F L ORIl DA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1627 2004

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to charter schools; anmending s. 1002. 33,

3 F.S.; authorizing conmunity coll eges and state

4 uni versities to sponsor charter schools on their own or in
5 partnership with i ndependent postsecondary educati onal

6 institutions; revising provisions relating to conpliance
7 with building construction standards; exenpting charter

8 school facilities fromconplying with certain Florida

9 Bui | di ng Code provisions; providing jurisdiction for

10 i nspections; providing an exenption from assessnent of

11 fees; providing for the use of educational inpact fees;

12 requiring a charter school sponsor to provide additional
13 services; anending s. 1013.62, F.S.; revising provisions
14 relating to eligibility for charter school capital outlay
15 fundi ng and the purposes for which such funds may be used;
16 del eting certain provisions relating to allocation of

17 appropriated funds; anmending s. 1002.32, F.S., to conform
18 provi ding an effective date.

19
20| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

21

22 Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (5), subsection
23| (18), and paragraph (a) of subsection (20) of section 1002. 33,
24| Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

25 1002. 33 Charter schools. --

26 (5) SPONSOR, DUTIES. - -

27 (a) Sponsoring entities.--
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28 1. A district school board nmay sponsor a charter school in

29| the county over which the district school board has
30| jurisdiction.

31 2. A community coll ege may sponsor a charter school within

32| each community college district on its own or in partnership

33| with an i ndependent postsecondary educational institution.

34 3. A state university may sponsor a charter school on its

35| own or in partnership with an i ndependent postsecondary

36| educational institution.

37 4.2~ A state university may grant a charter to a |lab

38| school created under s. 1002.32 and shall be considered to be
39| the school's sponsor. Such school shall be considered a charter
40( | ab school

41
42| A comunity college may work with the school district or school
43| districts in its designated service area to develop charter

44| schools that offer secondary education. These charter schools

45| nust include an option for students to receive an associ ate

46| degree upon high school graduation. District school boards shal
47| cooperate with and assist the community college on the charter
48| application. Conmunity coll ege applications for charter schools
49| are not subject to the tine deadlines outlined in subsection (6)
50 and may be approved by the district school board at any tine

51| during the year. Community colleges shall not report FTE for any
52| students who receive FTE funding through t he Florida Education
53| Finance Program

54 (18) FACILITIES. --

55 (a) A charter school shall utilize facilities which conply
56| with the Florida State—Unifoerm Buil di ng Code for—PRublic
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57 I , | i . I | '
58| 101337 orwith applicable state mnimum-building-codes pursuant
59| to chapter 553 and the Florida Fire Prevention Code state

60| mRiumfireprotection—codes pursuant to s. 633.025, as adopted

61| by the authority in whose jurisdiction the facility is |ocated.

62 (b) Any facility, or portion thereof, used to house a
63| charter school whose charter has been approved by the sponsor
64| and the governing board, pursuant to subsection (7), shall be

65| exenpt fromad val oremtaxes pursuant to s. 196.1983.

66 (c) Charter school facilities are not required to shatk-
67| wtitzefacities—whiech conmply with s. 423 of the Florida

68| Building Code, "State Requirenents for Educational Facilities,"

69| adopted pursuant to s. 1013.37. The agenci es having jurisdiction

70| for inspection of a facility and issuance of a certificate of

71| occupancy shall be the |local school district in conjunction with

72| the local fire marshal. Such inspections shall be schedul ed and

73| perforned jointly by the | ocal school district and the | ocal
74| fire marshal pursuant—to chapter 553—and the Florida Fire
75| Prevention Code—pursuant—to-chapter633.

76 (d) Charter school facilities are exenpt from assessnents

77| of fees for building permts, except as provided in s. 553. 80,

78| and building |icenses and from assessnents of inpact fees or

79| service availability fees.

80 (e) If adistrict school board facility or property is

81| available because it is surplus, nmarked for disposal, or

82| otherw se unused, it shall be provided for a charter school's
83| use on the sane basis as it is nade available to other public
84| schools in the district. A charter school receiving property

85| fromthe school district may not sell or dispose of such
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86| property without witten perm ssion of the school district.

87| Simlarly, for an existing public school converting to charter
88| status, no rental or leasing fee for the existing facility or

89| for the property nornmally inventoried to the conversion school
90| may be charged by the district school board to the parents and
91| teachers organizing the charter school. The charter organizers
92| shall agree to reasonabl e mai ntenance provisions in order to

93| mamintain the facility in a manner simlar to district school

94| board standards. The Public Education Capital Qutlay nai ntenance
95| funds or any other maintenance funds generated by the facility
96| operated as a conversion school shall remain with the conversion
97| school .

98 (f) To the extent that charter school facilities are

99| specifically created to mtigate the educational inpact created

100 by the devel opnent of new residential dwelling units, any

101| educational inpact fees required to be paid in connection with

102| the newresidential dwelling units nay be designated instead for

103| the construction of the charter school facilities that wll

104 mtigate the inpact. The party responsi ble for paynent of the

105| educational inpact fees and the |ocal zoning authority |evying

106| the educational inpact fees shall enter into an agreenent that

107| designates the educational inpact fees that will be all ocated

108| for the charter school student stations and ensures the tinely

109| and concurrent construction of the charter school student

110| stati ons.

111 (20) SERVI CES. - -

112 (a) A sponsor shall provide certain admnistrative and
113| educational services to charter schools. These services shal

114| include contract managenment services;~ full-time equival ent and
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115| data reporting services;; exceptional student education

116| adm nistration services;~ test adm nistration services,

117| including paynent of the costs of state or district required

118| tests;~ processing of teacher certificate data services;~ and

119| information services, including equal access to all data

120 managenent systens that are used by public schools in the
121| district in which the charter school is |ocated. A total

122| admnistrative fee for the provision of such services shall be
123| cal cul ated based upon 5 percent of the avail able funds defined
124| in paragraph (17)(b) for all students. However, a sponsor nmay
125| only withhold a 5-percent admi nistrative fee for enrollnent for
126 up to and including 500 students. For charter schools with a
127| popul ation of 501 or nore students, the difference between the
128| total administrative fee calculation and the anmount of the

129| admnistrative fee wthheld may only be used for capital outlay
130| purposes specified in s. 1013.62(2).

131 Section 2. Subsections (1), (2), and (7) of section

132| 1013.62, Florida Statutes, are anmended to read:

133 1013.62 Charter schools capital outlay funding.--

134 (1) In each year in which funds are appropriated for

135| charter school capital outlay purposes, the Conm ssioner of

136 Education shall allocate the funds anong eligible charter

137| schools. To be eligible for a funding allocation, a charter

138| school nust:

139 (a)l. Have received capital outlay funding for the 2003-

140 2004 school vyear;

141 2.1~ Have been in operation for 3 or nore years,
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142 3.2~ Be an expanded feeder chain of a charter school

143 within the sanme school district that is currently receiving

144| charter school capital outlay funds; or

145 4.3~ Have been accredited by the Conm ssion on School s of
146| the Southern Association of Colleges and School s.

147 (b) Have financial stability for future operation as a
148| charter school

149 (c) Have satisfactory student achi evenent based on state
150| accountability standards applicable to the charter school.

151 (d) Have received final approval fromits sponsor pursuant
152| to s. 1002.33 for operation during that fiscal year.

153 (e) Serve students in facilities that are not provided by
154 the charter school's sponsor

155
156| Prior to the release of capital outlay funds to a schoo

157| district on behalf of the charter school, the Departnent of

158| Education shall ensure that the district school board and the
159| charter school governing board enter into a witten agreenent
160| that includes provisions for the reversion of any unencunbered
161| funds and all equi pnment and property purchased with public

162| education funds to the ownership of the district school board,
163| as provided for in subsection (3), in the event that the school
164| term nates operations. Any funds recovered by the state shall be
165| deposited in the General Revenue Fund. A charter school is not
166| eligible for a funding allocation if it was created by the

167| conversion of a public school and operates in facilities

168| provided by the charter school's sponsor for a nom nal fee or at
169| no charge or if it is directly or indirectly operated by the

170| school district. Unless otherwi se provided in the General
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171| Appropriations Act, the funding allocation for each eligible

172| charter school shall be determ ned by nultiplying the school's
173| projected student enrollment by one-fifteenth of the cost-per-
174| student station specified in s. 1013.64(6)(b) for an el enentary,
175| mddle, or high school, as appropriate. If the funds

176| appropriated are not sufficient, the conm ssioner shall prorate
177| the avail able funds anong eligible charter schools. However, no
178| charter school or charter |ab school shall receive state charter
179| school capital outlay funds in excess of the one-fifteenth cost
180| per student station formula if the charter school's conbi nation
181| of state charter school capital outlay funds, capital outlay

182| funds cal cul ated through the reduction in the admnistrative fee
183| provided in s. 1002.33(20), and capital outlay funds allowed in
184| s. 1002.32(9)(e) and (h) exceeds the one-fifteenth cost per

185| student station formula. Funds shall be distributed on the basis
186| of the capital outlay full-tinme equival ent nenbership by grade
187 level, which shall be calculated by averaging the results of the
188| second and third enroll nment surveys. The Departnment of Education
189| shall distribute capital outlay funds nonthly, beginning in the
190| first quarter of the fiscal year, based on one-twelfth of the
191| amount the departnent reasonably expects the charter school to
192| receive during that fiscal year. The comm ssioner shall adjust
193| subsequent distributions as necessary to reflect each charter
194| school's actual student enrollnment as reflected in the second
195| and third enrollnment surveys. The conmmi ssioner shall establish
196| the intervals and procedures for determning the projected and
197| actual student enrollnent of eligible charter schools.

198 (2) A charter school's governing body may use charter

199| school capital outlay funds for any capital outlay purpose that
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200 is directly related to the functioning of the charter school

201| including thefellowingpurposes:

202 (a) Purchase of real property.
203 (b) Construction of school facilities.
204 (c) Purchase, |ease-purchase, or |ease of permanent or

205| relocatable school facilities.

206 (d) Purchase of vehicles to transport students to and from
207| the charter school

208 (e) Renovation, repair, and mai ntenance of school

209| facilities that the charter school owns or is purchasing through
210| a lease-purchase or long-terml|ease of 5 years or |onger.

211
212| Conversion charter schools may use capital outlay funds received
213| through the reduction in the adnm nistrative fee provided in s.
214| 1002.33(20) for renovation, repair, and maintenance of school
215| facilities that are owned by the sponsor.

216
217
218
219

220| shall-—be -allocatedaccordingto-the formula outlinedin
221| subsection (1) to-

222 1— The sane-schools that receilved fundingi+n2002-2003—
223 2—Schoolsthat—are-an—expandedfeeder patternof -schools
224| thatreceivedtunding+n—2002-2003—

225 3—School s that—have-an—approved charterand-are-serving

226| students-at the start of the 2003-2004 schoolyear—and either
227] L T Lol bl : . 1

Page 8 of 10

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



F L ORIl DA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1627 2004
228 . . Co .

229
230
231
232
233
234
235
236
237
238
239
240

241 | per—student—station—specifiedin-s—1013-64(6){(h)—and-second
242 | priority shall be to other eligible charter schools—

243 Section 3. Subsection (2) and paragraph (h) of subsection
244 (9) of section 1002.32, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
245 1002. 32 Devel opnental research (laboratory) schools. --
246 (2) ESTABLI SHVENT.--There is established a category of

247| public schools to be known as devel opnental research

248| (laboratory) schools (lab schools). Each | ab school shall

249| provide sequential instruction and shall be affiliated with the
250| college of education within the state university of cl osest

251| geographic proximty. A lab school to which a charter has been
252| issued under s. 1002.33(5)(a)4.2— nust be affiliated with the
253| college of education within the state university that issued the
254| charter, but is not subject to the requirenent that the state
255| wuniversity be of closest geographic proximty. For the purpose
256| of state funding, Florida Agricultural and Mechani ca
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257| University, Florida Atlantic University, Florida State

258| University, the University of Florida, and other universities
259| approved by the State Board of Education and the Legislature are
260| authorized to sponsor a |lab school. The limtation of one |ab
261| school per university shall not apply to the follow ng charter
262| |ab schools authorized prior to June 1, 2003: Florida State

263| University Charter Lab Elenmentary School in Broward County,

264| Florida Atlantic University Charter Lab 9-12 Hi gh School in Palm
265| Beach County, and Florida Atlantic University Charter Lab K-12
266| School in St. Lucie County.

267 (9) FUNDI NG --Funding for a lab school, including a

268| charter lab school, shall be provided as foll ows:

269 (h) A lab school to which a charter has been issued under
270 s. 1002.33(5)(a)4.2- is eligible to receive funding for charter
271| school capital outlay if it nmeets the eligibility requirenents
272| of s. 1013.62. If the | ab school receives funds fromcharter
273| school capital outlay, the school shall receive capital outlay
274| funds otherw se provided in this subsection only to the extent
275| that funds allocated pursuant to s. 1013.62 are insufficient to
276| provide capital outlay funds to the | ab school at one-fifteenth
277| of the cost per student station.

278 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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