cannot be

provi ded there, at another place convenient to the offices of

the division which will enable the onbudsnman to expeditiously

carry out the duties and functions of his or her office. The

onbudsman may establish branch offices el sewhere in the state

upon the concurrence of the CGovernor

(Redesi gnat e subsequent sections.)

TI' TLE AMENDMENT

And the title is amended as foll ows:

Onh page 1, line 26, after the sem col on

insert:
creating s. 718.5011, F.S.; creating the Ofice
of the Condom ni um Qrbudsman within the
Division of Florida Land Sal es, Condom ni uns,
and Mobile Hones; directing the CGovernor to
appoi nt the onbudsman; requiring the onbudsman
to be an attorney; providing for the filling of
a vacant onbudsman posihion; prohi biting the
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onbudsman and staff from engaging in any ot her
profession, serving as a representative or

enpl oyee of any political party, or receiving
remuneration for activities on behal f of
political candidates; prohibiting the onbudsman
and staff from seeking public office unless
resigned fromthe Ofice of the Condom ni um
Orbudsnan; provi ding requi renents and
limtations for office staff; creating s.
718.5012, F.S.; providing for powers and duties
of the onbudsman; requiring the onbudsnan to
prepare and issue reports and nake
recomendati ons to specified persons; directing
the onbudsrman to be a |iaison between certain
parties, to monitor condom niumelections, to
assist unit owners and boards of directors, and
to encourage voluntary resol utions to disputes
before filing the matter as a formal conplaint;
creating s. 718.5014, F. S.; providing for the
principal location of the onbudsman's office in
Leon County; authorizing the onbudsman to
establ i sh branch offices el sewhere in the state

under specified circunstances;
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