Florida Senate - 2004 CS for SB 1744

By the Committee on Banking and | nsurance; and Senator Peaden

311-2048-04
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to health flex plans; anending
3 s. 408.909, F.S.; redefining the term"health
4 flex plan entity" to include a public-private
5 partnership; expanding a pilot program of the
6 Agency for Health Care Administration and the
7 O fice of Insurance Regul ation of the Financial
8 Servi ces Commission to establish statew de
9 health flex plans; requiring the agency to
10 ensure that health flex plans foll ow grievance
11 procedures sinmilar to those required of health
12 nMai nt enance organi zations; requiring the office
13 to provide oversight of health flex plan
14 advertising and narketing; requiring the agency
15 and the office to obtain information on
16 speci fi ed benefit packages; providing an
17 ef fective date.
18
19| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
20
21 Section 1. Paragraph (f) of subsection (2), and
22 | subsections (3) and (9) of section 408.909, Florida Statutes,
23| are anmended to read:
24 408.909 Health flex plans.--
25 (2) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section, the term
26 (f) "Health flex plan entity" neans a health insurer
27 | heal th mai nt enance organi zati on
28 | heal t h-care-provider-sponsored organi zati on, |ocal governnent,
29 | health care district, or other public or private
30 | communi ty-based organi zation, or public-private partnership
31| that devel ops and inplenents an approved health flex plan and
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1| is responsible for adm nistering the health flex plan and

2| paying all clains for health flex plan coverage by enroll ees
3| of the health flex plan

4 (3) HEALTH FLEX PH-GF PROGRAM --The agency and the

5] office shall each approve or disapprove health flex plans that
6 | provide health care coverage for eligible participants whoe

7 e I I ey I I hehid
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9 | Heatth—tnsurance—Study—conductet—by—the—agency—and—+n—tndian
10 | Rrver—Cotunty—A health flex plan may linmit or exclude benefits
11| otherwise required by law for insurers offering coverage in
12 | this state, may cap the total anount of clains paid per year
13 | per enrollee, may limt the nunber of enrollees, or nay take
14 | any conbi nation of those actions.

15 (a) The agency shall devel op guidelines for the review
16 | of applications for health flex plans and shall di sapprove or
17 | wi t hdraw approval of plans that do not neet or no | onger neet
18 | mi ni num standards for quality of care and access to care. The
19 | agency shall ensure that the health flex plans foll ow

20 | grievance procedures sinilar to those required of health

21 | nmai nt enance organi zati ons.

22 (b) The office shall devel op guidelines for the review
23| of health flex plan applications and provide regul atory

24 | oversi ght of advertisenent and nmarketing procedures for health
25| flex plans. The office shall disapprove or shall w thdraw

26 | approval of plans that:

27 1. Contain any anbi guous, inconsistent, or misleading
28 | provi sions or any exceptions or conditions that deceptively
29 | affect or linmt the benefits purported to be assuned in the
30 | general coverage provided by the health flex plan

31
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2. Provide benefits that are unreasonable in relation
to the prem um charged or contain provisions that are unfair
or inequitable or contrary to the public policy of this state,
t hat encourage m srepresentation, or that result in unfair
discrimnation in sales practices; or

3. Cannot denpnstrate that the health flex plan is
financially sound and that the applicant is able to underwite
or finance the health care coverage provided.

(c) The agency and the Financial Services Comr ssion
may adopt rul es as—rneeded to adninister this section

(9) PROGRAM EVALUATI ON. --The agency and the office
shal |l evaluate the pilot programand its effect on the
entities that seek approval as health flex plans, on the
nunber of enrollees, and on the scope of the health care
coverage offered under a health flex plan; shall provide an
assessnent of the health flex plans and their potenti al
applicability in other settings; shall use health flex plans

to gather nore information to eval uate benefit packages

desi gned for | owincone consuners; and shall, by January 1,
2005 2664, jointly subnit a report to the Governor, the
President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

Repr esent ati ves.
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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1 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR

2 Senate Bill 1744

3

4 . . . L

- I ncl udes public-private Partnershlps within the

5 definition of a "health flex plan entity."

6] - Requires the A?ency for Health Care Adninistration to
ensure health Tlex plans follow grievance procedure

7 simlar to health nmintenance or@ani zati ons, The Ofice
of Insurance Regulation is requifed to provide regul atory

8 oversight of health flex plan adverti senent and marketing

9 procedures.

- Mandates that the O fice on | nsurance Regul ation and the

10 APency for Health Care Admnistration usé health flex
plfansto gather nore information to eval uate benefit

11 packages desi gned for |owincone consuners, _such
informmation to be included in a report due January 1,

12 2005.
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