Florida Senate - 2004 CS for SB 1200

By the Cormittee on Transportation; and Senat or Sebesta

306- 2409- 04

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to highway safety and notor

3 vehi cl es; anmending s. 316.605, F.S.; clarifying
4 that portion of a license plate which nust be
5 clear and plainly visible; anending s. 316. 613,
6 F.S.; elimnating authorization for the

7 Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mtor Vehicles
8 to expend certain funds; creating s. 316.6131
9 F.S.; authorizing the departnent to expend

10 certain funds; anending s. 319.29, F.S.

11 directing the verification of identity for

12 certain title certificates; anending s. 320.01
13 F.S.; clarifying the definition of the terns
14 "apportionabl e vehicle" and "commercial notor
15 vehi cl e"; anmending s. 320.05, F.S.; providing
16 that certain notor vehicle and vesse

17 information is available free of charge on the
18 departnment's website; anmending s. 320.06, F.S.
19 correcting a cross-reference; anendi ng s.
20 320. 0607, F.S.; directing the verification of
21 identity for certain vehicle |icense plates and
22 regi strations; anending s. 320.0843, F.S.
23 requiring that an applicant eligible for a
24 di sabl ed parking plate be noted on the
25 certificate; anmending s. 320.0848, F.S.
26 requiring the verification of identity for
27 certain disabled parking permts; anending s.
28 320.086, F.S.; revising provisions relating to
29 historical license plates; anending s. 320.58
30 F.S.; authorizing inspectors enpl oyed by the
31 departnment to enforce certain provisions
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1 relating to off-highway vehicles and vessels;

2 anending s. 322.20, F.S.; authorizing the

3 departnent to charge fees for electronic access

4 to specified information; requiring that

5 certain driver's license information be

6 avail able free of charge on the departnent's

7 website; anmending s. 328.11, F.S.; revising

8 requirements relating to the issuance of a

9 duplicate certificate of title for vessels;

10 providing an effective date.

11

12 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

13

14 Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 316.605, Florida
15| Statutes, is anended to read:

16 316. 605 Licensing of vehicles.--

17 (1) Every vehicle, at all tinmes while driven, stopped
18 | or parked upon any hi ghways, roads, or streets of this state,
19 | shall be licensed in the nane of the owner thereof in

20 | accordance with the laws of this state unless such vehicle is
21| not required by the laws of this state to be licensed in this
22 | state and shall, except as otherw se provided in s. 320.0706
23| for front-end registration |license plates on truck tractors,
24 | display the license plate or both of the |icense plates

25| assigned to it by the state, one on the rear and, if two, the
26 | other on the front of the vehicle, each to be securely

27 | fastened to the vehicle outside the main body of the vehicle
28 | in such manner as to prevent the plates fromsw nging, with
29 | all letters, nunerals, printing, witing, and other

30| identification marks upon the plates regarding the word

31 |"Florida," the registration decal, and the al phanuneric
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desi gnation shall be clear and distinct and free from

defacenent, nutilation, grease, and other obscuring matter, so
that they will be plainly visible and legible at all tines 100
feet fromthe rear or front. Nothing shall be placed upon the
face of a Florida plate except as pernitted by law or by rule
or regul ation of a governnental agency. No license plates
other than those furnished by the state shall be used.

However, if the vehicle is not required to be licensed in this
state, the license plates on such vehicle issued by another
state, by a territory, possession, or district of the United
States, or by a foreign country, substantially conplying with
t he provisions hereof, shall be considered as conplying with
this chapter. A violation of this subsection is a noncrimna
traffic infraction, punishable as a nonnoving violation as
provided in chapter 318.

Section 2. Subsection (4) of section 316.613, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

316.613 Child restraint requirenents.--

(4)tar It is the legislative intent that all state,
county, and local |aw enforcenent agencies, and safety
councils, in recognition of the problens with child death and
injury fromunrestrai ned occupancy in notor vehicles, conduct
a continuing safety and public awareness canpaign as to the

magni t ude of the probl em

Section 3. Section 316.6131, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
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1 316. 6131 Educational expenditures.--The departnent nay
2 | authorize the expenditure of funds for the purchase of

3| educational itens as part of the public infornmation and

4 | educati on canpai gns pronoti ng hi ghway safety and awareness as
5| well as departnmental community-based initiatives. Funds may be
6 | expended for, but are not linmted to, educational canpaigns

7| provided in chapters 316, 320, and 322 and s. 403.7145.

8 Section 4. Subsection (4) of section 319.29, Florida
9| Statutes, is anended to read:

10 319.29 Lost or destroyed certificates.--

11 (4) The departnent shall inplenent a systemto verify
12 | that the application is signed by a person authorized to

13 | receive a duplicate title certificate under this section if
14 | the address shown on the application is different fromthe

15 | address shown for the applicant on the records of the

16 | departnent. If the title is being delivered to soneone ot her
17 | than the owner of record, the identity of the person to whom
18 [ the title is delivered nmust be verified and the docunentation
19| of the verification nust be maintained by the departnent.

20 Section 5. Subsections (25) and (26) of section

21| 320.01, Florida Statutes, are anended to read

22 320.01 Definitions, general.--As used in the Florida
23| Statutes, except as otherw se provided, the term

24 (25) "Apportionable vehicle" nmeans any vehicle, except
25 | recreational vehicles, vehicles displaying restricted plates,
26 | city pickup and delivery vehicles, buses used in

27 | transportation of chartered parties, and governnent-owned

28 | vehicles, which is used or intended for use in two or nore

29 | nenber jurisdictions that allocate or proportionally register
30| vehicles and which is used for the transportation of persons
31
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1| for hire or is designed, used, or maintained primarily for the
2 | transportation of property and:

3 (a) |Is a power unit having a gross vehicle weight
4 | exeess of 26,001 pounds or nore;

5 (b) Is a power unit having three or nore axl es,

6 | regardl ess of weight; or

7 (c) |Is used in conbination, when the weight of such

8 | conmbi nation is exeeeds 26,001 pounds or nore gross vehicle

9 | wei ght.

10

11 | Vehicles, or conbinations thereof, having a gross vehicle

12 | wei ght of 26,001 pounds or |ess and two-axle vehicles nay be
13 | proportionally registered.

14 (26) "Commercial notor vehicle" means any vehicle that
15 | whiehr i s not owned or operated by a governnental entity, which
16 | uses special fuel or notor fuel on the public highways, and

17 | which has a gross vehicle weight of 26,001 pounds or nore, or
18 | has three or nore axles regardl ess of weight, or is used in

19 | conbi nati on when the weight of the steh conbination is exceeds
20 | 26, 001 pounds or nore gross vehicle weight.

21 Section 6. Subsection (3) of section 320.05, Florida
22 | Statutes, is anended to read:

23 320.05 Records of the departnent; inspection

24 | procedure; lists and searches; fees.--

25 (3)(a) The departnent is authorized, upon application
26 | of any person and paynent of the proper fees, to prepare and
27 | furnish lists containing notor vehicle or vessel information
28 | in a sueh formas the department may authorize, to search the
29 | records of the departnent and nake reports thereof, and to

30 | make phot ographi c copi es of the departnent records and

31| attestations thereof.
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(b) Fees therefor shall be charged and coll ected as
foll ows:

1. For providing lists of notor vehicle or vessel
records for the entire state, or any part or parts thereof,
di vided according to counties, a sumconputed at a rate of not
less than 1 cent nor nore than 5 cents per item

2. For providing noncertified photographic copies of
not or vehicle or vessel docunents, $1 per page.

3. For providing noncertified photographic copies of
ni crographic records, $1 per page.

4. For providing certified copies of notor vehicle or
vessel records, $3 per record.

5. For providing noncertified conputer-generated
printouts of notor vehicle or vessel records, 50 cents per
record.

6. For providing certified conputer-generated
printouts of notor vehicle or vessel records, $3 per record.

7. For providing electronic access to notor vehicle,
vessel, and nobile hone registration data requested by tag,
vehicle identification nunber, title nunber, or decal nunber
50 cents per item except that information provided via the

departnent's Internet website is free of charge.

8.9~ For providing lists of |icensed nobile hone
deal ers and manuf acturers and recreational vehicle deal ers and
manuf acturers, $15 per |ist.

9. 36— For providing lists of |icensed notor vehicle
deal ers, $25 per |ist.
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10. ++— For each copy of a vi deotape record, $15 per
t ape.

11. 2~ For each copy of the Division of Mdtor Vehicles
Pr ocedur es Manual , $25.

(c) Fees collected under purstant—te paragraph (b)
shal | be deposited into the H ghway Safety Operating Trust
Fund.

(d) The department shall furnish the sueh information
wi thout charge to any court or governnental entity.

(e) \When notor vehicle, vessel, or nobile hone
registration data is provided by el ectronic access through a
tax collector's office, a fee for the electronic access is not
required to be assessed. However, at the tax collector's
di scretion, a fee equal to or less than the fee charged by the
departnent for the sueh informati on may be assessed by the tax
collector for the electronic access. Notwi thstandi ng paragraph
(c), any funds collected by the tax collector as a result of
provi di ng steh access shall be retained by the tax coll ector

Section 7. Subsection (4) of section 320.06, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

320.06 Registration certificates, license plates, and
val i dation stickers generally.--

(4) The corporation organi zed under chapter 946 may
manuf acture |icense plates, validation stickers, and decals,
as well as tenporary tags, disabled hang tags, vessel decals,
and fuel use decals, for the Departnent of H ghway Safety and
Mot or Vehicles as provided in this chapter and chapter 328
327. The Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mdtor Vehicles is
not required to obtain conpetitive bids in order to contract
with the corporation.
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Section 8. Section 320.0607, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

320. 0607 Repl acenment |icense plates, validation decal
or nobile hone sticker.--

(1) A Any |aw enforcenent officer or departnent
license and registration inspector nay at any tine inspect a
license plate or validation decal for proper display and
legibility as prescribed by chapter 316. A danmaged or defaced
pl ate or decal may be required to be repl aced.

(2) When a license plate, nobile hone sticker, or
val i dati on decal has been | ost, stolen, or destroyed, the
owner of the notor vehicle or nobile hone for which the plate,
sticker, or decal was issued shall nmake application to the
departnent for a replacenent. The application shall contain
the plate, sticker, or decal nunber being replaced and a
statenent that the itemwas |ost, stolen, or destroyed. If the
application includes a copy of the police report prepared in
response to a report of a stolen plate, sticker, or decal
such plate, sticker, or decal nust be replaced at no char ge.

(3) The departnent shall inplenent a systemto verify

that the replacenent application is signed by a person

authorized to receive a replacenent license plate or duplicate

registration if the address on the application is different

fromthe address for the applicant on the records of the

departnment. If the replacenent |license plate or registration

is being delivered to soneone other than the owner of record,

proof of identity for that person nust be verified and the

physi cal docunentation of the verification nust be maintai ned

by the departnent.
(4) 3y Except as provided in subsection (2), in al
steh cases, upon filing ef an application acconpanied by a fee
8
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of $10 plus applicable service charges, the departnent shal
i ssue a replacenent plate, sticker, or decal as the case nay
be if it is satisfied that the information reported in the
application is true. The replacenent fee shall be deposited
into the H ghway Safety Operating Trust Fund.

(5)t4) Any license plate, sticker, or decal lost in
the nail shall may be replaced at no charge. A Neirther—the
servi ce charge or nrer—the replacenent fee nay not shat- be
applied to the this replacenent. However, the application for
a replacenent nust shatH contain a statement that the |icense
plate, sticker, or decal was lost in the mail ef—such+fact,
the audit nunber of the lost item and the date issued.

(6) £5); Upon the issuance of an original |icense plate,
the applicant shall pay a fee of $10 to be deposited in the
H ghway Safety Operating Trust Fund.

(7) 6y Al funds derived fromthe sale of tenporary
t ags under the—provisions—oef s. 320.131 shall be deposited in
the Hi ghway Safety Operating Trust Fund.

Section 9. Section 320.0843, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

320. 0843 License plates for persons with disabilities
eligible for pernmanent disabled parking pernits.--

(1) An Any owner or |essee of a notor vehicle who
resides in this state and qualifies for a disabled parking
permt under s. 320.0848(2), upon application to the
departnment and paynent of the license tax for a notor vehicle
regi stered under s. 320.08(2), (3)(a), (b), (c), or (e),
(4)(a) or (b), (6)(a), or (9)(c) or (d), shall be issued a
license plate as provided by s. 320.06 which, in lieu of the
serial nunber prescribed by s. 320.06, shall be stanped with
the international wheel chair user synbol after the serial
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nunber of the license plate. The license plate entitles the
person to all privileges afforded by a parking pernit issued
under s. 320.0848. If nore than one registrant is listed on

the registration i ssued under this section, the eligible

applicant for the license plate shall be noted on the

registration certificate.

(2) Al applications for these steh |icense plates
nmust be nade to the departnent.

Section 10. Paragraph (f) of subsection (2) of section
320.0848, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

320.0848 Persons who have disabilities; issuance of
di sabl ed parking pernits; tenporary pernits; permts for
certain providers of transportation services to persons who
have disabilities.--

(2) DI SABLED PARKI NG PERM T; PERSONS W TH LONG TERM
MOBI LI TY PROBLEMS. - -

(f) To obtain a replacenment for a disabl ed parking
permt that has been | ost or stolen, a person nust subnit an
application on a formprescribed by the departnent and nust
pay a replacenent fee in the anmount of $1.00, to be retained
by the issuing agency. If the person subnmits with the
application a police report docunenting that the pernit was
stolen, there is no replacenent fee. The departnent shal

i npl erent a systemto verify that the application for a

di sabl ed parking pernit is signed by a person authorized to

receive a replacenent or duplicate disabled parking pernmit if

the address on the application is different fromthe address

for the applicant on the records of the departnent. |If the

repl acenent or duplicate disabled parking permt is being

delivered to sonmeone other than the owner of record, proof of

identity for that person nust be verified and the physica
10
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1| docunentation of the verification nust be maintained by the

2 | departnent.

3 Section 11. Subsection (4) of section 320.086, Florida
4| Statutes, is anended to read:

5 320.086 Ancient or antique notor vehicles; "horsel ess
6| carriage," antique, or historical license plates.--

7 (4) Any person who is the regi stered owner of a notor
8 | vehicle as defined in this section and manufactured in the

9 | nodel year 1975 1974 or earlier, may apply to the department
10| for permission to use a historical Florida license plate that
11| clearly represents the nodel year of the vehicle as a

12 | personalized prestige license plate. This plate shall be

13 | furnished by the stueh person and shall be presented to the

14 | departnent with a reasonable fee to be determ ned by the

15 | departnent for approval and for authentication that the

16 | historic license plate and any applicable decals were issued
17 | by this state in the sane year as the nodel year of the car or
18 | truck. The requirenents of s. 320.0805(8)(b) do not apply to
19 | historical plates authorized under this subsection
20 Section 12. Section 320.58, Florida Statutes, is
21 | anended to read
22 320.58 License inspectors; powers, appointnent.--
23 (1) (a) The departnent shall appoint as many |icense
24 | inspectors and supervisors as it deems necessary to enforce
25| the provisions of this chapter and chapters 317, 319, 322, and
26 | 324, and 328. In order to enforce the provisions of these
27 | laws, the inspectors are enpowered to enter on both publicly
28 | owned and privately owned property and to issue uniform
29 | traffic citations to persons found in violation thereof. The
30 | departnent is further enpowered to del egate the power to issue
3l | uniformtraffic citations to persons acting as its agents for

11
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t he purpose of enforcing the registration provisions of this
chapter, which may include, but are not be limted to,
personnel enpl oyed by district school boards as agreed to by
t he school board and the county tax coll ector

(b) License inspectors appointed under ptrstant—to
this section and agents del egated by the departnent are not to
be considered for nenbership in the state high-risk retirenent
program

(2) Any person who fails or refuses to surrender his
or her driver's license, registration certificate, and |icense
pl ate upon | awful demand of an inspector, supervisor, or
aut hori zed agent of the departnent conmits is—gutty—of a
m sdeneanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082 or s. 775.083.

Section 13. Subsection (11) of section 322.20, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

322.20 Records of the departnent; fees; destruction of
records. - -

(11)(a) The departnent is authorized to charge the
following fees for the follow ng services and docunents:

1. For providing a transcript of any one individual's
driver history record or any portion thereof for the past 3
years or for searching for the sueh record when no record is
found to be on file.... ... ... . . . . . $2.10

2. For providing a transcript of any one individual's
driver history record or any portion thereof for the past 7
years or for searching for the sueh record when no record is
found to be on file.... ... ... . . . . . . $3.10

3. For providing a certified copy of a transcript of
the driver history record or any portion thereof for any one
individual .. ... . $3.10
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4. For providing a certified photographic copy of a
dOCUMENL, Per PaAgE. . . ittt e e $1.00
5. For providing an exenplified record.......... $15. 00
6. For providing photocopi es of docunents, papers,
letters, clearances, or license or insurance status reports,
PEI PAGE. ottt $0. 50
7. For assisting persons in searching any one
i ndividual's driver record at a ternminal |ocated at the
departnent's general headquarters in Tallahassee......... $2.00
8. For providing electronic access to driver's license

status by nane, gender, and date of birth, or by driver

license nunber, per item............ ... .0 ... $0. 50,

except that information provided via the departnent's |nternet

shall be free of charge
(b) The department shall furnish the sueh information
wi thout charge to any local, state, or federal |aw enforcenent

agency or court upon proof satisfactory to the departnent as
to the purpose of the investigation.

Section 14. Subsection (2) of section 328.11, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

328.11 Duplicate certificate of title.--

(2) In addition to the fee inposed by subsection (1),
t he Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or Vehicles shal
charge a fee of $5 for expedited service in issuing a
tupteate certificate of title. Application for such expedited
service may be made by mail or in person. The departnent
shal | issue each certificate of title applied for under this
subsection within 5 working days after recei pt of a proper
application or shall refund the additional $5 fee upon witten
request by the applicant.
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Section 15. This act shall take effect upon beconming a
| aw.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1200

This CS clarifies that portion of the |icense plate which nust
be clear and plainly visible. Specifically, the word
"Florida,"™ the registration decal and the al phanumeric
designation must be plainly visible and free from obscuring

obj ect s.
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