Florida Senate - 2004 CS for CS for CS for SB 1622

By the Committees on Appropriations; Health, Aging, and
Long- Term Care; Education; Mlitary and Veterans' "Affairs
Baseé Protection, and Spaceports; and Senators Fasano, Cla
Crhsg,lﬁlphln, Lynn, Wasserman Schultz, Haridopolos, MII
an ul I ar

ry,
er

309- 2564- 04
1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to nilitary famlies; anmending
3 s. 295.01, F.S.; revising certain requirenents
4 relating to schol arships for children of
5 deceased veterans; anending s. 445.007, F.S.
6 providing for the appointnment of a nmilitary
7 representative to certain regional workforce
8 boards; anmending s. 464.009, F.S.; renoving a
9 schedul ed repeal of provisions; providing for
10 | icensure by endorsenent of certain nurses
11 licensed in another state that is a nenber of
12 t he Nurse Licensure Conpact; anending s.
13 464. 022, F.S.; providing that certain nurses
14 relocating to this state nay perform nursing
15 services for a period of 120 days after
16 submtting application for |licensure; anending
17 s. 1002.39, F.S.; revising eligibility
18 requirenents for nmilitary dependents applying
19 for a John M MKay Schol arship; requiring the
20 State Board of Education to adopt rules;
21 anending s. 1003.05, F.S.; directing the
22 Departnent of Education to assist in the
23 devel opnent of nenoranda of agreenent between
24 school districts and military installations;
25 providing that qualifying mlitary dependents
26 receive priority admission to certain speci al
27 academ c prograns; creating s. 1008.221, F.S.
28 providing for alternate assessnments for the
29 grade 10 FCAT for certain nmilitary dependents;
30 anending s. 1009.21, F.S.; classifying
31 dependents of active duty nenbers of the arned
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5 64- 04
forces and certain liaison officers and their
spouses and dependent children as residents for
tuition purposes; directing Wrkforce Florida,
Inc., to establish an enpl oynent advocacy and
assi stance programtargeting mlitary spouses
and dependents; directing the Florida Housing
Fi nance Corporation to assess the housing needs
of Florida's mlitary fanilies; requiring a
report; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 295.01, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

295.01 Children of deceased or disabl ed veterans;
educati on. - -

(1) It is hereby declared to be the policy of the
state to provide educational opportunity at state expense for
dependent children either of whose parents was a resident of
the state at the tine such parent entered the Arnmed Forces
and:

(a) Died as a result of service-connected injuries,

di sease, or disability sustained while on active duty; ia—that

: - o ’ I
e o . . et i e i1
I i ed s I ; ;

e bt e : I T
(b) Has been

1. Deternmined by the United States Departnent of
Veterans Affairs or its predecessor to have a

2
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servi ce-connect ed 100-percent total and pernanent disability
rating for conpensation;

2. Deternmined to have a service-connected total and
permanent disability rating of 100 percent and is in receipt
of disability retirenent pay fromany branch of the United
States Armed Services; ;or

3. Issued a valid identification card by the
Departnent of Veterans' Affairs in accordance with s. 295.17,

when the parents of such children have been bona fide
residents of the state for 5 years next preceding their
application for the benefits hereof, and subject to the rul es,
restrictions, and limtations hereof.

Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 445.007, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

445, 007 Regi onal workforce boards; exenption from
public neetings |aw. --

(1) One regional workforce board shall be appointed in
each designated service delivery area and shall serve as the
| ocal workforce investnent board pursuant to Pub. L. No.
105-220. The nenbership of the board shall be consistent with
Pub. L. No. 105-220, Title I, s. 117(b), and contain one
representative froma nonpublic postsecondary educati ona
institution that is an authorized individual training account
provider within the region and confers certificates and
di pl omas, one representative froma nonpublic postsecondary
educational institution that is an authorized individua
training account provider within the region and confers
degrees, and three representatives of organized | abor. The
board shall include one representative froma nilitary

installation if a mlitary installation is |located within the
3
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regi on. I ndividual s serving as nmenbers of regional workforce
devel opnent boards or |ocal WAGES coalitions, as of June 30,
2000, are eligible for appointnent to regional workforce
boards, pursuant to this section. It is the intent of the
Legi sl ature that, whenever possible and to the greatest extent
practicable, nenbership of a regional workforce board include
persons who are current or former recipients of welfare
transition assistance as defined in s. 445.002(3) or workforce
services as provided in s. 445.009(1), or that such persons be
i ncluded as ex officio nmenbers of the board or of committees
organi zed by the board. The inportance of mnority and gender
representation shall be considered when nmaki ng appoi ntnents to
the board. If the regional workforce board enters into a
contract with an organi zation or individual represented on the
board of directors, the contract nust be approved by a
two-thirds vote of the entire board, and the board nmenber who
could benefit financially fromthe transaction nust abstain
fromvoting on the contract. A board nenber nust di sclose any
such conflict in a manner that is consistent with the
procedures outlined in s. 112.3143.

Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 464.009, Florida
Statutes, is anended, present subsections (3), (4), and (5) of
that section are redesignated as subsections (4), (5), and
(6), respectively, and a new subsection (3) is added to that
section, to read

464. 009 Licensure by endorsenent. --

(1) The departnent shall issue the appropriate |license
by endorsenent to practice professional or practical nursing
to an applicant who, upon applying to the departnent and
remitting a fee set by the board not to exceed $100,
denonstrates to the board that he or she:

4
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(a) Holds a valid license to practice professional or
practical nursing in another state or territory of the United
States, provided that, when the applicant secured his or her
original license, the requirenents for |licensure were
substantially equivalent to or nore stringent than those
existing in Florida at that tine;
(b) Meets the qualifications for licensure in s.
464. 008 and has successfully conpleted a state, regional, or
nati onal exanination which is substantially equivalent to or
nore stringent than the exani nation given by the departnent;
or
(c) Has actively practiced nursing in another state,

jurisdiction, or territory of the United States for 2 of the
preceding 3 years without having his or her |license acted
agai nst by the licensing authority of any jurisdiction.
Applicants who becone |licensed pursuant to this paragraph nust
conplete within 6 nonths after licensure a Florida | aws and
rul es course that is approved by the board. Once the
departnment has received the results of the national crimna
hi story check and has deternined that the applicant has no
crimnal history, the appropriate |license by endorsenent shal
be issued to the applicant. Fhis—paragraphis—repearetd—Juby—1-
2004, —untess—reenactedbythetLegistature-

(3) An applicant for licensure by endorsenent who is

relocating to this state pursuant to his or her

mlitary-connected spouse's official nmlitary orders and who

is licensed in another state that is a nenber of the Nurse

Li censure Conpact shall be deened to have satisfied the

requi renments of subsection (1) and shall be issued a license

by endorsenent upon subni ssion of the appropriate application

5
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1| and fees and conpletion of the crimnmnal background check

2 | required under subsection (4).

3 Section 4. Subsection (8) of section 464.022, Florida
4| Statutes, is anended to read:

5 464. 022 Exceptions.--No provision of this part shal

6 | be construed to prohibit:

7 (8) Any nurse currently licensed in another state or
8| territory of the United States from perforning nursing

9| services in this state for a period of 60 days after

10| furnishing to the enpl oyer satisfactory evidence of current
11 ) licensure in another state or territory and having subnitted
12 | proper application and fees to the board for licensure prior
13| to enploynent. If the nurse licensed in another state or

14 | territory is relocating to this state pursuant to his or her
15| nmlitary-connected spouse's official nmilitary orders, this

16 | period shall be 120 days after furnishing to the enpl oyer

17 | satisfactory evidence of current licensure in another state or
18 | territory and having submitted proper application and fees to
19 | the board for licensure prior to enpl oynent. The board nay

20 | extend this tinme for administrative purposes when necessary.
21 Section 5. Subsections (2) and (8) of section 1002. 39,
22| Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

23 1002.39 The John M MKay Schol arshi ps for Students
24| with Disabilities Program--There is established a program
25| that is separate and distinct fromthe Cpportunity Schol arship
26 | Program and is naned the John M MKay Schol arshi ps for

27 | Students with Disabilities Program pursuant to this section
28 (2) SCHOLARSHI P ELIABILITY.--The parent of a public
29 | school student with a disability who is dissatisfied with the
30 | student's progress may request and receive fromthe state a
31
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John M MKay Schol arship for the child to enroll in and
attend a private school in accordance with this section if:

(a) By assigned school attendance area or by speci al
assi gnnent, the student has spent the prior school year in
attendance at a Florida public school. Prior school year in
attendance neans that the student was enrolled and reported by
a school district for funding during the precedi ng Cctober and
February Florida Education Finance Program surveys in
ki ndergarten through grade 12. However, this paragraph does

not apply to a dependent child of a nenber of the United

States Arned Forces who transfers to a school in this state

fromout of state or froma foreign country pursuant to a

parent's pernmanent change of station orders. A dependent child

of a nenber of the United States Arned Forces who transfers to

a school in this state fromout of state or froma foreign

country pursuant to a parent's pernanent change of station

orders nust neet all other eligibility requirenents to

participate in the program

(b) The parent has obtai ned acceptance for adm ssion
of the student to a private school that is eligible for the
program under subsection (4) and has notified the schoo
district of the request for a scholarship at |east 60 days
prior to the date of the first scholarship paynent. The
parental notification nust be through a communication directly
to the district or through the Departnent of Education to the
district in a manner that creates a witten or electronic
record of the notification and the date of receipt of the
notification.

This section does not apply to a student who is enrolled in a
school operating for the purpose of providing educationa
7
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services to youth in Departnent of Juvenile Justice conm tnent
prograns. For purposes of continuity of educational choice,
the scholarship shall remain in force until the student
returns to a public school or graduates from hi gh school
However, at any tinme, the student's parent may renove the
student fromthe private school and place the student in
anot her private school that is eligible for the program under
subsection (4) or in a public school as provided in subsection
(3).

(8) RULES.--The State Board of Education shall may
adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to
adm nister this section, including rules that school districts

nmust use to expedite the devel opment of a matrix of services

based on a current individual education plan from anot her

state or a foreign country for a transferring student with a

disability who is a dependent child of a nenber of the United

States Arned Forces. The rules nust identify the appropriate

school district personnel who nust conplete the matri x of

services. For purposes of these rules, a transferring

student with a disability is one who was previously enrolled

as a student with a disability in an out-of-state or an

out-of -country public or private school or agency program and

who is transferring fromout of state or froma foreign

country pursuant to a parent's pernanent change of station

orders. However, the inclusion of eligible private schools
within options available to Florida public school students
does not expand the regulatory authority of the state, its
of ficers, or any school district to inpose any additiona
regul ation of private schools beyond those reasonably
necessary to enforce requirements expressly set forth in this
secti on.
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Section 6. Subsection (2) of section 1003.05, Florida
Statutes, is anended, and subsection (3) is added to that
section to read:

1003.05 Assistance to transitioning students from
mlitary famlies.--
(2) The Departnent of Education shall facilitate the

devel opnent and i npl enentati on of nenoranda of agreenent

bet ween school districts and nilitary installations which

© 00 N O O W DN PP

address strategies for assisting students who are the children

=
o

of active-duty mlitary personnel in the transition to Florida
school s. irdent+fy—i+ts—efforts—and——strategres—for—assisting
" I I . S I L orid

e
N

|

18 (3) Dependent children of active-duty nilitary

19 | personnel who otherwise neet the eligibility criteria for

20 | speci al academ c prograns offered through public schools shal
21| be given first preference for adm ssion to such prograns even
22| if the programis being offered through a public school other
23 | than the school to which the student would generally be

24 | assigned and the school at which the programis being offered
25| has reached its naxinumenrollnent. |f such a programis

26 | offered through a public school other than the school to which
27 | the student would generally be assigned, the parent or

28 | guardi an of the student nust assune responsibility for

29 | transporting the student to that school. For purposes of this
30 | subsection special academ c programs include charter schools,
31
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magnet school s, advanced studies prograns, advanced pl acenent,

dual enrollnment, and International Baccal aureate.

Section 7. Section 1008.221, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
1008. 221 Dependent children of nmilitary personne

transferring to Florida schools; equival encies for

standardi zed tests.--A dependent child of a nenber of the

United States Arned Forces who enters a public school at the

12th grade fromout of state or froma foreign country and

provi des satisfactory proof of attaining a score on an

approved alternative assessnent that is concordant to a

passi ng score on the grade 10 FCAT shall satisfy the

assessnent requirenent for a standard high school diplom as

provided in s. 1003.43(5)(a). For purposes of this section

approved alternative assessnents are the SAT and ACT.

Section 8. Paragraph (b) of subsection (10) of section
1009. 21, Florida Statutes, is anended, and paragraph (k) is
added to that subsection, to read:

1009.21 Deternination of resident status for tuition
pur poses. --Students shall be classified as residents or
nonresidents for the purpose of assessing tuition in comunity
coll eges and state universities.

(10) The follow ng persons shall be classified as
residents for tuition purposes:

(b) Active duty nenbers of the Arnmed Services of the
United States and their spouses and dependents attending a

public comunity college or state university within 50 mles
of the mlitary establishnment where they are stationed, if
such mlitary establishnment is within a county contiguous to
Fl ori da.

10
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(k) Active duty nenbers of a foreign nation's mlitary

who are serving as liaison officers and are residing or

stationed in this state, and their spouses and dependent

children, attending a conmunity coll ege or state university

within 50 miles of the nmilitary establishnment where the

foreign liaison officer is stationed.

Section 9. (1) The Legislature finds that nilitary

famlies are faced with a variety of chall enges, including

frequent relocations, recurring deploynents, |engthy periods

of separation, and hei ghtened anxi ety and uncertainty during

periods of conflict. A mlitary spouse's ability to gain job

skills and maintain a career contri butes to the fi nanci al

wel |l -being of the famly, spouse satisfaction with nmlitary

life, and nilitary retention and readiness. MIlitary spouses

are often required to ternminate their enploynent in order to

support their spouse's highly nobile nmlitary commitnent. The

unenpl oynent rate for mlitary spouses is approxi mately four

times the civilian unenploynent rate, and military spouse

earnings are significantly | ower than those of their

conparably educated civilian peers. Recognizing the

enpl oynent chal l enges faced by nilitary spouses and the

i mportance of military famlies to our conmmunities and

econony, the Legislature declares its intent to establish an

enpl oynent advocacy and assi stance programto serve Florida's

mlitary famlies.

(2) Workforce Florida, Inc., shall establish an

enpl oynent advocacy and assi stance programtargeting nilitary

spouses and dependents. This program shall deliver enpl oynent

assi stance services through mlitary fanily enpl oynent

advocates col ocated within sel ected one-stop career centers.

Persons eligible for assistance through this program shal
11
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i ncl ude spouses and dependents of active-duty nmilitary

personnel, Florida National Guard nenbers, and mlitary

reservists.
(3) Mlitary fanmily enpl oynent advocates are

responsi ble for providing the foll owing services and

activities:
(a) Coordination of enploynent assistance services

through mlitary base fam |y support centers, Florida's

one-stop career centers, and veteran-support organi zations.

(b) Training to one-stop career center nmnagers and

staff on the uni que enpl oynent needs and skills of nilitary

fam |y nenbers.

(c) Pronoting and nmarketing the benefits of enpl oying

mlitary fanmly nenbers to prospective enpl oyers.

(d) Assisting enploynent-seeking mlitary famly

nenbers through job counseling, job search and pl acenent

services, the dissem nation of information on educati onal and

training prograns, and the availability of support services.

(e) Oher enploynent assistance services Wrkforce

Florida, Inc., deems necessary.

(4) Workforce Florida, Inc., may enter into agreenents

with public and private entities to provide services

aut hori zed under this section.

Section 10. The Florida Housi ng Fi nance Corporation

shal | undertake an assessnent of the needs of active duty

mlitary personnel and their fanilies living in Florida for

af fordabl e housing. The needs assessnent shall provide

i nformati on on the popul ation characteristics of the service

personnel and their famlies having total gross inconmes of up

to 80 percent of the local area's nedian i ncone who are living

of f base, including, but not linmted to, the nunber of
12
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1| households by fanmily size, incone, and current tenancy; the

2| condition of existing housing; and the availability of

3 | honeowner and rental housing that is affordable to these

4 | service personnel and their fanmilies. The corporation shal

5| report its findings and recommendati ons to the Governor, the

6 | President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of

7 | Representatives, the Senate Mnority Leader, and the House

8| Mnority Leader by Decenber 31, 2004.

9 Section 11. This act shall take effect upon beconming a

10 | | aw

11

12 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N

13 O LS e 8B 162z~ Y

14

15| The conmittee substitute expands the provision under current
law allowing mlitary personnel living just outside of Florida

16 | to take advantage of " higher education tuition benefits to also

17 i nclude the depéndents of such mlitary personnel
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