CS for SB 1588 First Engrossed

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to specialty |icense plates;

3 anmendi ng s. 320.08053, F.S.; revising

4 requi renents for establishing a specialty

5 license plate; requiring subm ssion of a sanple
6 pl ate; increasing the nunmber of notor vehicle

7 owners who nust indicate, according to a

8 scientific sanple survey, that they intend to

9 purchase a proposed specialty plate; defining
10 the term"scientific sanple survey"; requiring
11 t he Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mot or

12 Vehicles to adopt rules relating to design

13 specification for speciality |license plates;

14 anmendi ng s. 320.08056, F.S.; revising design

15 requi renents; revising conditions and

16 procedures for the discontinuation of specialty
17 license plates; requiring the departnent, in

18 cooperation with | ocal tax collectors and the
19 Prison Rehabilitative |Industries and
20 Diversified Enterprises, Inc., to study the
21 possibility of using direct-to-custoner
22 distribution; requiring an analysis of the
23 i mpact of certain technol ogies; requiring the
24 departnment to report its findings to the
25 Legi sl ature; providing an effective date
26
27| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
28
29 Section 1. Section 320.08053, Florida Statutes, is
30| anended to read:
31
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320. 08053 Requirenents for requests to establish
specialty |icense plates.--

(1) An organization that seeks authorization to
establish a new specialty license plate for which an annua
use fee is to be charged must submit to the departnment:

(a) A request for the particular specialty |license
pl ate bei ng sought, describing the proposed specialty |license

plate in specific gereral terns, including a sanple plate that

conforns to the specifications set by the departnent and this

chapter, and that is in substantially final form

(b) The results of a scientific sanple survey of
Fl orida notor vehicle owners that indicates at |east 30,000
4506006 motor vehicle owners intend to purchase the proposed

specialty license plate at the increased cost. As used in this

paragraph, the term "scientific sanple survey" neans

information that is gathered froma representative subset of

the popul ation as a whole. The sanple survey of registered

not or vehicl e owners nust be perfornmed i ndependently of the
requesting organi zation by an organi zation that conducts
simlar sanple surveys as a normal course of business. Prior
to conducting a sanple survey for the purposes of this
section, a requesting organi zation nust obtain a determ nation
fromthe departnment that the organization selected to conduct
the survey perfornms simlar surveys as a normal course of

busi ness and is i ndependent of the requesting organi zation

The net hodol ogy, results, and any evaluation by the depart nent

of the scientific sanple survey shall be validated by the

Auditor General as a condition precedent to subm ssion of the

specialty license plate for approval by the Legislature.

(c) An application fee, not to exceed $60, 000, to

defray the department's cost for reviewi ng the application and
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devel oping the specialty license plate, if authorized. State
funds may not be used to pay the application fee, except for
coll egiate specialty license plates authorized in s.
320. 08058(3) and (13). The specialty license plate application
provi sions of this act shall not apply to any organi zation
whi ch has requested and received the required fornms for
obtaining a specialty |license plate authorization fromthe
Department of Hi ghway Safety and Motor Vehicles, has opened a
bank account for the funds collected for the specialty |icense
tag and has nade deposits to such an account, and has obtai ned
signatures toward conpleting the requirenments for the
specialty license tag. Al applications requested on or after
the effective date of this act nust neet the requirenments of
this act.

(d) A nmarketing strategy outlining short-term and
| ong-term marketing plans for the requested specialty |license
plate and a financial analysis outlining the anticipated
revenues and the planned expenditures of the revenues to be
derived fromthe sale of the requested specialty |icense

pl at es.

The information required under this subsection nust be
subnmitted to the departnment at |east 90 days before the
conveni ng of the next regular session of the Legislature.

(2) If the specialty |license plate requested by the
organi zation is approved by |aw, the organization nmust submt
the proposed art design for the specialty license plate to the

departnment, in a nedium prescribed by the department, as soon

as practicable, but no later than 60 days after the act
approving the specialty |license plate beconmes a law. |f the

specialty |license plate requested by the organization is not
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1| approved by the Legislature, the application fee shall be

2| refunded to the requesting organi zati on.

3 (3) The departnent shall adopt rules providing

4| viewpoint-neutral specifications for the design of speciality
5| License plates that pronpte or enhance the readability of al
6| speciality license plates and that discourage counterfeiting.
7| The rules shall provide uniformspecifications requiring

8| inclusion of the word "Florida" in the sanme |ocation on each
9| specialty license plate, in such a size and location that is
10| clearly identifiable on the specialty license plate when

11| nmounted on a vehicle, and shall provide specifications for the
12| size and location of any words or |ogos appearing on a

13| specialty license plate.

14 Section 2. Subsections (6), (7) and (8) of section
15| 320.08056, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

16 320. 08056 Specialty license plates.--

17 (6) Specialty license plates nust bear the design

18| required by law for the appropriate specialty |license plate,
19| and the designs and colors nmust conformto the departnent's
20| design specifications be—appreved—-by—thedepartrent. In

21| addition to a design, the specialty license plates nmay bear
22| the inprint of numerals from1 to 999, inclusive, capita

23| letters "A" through "Z," or a conbination thereof. The

24| departnment shall deternine the maxi mum nunber of characters,
25| including both nunmerals and letters. All specialty license
26| plates nust be otherwi se of the sane material and size as

27| standard license plates issued for any registration period.
28 ; - ea™

29

30| addition— A specialty |license plate may bear an appropriate
31
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slogan, _enblem or logo in a size and placenent that conforns

to the departnent's design specifications.

(7) The department shall annually retain fromthe
first proceeds derived fromthe annual use fees collected an
anount sufficient to defray each specialty plate's pro rata
share of the departnment's costs directly related to the

specialty license plate program isstirgthe—speectalty—plate.

Such costs shall include inventory costs, distribution costs,

direct costs to the departnent, costs associated with

reviewi ng each organi zation's conpliance with audit and

attestation requirenents of s. 320.08062, and any applicable
i ncreased costs of nmanufacturing the specialty license plate.
Any cost increase to the departnent related to actual cost of
the plate, including a reasonable vendor profit, shall be
verified by the Departnment of Managenment Services. The
bal ance of the proceeds fromthe annual use fees collected for
that specialty license plate shall be distributed as provi ded
by | aw.

(8)(a) The departnent nust discontinue the issuance of

an approved specialty |license plate if the nunber of valid

specialty plate registrations falls below 1,000 plates for at

| east 12 consecutive nonths. A warning letter shall be nmil ed

to the sponsoring organization following the first nonth in

which the total nunber of valid specialty plate reqgistrations

is below 1,000 plates. =
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(b) The department is authorized to discontinue the
i ssuance of a specialty license plate and distribution of
associ at ed annual use fee proceeds if the organization no
| onger exists, if the organization has stopped providing
services that are authorized to be funded fromthe annual use
fee proceeds, or pursuant to an organi zational recipient's
request. Organizations are required to notify the departnment
i medi ately to stop all warrants for plate sales if any of the
conditions in this section exist, and nust neet the
requi renents of s. 320.08062 for any period of operation

during a fiscal year

te—TFherequirerents—ofparagraph—{ar—shal—noet—apphy

Section 3. The Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mt or

Vehicles shall, in cooperation with representatives of the

local tax collectors and with Prison Rehabilitative |ndustries

and Diversified Enterprises, Inc., at Union Correctiona

Facility, study the operational and economic feasibility of

direct-to-custoner delivery of specialty license plates. The

study shall include, but not be linmted to, an analysis of the

potenti al operational and econoni c inpact of various

manuf acturing, inventory control, and product distribution

technologies on the speciality license plate program The

departnent shall report its findings to the President of the

Senat e _and the Speaker of the House of Representatives no
| ater than Decenber 31, 2004.
Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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