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Florida Senate - 2004 (NP) SR 1428
By Senator W/I son

33-49A- 04
Senate Resolution No.
A resol ution recognizing April 20, 2004 as
"STOP Day" in the State of Florida.

VWHEREAS, violence in Anerica's schools threatens the
core of the educational process and deprives students and
teachers of opportunities to learn and teach wi thout the fear
of harm and

WHEREAS, "STOP Day" is intended to rai se awareness of
the growi ng epidemic of violence in Anerica's schools and to
encourage those who fonent violence to opt for peacefu
resolution of their grievances and a path of self-inprovenent
and healing, and

WHEREAS, students are urged to recite the "Stop Day"
pl edge, which states: "I pledge to be nonviolent and to
respect ny fellow classmates. | will report crinme or acts of
violence to appropriate officials or call Crine Stoppers to

report incidents anonynmously. | will not let the actions of a
few make ny school dangerous or unsafe. | want a safe
| earni ng environnent and will work with ny fell ow students to

make it so," and

WHEREAS, "STOP Day" participants are urged to show
their support by devel opi ng anti-viol ence community service
projects, inviting | egal professionals to speak to student
groups, conducting open-ended skits that all ow student
observers to predict outcones of conflict based upon real life
choi ces, devel oping a process that encourages the reporting of
school crinme or violence, and conducting nock trials, and

WHEREAS, "STOP Day" will give every student in Florida
an opportunity to evaluate this critical issue and assess his
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or her role in preventing crine or violence in our schools,
NOW THEREFORE

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:
That the Florida Senate is aware of the inportance of

stoppi ng violence in schools and recogni zes April 20, 2004 as
"STOP Day" in the State of Florida.
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