Florida Senate - 2004 CS for SB 1296

By the Committee on Education; and Senator Aronberg

304- 2059- 04
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to school district and charter
3 school enpl oyees and contractors; anending s.
4 1012.32, F.S.; requiring both instructional and
5 noni nstructional personnel of charter schools
6 to file fingerprints with the school board of
7 the district within which the charter school is
8 | ocated; providing that contractors have the
9 sanme requirenents for fingerprinting as
10 enpl oyees; providing duties of the Departnent
11 of Law Enforcenent with respect to retention of
12 fingerprint records submitted on behal f of
13 school enpl oyees and contractors; providing for
14 the availability of such fingerprints;
15 requiring an arrest record to be reported to
16 the enploying or contracting school district;
17 requiring the Departnent of Law Enforcenent to
18 adopt rules setting an annual fee for
19 perforni ng searches; providing an effective
20 dat e.
21
22| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
23
24 Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 1012.32, Florida
25| Statutes, is anended to read:
26 1012.32 CQualifications of personnel.--
27 (2)(a) Instructional and noninstructional personne
28 | who are hired or contracted to fill positions requiring direct
29 | contact with students in any district school system or
30 | university lab school shall, upon enploynent or engagenent to
31| provide services, file a conplete set of fingerprints taken by
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an authorized | aw enforcenent officer or an enployee of the
school or district who is trained to take fingerprints.
I nstructional and noninstructional personnel who are hired or

contracted to fill positions in any charter school and nenbers

of the governing board of any charter school, in conpliance

with s. 1002.33(12)(g), shall, upon enpl oynent, engagenent of

services, or appointnent, file with the district school board

for the district in which the charter school is |ocated a

conpl ete set of fingerprints taken by an authorized | aw

enforcenent officer or an enpl oyee of the school or district

who is trained to take fingerprints. These fingerprints shal

be subnitted to the Departnent of Law Enforcenent for state
processing and to the Federal Bureau of I|nvestigation for
federal processing. The new enpl oyees or contractors shall be

on probationary status pending fingerprint processing and
determ nati on of conpliance with standards of good nora
character. Enployees or contractors found through fingerprint

processing to have been convicted of a crine involving nora
turpitude shall not be enpl oyed or engaged to provide services

in any position requiring direct contact with students.
Probati onary enpl oyees or contractors term nated because of

their crimnal record shall have the right to appeal such
deci sions. The cost of the fingerprint processing may be borne
by the district school board, the charter school, o the

enpl oyee, or the contractor

(b) Personnel who have been fingerprinted or screened
pursuant to this subsection and who have not been unenpl oyed
or unengaged to provide services in a public or charter schoo

for nmore than 90 days shall not be required to be
refingerprinted or rescreened in order to conply with the
requi rements of this subsection
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(c) Beginning July 1, 2004, all fingerprints submtted

to the Departnent of Law Enforcenent as required by paragraph

(a) shall be retained by the Departnent of Law Enforcenent and

entered in the statewide automated fingerprint identification

system aut horized by s. 943.05(2)(b). Such fingerprints nust

thereafter be available for all purposes and uses authorized

for arrest fingerprint cards entered in the statew de

automated fingerprint identification system pursuant to s.
943. 051.

(d) Begi nning Decenber 15, 2004, the Departnent of Law
Enforcenent shall search all arrest fingerprint cards received

under s. 943.051 against the fingerprints retained in the

statewi de autonated fingerprint identification system under

paragraph (c). Any arrest record that is identified with the

ret ai ned enpl oyee or contractual personnel fingerprints shal

be reported to the enploying or contracting school district.

Each school district shall participate in this search process

by paying an annual fee to the Departnent of Law Enforcenent

and by inform ng the Departnent of Law Enforcenent of any

change in the enploynent or contractual status or place of

enpl oynent or contracting of its instructional and

noni nstructional personnel whose fingerprints are retained

under paragraph (c). The Departnent of Law Enforcenent shal

adopt a rule setting the anbunt of the annual fee to be

i mposed upon each school district for perform ng these

searches and establishing the procedures for retaining the

fingerprints of enployee or contractual personnel and for

di ssem nating search results. The fee may be borne by the

di strict school board or by the enpl oyee or contracted person
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1296

The comittee substitute requires the Departnent of Law
Enforcenent to search all arrest flngerprlnt cards against the
fingerprints retained in the statew de autonated fln?erprlnt
identification systemthat are received by th ment of
Law Enforcenment from school districts for personnel havi ng
direct contact with students. The conmittee substitute
requires the Departnent of Law Enforcenent to report anY
arrest record matches to the school district. The commitee
substitute requires each school district to parti |pate in the
search Erocess by paying a fee and authorizes the Departnent
of Law Enforcenent to eStablish the fee by rule.
The committee substitute confarns the fln?erpr!nt requi rements
of contractors with a school district to the flnPerprl t
reqU|renents of contractors with a charter school as provided
inthe bil
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