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Florida Senate - 2004 CS for SB 1658

By the Cormittee on Finance and Taxation; and Senator Diaz de
la Portilla

314-2343-04
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to public health services;
requiring the Agency for Health Care
Adm ni stration to conduct a pilot programl for
a subacute pediatric transitional care center
requiring background screening of center
personnel; requiring the agency to apply for a
wai ver extension or to amend the Medicaid state
pl an and seek federal waivers as necessary;
requiring the center to have an advi sory board;
providi ng for nenbership on the advisory board;
providing requirenents for the adni ssion
transfer, and discharge of a child to the
center; requiring the agency to submt certain
reports to the Legislature; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. (1) Wthin 30 days after the effective
date of this act, the Agency for Health Care Adninistration

nust establish nmininmumstaffing standards and quality

requirements for a subacute pediatric transitional care center

to be operated as a 2-year pilot programin M ani-Dade County.

The pil ot program nust operate under the license of a facility

| i censed under chapter 395 or chapter 400, Florida Statutes. A

child' s placenment in the subacute pediatric transitional care

center may not exceed 90 days. The pil ot program shall support

the transition of a pediatric patient froman acute care

hospital setting to the child' s hone and train parents to

provide the child's daily care, with the goal of reducing
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return hospital visits. The center shall arrange for an

alternative placenent at the end of a child' s stay and a

transitional plan for children expected to remain in the

facility for the maxi num al |l owed stay.
(2) Wthin 60 days after the effective date of this
act, the agency nust apply for a 2-year extension of the

wai ver granted to Florida for a Subacute Pediatric

Transitional Care Center Pilot Programand, if that extension

is not granted, nust anend the state Medicaid plan and request

any federal waivers necessary to inplenment and fund the pil ot

program
(3) The subacute pediatric transitional care center

nmust require level 1 background screening as provided in

chapter 435, Florida Statutes, for all enployees or

prospective enpl oyees of the center who are expected to, or

whose responsibilities may require themto, provide persona

care or services to children, who have access to children's

living areas, or who have access to children's funds or

personal property.

(4) The subacute pediatric transitional care center

nmust have an advi sory board. Menbership on the advi sory board

nmust i nclude, but need not be limted to:

(a) A physician and an advanced regi stered nurse

practitioner who are famliar with services for children who

are nedically fragile or dependent on nedical technol ogy.

(b) A registered nurse who has experience in the care

of children who are nedically fragile or dependent on nedica

t echnol ogy.
(c) A child devel opnent specialist who has experience

in the care of children who are nedically fragile or dependent

on nedi cal technology and the famlies of those children
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(d) A social worker who has experience in the care of

children who are nedically fragile or dependent on nedica

technol ogy and the famlies of those children

(e) A consuner representative who is a parent or

guardi an of a child placed in the center

(5) The advisory board shall:

(a) Review the policy and procedure conponents of the

center to ensure conformance with applicabl e standards

devel oped by the agency.

(b) Provide consultation with respect to the

operati onal and progranmati c conponents of the center

(6) The subacute pediatric transitional care center

nmust have written policies and procedures governing the

admi ssion, transfer, and discharge of children. The adni ssion

of each child to the center nust be under the supervision of

the center nursing admnistrator or his or her designee and

nmust be in accordance with the center's policies and

procedures. Each Medi cai d admi ssion nust be approved as

appropriate for placenent in the facility by the Children's

Medi cal Services Miltidisciplinary Assessment Team of the

Departnent of Health, in conjunction with the agency.
(7) Each child admitted to the center shall be
adm tted upon prescription of the nedical director of the

center, licensed pursuant to chapter 458 or chapter 459,

Fl orida Statutes, and the child shall renmmin under the care of

the nedical director and the advanced regi stered nurse

practitioner for the duration of his or her stay in the

center.
(8) Each child admitted to the center nust neet at

| east the following criteria:
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(a) The child nust be nedically fragile or dependent

on nedi cal technol ogy.

(b) The child may not, prior to adm ssion, present

significant risk of infection to other children or personnel

The nedical and nursing directors shall review, on a

case-by-case basis, the condition of any child who is

suspected of having an infectious disease to deternine whether

admi ssion i s appropriate.

(c) The child nust be nedically stabilized and require

skilled nursing care or other interventions.

(9) If the child neets the criteria specified in

par agraphs (8)(a), (b), and (c), the nedical director or

nursing director of the center shall inplenent a preadni ssion

pl an that delineates services to be provided and appropriate

sources for such services.

(a) If the child is hospitalized at the tine of

referral, preadnission planning nust include the participation

of the child s parent or guardi an and rel evant nedi cal

nursi ng, social services, and devel opnental staff to ensure

that the hospital's discharge plans will be inpl enented

following the child' s placenent in the center

(b) A consent formoutlining the purpose of the

center, famly responsibilities, authorized treatnent,

appropriate release of liability, and energency disposition

pl ans nust be signed by the parent or guardi an and witnessed

before the child is admitted to the center. The parent or

guardi an shall be provided a copy of the consent form
Section 2. By January 1, 2006, the Agency for Health
Care Administration shall report to the Legislature concerning

the progress of the pilot program
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Section 3. By January 1, 2007, the Agency for Health
Care Administration shall subnit to the Legislature a report

on the success of the pilot program

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
CCNNITTEEBSEEEEITUTE FOR

The comittee substitute renmoved the provisions in SB 1658 for
statewi de |icensure for sub- acute pediatric trans|t|onaI care
centers and instead requires a 2-year Prlot programi

M am - Dade County to provide 90 days of transitional care

bet ween a hospital and the child' The sub-acute
pediatric transitional care pilot progranrmnll support the
atient's transition fromhospital to hone and. provide Parent
raining wwth the goal of reducing return hospital visi

AHCA recejved a Medicaid waiver to operate that pilot program

whi ch expires in Decenber 2004. e wai ver can be extended if

sion 90 da s before t he wal ver

t he agenc¥ requests an_exten
expirées, The bill requires AHCA to ap Y an extension of
t hat wai ver, or to anmend the Nbdrcard S ate pl an and seek
federal waivers, to inplenment the pilot program

AHCA must report to the Legrslature concernrn t he progress of

the pilot programby January 1, 2006, report on the
success of the program by January 1,
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