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Florida Senate - 2004 (NP) SR 1202
By Senators Cowi n, Lawson, Argenzi ano, Dockery, Constanti ne,
Atwater, Siplin, Clary, Fasano, Wse, Snmth, bster, Lynn,
Eggden, Canpbel i, Pruitt, Aronberg, Klein, Garcia, Dawson and
20- 765B- 04
Senate Resolution No.

A resol ution recogni zing March 31, 2004, as

"Local Water Sources First Day," supporting the

continued inclusion of a "local sources first"

policy in chapter 373, Florida Statutes, and

opposi ng any anendnent to the state's water

resource policy which allows, encourages, or

pronot es wat er transfers.

VWHEREAS, Florida's water resources are a natura
resource and not a commodity to be sold or transferred to the
hi ghest bi dder, and

WHEREAS, the Florida Senate supports a state "loca
sources first" policy in state | aw, and

WHEREAS, the Florida Senate recogni zes that the
continued retention of the local sources first policy is
integral to protecting the state's water resources, advancing
| ong-term sust ai nabl e wat er-resource devel opnent and supply
systens, and preserving the rights and opportunities of |oca
residents to secure and sustain their future prosperity and
gquality of life through the use and enjoynent of |ocal water
resour ces, and

WHEREAS, the Florida Senate supports the fundanental
principles of the state's water |law which require that a
proposed use of water be reasonable and beneficial, not
interfere with an existing | egal use of water, and be
consistent with the public interest, and

WHEREAS, the Florida Senate opposes |egislation that
shifts water-supply allocation froma publicly regul ated
process to a nmarket-driven process, and
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WHEREAS, the Florida Senate opposes |egislation that

underm nes a fundanental principle of water |aw which
establishes a right of use rather than a right of ownership,
and

WHEREAS, the Florida Senate recently |learned that the
Fl orida Council of 100 intends to request a repeal or
nodi fication of chapter 373, Florida Statutes, to elimnate
provisions that establish a policy for using |ocal water
sources first, and

WHEREAS, the Florida Senate w shes to go on record that
such a proposal is ill-considered and will put the state's
surface waters and aquifers at risk of irreparable harmfor
irresponsible short-termgain by linited special-interest
groups, and

WHEREAS, the Florida Senate believes that any
di scussion of regional water transfer, before using |loca
sources or alternatives, is premature until mninmmflows and
| evel s have been established for all of the state's water
resources, NOWN THEREFCRE

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That the Florida Senate recognizes March 31, 2004, as
"Local Water Sources First Day," opposes any nodification to
chapter 373, Florida Statutes, as it relates to the current
"l ocal sources first" policy, and encourages its |egislative
col | eagues and the Governor to oppose a change in this policy.
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