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1
2 An act relating to trauma care; anending s.
3 212.055, F.S.; authorizing certain counties to
4 levy a surtax to fund traum services by
5 ordi nance, subject to referendum approval ;
6 anmending s. 395.40, F.S.; requiring the
7 Department of Health to pronpte devel opnent of
8 trauma centers and agencies; requiring the
9 departnment to update the trauma system
10 annual l'y; amending s. 395.4001, F.S.; revising
11 definitions; anmending ss. 395.401 and 401. 24,
12 F.S.; removing references to center
13 verification, referral centers, and
14 st at e- approved centers; anending s. 395.4015,
15 F.S.; providing boundaries for the state traum
16 system pl an; deleting requirenents for defining
17 a region; anmending s. 395.402, F.S.; revising
18 l egislative intent; requiring the departnent to
19 perform an assessnent of the trauma system and
20 report its findings to the Governor and
21 Legi sl ature; providing guidelines for such
22 assessnment and annual reviews; requiring annua
23 reviews; amending s. 395.4025, F.S.; deleting
24 out dat ed provisions; providing for centers that
25 seek a change or redesignation in approva
26 status; amending s. 395.403, F.S.; renoving
27 | egislative intent; providing for funding of
28 trauma centers; requiring the departnment to
29 recommend an effective grant programto the
30 Governor and the Legislature by a certain date;
31
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del eting other funding guidelines; providing

appropriations; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (4) of section 212.055, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

212.055 Discretionary sales surtaxes; |egislative
intent; authorization and use of proceeds.--1t is the
| egislative intent that any authorization for inposition of a
di scretionary sales surtax shall be published in the Florida
Statutes as a subsection of this section, irrespective of the
duration of the levy. Each enactnent shall specify the types
of counties authorized to levy; the rate or rates which may be
i nposed; the maximum |l ength of time the surtax may be inposed,
if any; the procedure which nmust be foll owed to secure voter
approval, if required; the purpose for which the proceeds may
be expended; and such other requirenments as the Legislature
may provi de. Taxable transactions and adm nistrative
procedures shall be as provided in s. 212.054.

(4) | NDI GENT CARE AND TRAUMA CENTER SURTAX. - -

(a)l. The governing body in each county the governnent
of which is not consolidated with that of one or nore
nmuni ci palities, which has a popul ation of at |east 800, 000
residents and is not authorized to |levy a surtax under
subsection (5), may |levy, pursuant to an ordi nance either
approved by an extraordi nary vote of the governing body or
conditioned to take effect only upon approval by a najority
vote of the electors of the county voting in a referendum a
di scretionary sales surtax at a rate that may not exceed 0.5

percent.
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2.4by If the ordinance is conditioned on a referendum
a statenent that includes a brief and general description of
the purposes to be funded by the surtax and that conforms to
the requirenments of s. 101.161 shall be placed on the ball ot
by the governing body of the county. The follow ng questions

shall be placed on the ballot:

FOR THE. . . .CENTS TAX

AGAI NST THE. . . .CENTS TAX

3.£¢> The ordi nance adopted by the governing body
providing for the inposition of the surtax shall set forth a
plan for providing health care services to qualified
resi dents, as defined in subparagraph 4. paragraph—{d). Such

pl an and subsequent anendnents to it shall fund a broad range

of health care services for both indigent persons and the

medi cal ly poor, including, but not limted to, primary care
and preventive care as well as hospital care. The plan nust

al so address the services to be provided by the Level | traum
center. It shall enphasize a continuity of care in the npst
cost-effective setting, taking into consideration both a high
quality of care and geographic access. Were consistent with
these objectives, it shall include, without limtation

servi ces rendered by physicians, clinics, comunity hospitals,
mental health centers, and alternative delivery sites, as wel
as at least one regional referral hospital where appropriate.
It shall provide that agreenents negotiated between the county
and providers, including hospitals with a Level | traum
center, will include reinbursenent nethodol ogi es that take

into account the cost of services rendered to eligible

3
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patients, recognize hospitals that render a disproportionate
share of indigent care, provide other incentives to pronote
the delivery of charity care, pronote the advancenent of
technol ogy in nedical services, recognize the |evel of
responsi veness to nedi cal needs in trauma cases, and require
cost containment including, but not linmted to, case
managenment. |t nust al so provide that any hospitals that are
owned and operated by governnent entities on May 21, 1991
nmust, as a condition of receiving funds under this subsection,
afford public access equal to that provided under s. 286.011
as to neetings of the governing board, the subject of which is
budgeti ng resources for the rendition of charity care as that
termis defined in the Florida Hospital Uniform Reporting
System (FHURS) manual referenced in s. 408.07. The plan shal
al so include innovative health care prograns that provide
cost-effective alternatives to traditional nethods of service
delivery and fundi ng.

4. For the purpose of this paragraph subseetion
the term"qualified resident" nmeans residents of the
aut horizing county who are:

a.+— Qualified as indigent persons as certified by the
aut horizing county;

b.2—~ Certified by the authorizing county as neeting
the definition of the nedically poor, defined as persons
having insufficient inconme, resources, and assets to provide
the needed nedical care w thout using resources required to
neet basic needs for shelter, food, clothing, and persona
expenses; or not being eligible for any other state or federal
program or having nedical needs that are not covered by any

such program or having insufficient third-party insurance

4
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coverage. In all cases, the authorizing county is intended to
serve as the payor of last resort; or

c.3— Participating in innovative, cost-effective
prograns approved by the authorizing county.

5.{e}> Moneys collected pursuant to this paragraph
subseetien remain the property of the state and shall be
di stributed by the Departnment of Revenue on a regular and
periodic basis to the clerk of the circuit court as ex officio
custodi an of the funds of the authorizing county. The clerk of
the circuit court shall

a.+— Miintain the noneys in an indigent health care
trust fund,

b.2~ Invest any funds held on deposit in the trust
fund pursuant to general |aw

c.3— Disburse the funds, including any interest
earned, to any provider of health care services, as provided

i n subparaqgraphs 3. and 4. paragraphs—{er—and—{d)y, upon

directive fromthe authorizing county. However, if a county

has a popul ation of at |east 800,000 residents and has |evied
the surtax authorized in this paragraph subseetien
notwi t hstandi ng any directive fromthe authorizing county, on

October 1 of each cal endar year, the clerk of the court shal

i ssue a check in the amobunt of $6.5 million to a hospital in
its jurisdiction that has a Level | trauma center or shal

i ssue a check in the amobunt of $3.5 million to a hospital in
its jurisdiction that has a Level | traunma center if that
county enacts and inplenments a hospital lien |aw in accordance

with chapter 98-499, Laws of Florida. The issuance of the
checks on Cctober 1 of each year is provided in recognition of
the Level | trauma center status and shall be in addition to

the base contract amount received during fiscal year 1999-2000

5
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and any additional anpbunt negotiated to the base contract. If

the hospital receiving funds for its Level | trauma center

status requests such funds to be used to generate federa

mat chi ng funds under Medicaid, the clerk of the court shal

i nstead i ssue a check to the Agency for Health Care

Admi nistration to acconplish that purpose to the extent that

it is allowed through the General Appropriations Act; and
d.4— Prepare on a biennial basis an audit of the trust

fund specified in sub-subparagraph a. subparagraph—3t—
Commenci ng February 1, 2004, such audit shall be delivered to

t he governing body and to the chair of the legislative
del egati on of each authorizing county.

6.8 Notwithstanding any other provision of this
section, a county shall not |levy |ocal option sales surtaxes
authorized in this paragraph subseetien and subsections (2)
and (3) in excess of a conbined rate of 1 percent.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of this

section, the governing body in each county the governnent of

which is not consolidated with that of one or nore

nmuni cipalities and which has a population of less than 800, 000

residents, may levy, by ordi nance subject to approval by a

majority of the electors of the county voting in a referendum

a discretionary sales surtax at a rate that may not exceed

0.25 percent for the sole purpose of funding trauna services

provided by a trauna center licensed pursuant to chapter 395.

1. A statenent that includes a brief and genera

description of the purposes to be funded by the surtax and

that confornms to the requirenments of s. 101.161 shall be

pl aced on the ballot by the governing body of the county. The

following shall be placed on the ballot:

6
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FOR THE. . . .CENTS TAX
AGAINST THE. . . .CENTS TAX

2. The ordinance adopted by the governing body of the

county providing for the inposition of the surtax shall set

forth a plan for providing traunn services to traum victins

presenting in the trauma service area in which such county is

| ocat ed.

3. Moneys collected pursuant to this paragraph renmin

the property of the state and shall be distributed by the

Departnment of Revenue on a reqular and periodic basis to the

clerk of the circuit court as ex officio custodian of the

funds of the authorizing county. The clerk of the circuit

court shall:

a. Mintain the nobneys in a traunmm services trust

fund.

b. I nvest _any funds held on deposit in the trust fund

pursuant to general |aw.

c. Disburse the funds, including any interest earned

on such funds, to the trauma center in its traunm service

area, as provided in the plan set forth pursuant to

subparagraph 2., upon directive fromthe authorizing county.

If the traumm center receiving funds requests such funds be

used to generate federal matching funds under Medicaid, the

custodi an of the funds shall instead issue a check to the

Agency for Health Care Admi nistration to acconplish that

purpose to the extent that the agency is allowed through the

CGeneral Appropriations Act.

d. Prepare on a biennial basis an audit of the traummn

services trust fund specified in sub-subparagraph a., to be

delivered to the authorizing county.
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4. A discretionary sales surtax inposed pursuant to

this paragraph shall expire 4 years after the effective date

of the surtax, unless reenacted by ordi nance subject to

approval by a majority of the electors of the county voting in

a_subsequent referendum

5. Notwithstanding any other provision of this

section, a county shall not levy local option sales surtaxes

aut horized in this paragraph and subsections (2) and (3) in

excess of a conbined rate of 1 percent.

Section 2. Subsections (5) and (6) of section 395. 40,

Florida Statutes, are anended to read

395.40 Legislative findings and intent.--

(5) In addition, the agencies listed in subsection (4)
shoul d undertake to:

(a) Establish a coordinated nethodol ogy for
nmoni toring, evaluating, and enforcing the requirenments of the
state's inclusive trauma system which recogni zes the interests
of each agency.

(b) Devel op appropriate roles for traum agencies, to
assist in furthering the operation of trauma systens at the
regional level. This should include issues of system
eval uation as well as nmanaged care.

(c) Develop and submit appropriate requests for
wai vers of federal requirements which will facilitate the
delivery of trauma care

(d) Develop criteria that will beconme the future basis

for mendatery consultation between acute care hospitals and

trauma centers on the care of traumm victinms and the mandatory

transfer of appropriate trauma victins to trauma centers.
(e) Develop a coordinated approach to the care of the

trauma victim This shall include the novenent of the traumm

8
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victimthrough the system of care and the identification of
nmedi cal responsibility for each phase of care for
out -of -hospital and in-hospital trauma care

(f) Require the nmedical director of an emergency
medi cal services provider to have nedical accountability for a
trauma victimduring interfacility transfer

(6) Furthernmore, the Legislature encourages the
departnment to actively foster the provision of trauna care and
serve as a catalyst for inprovenents in the process and
outcone of the provision of trauna care in an inclusive traum
system Anong other considerations, the departnent is required
enrcouraged to:

(a) Pronmote the devel opnent of at |east one traunma
center in every trauma service area.

(b) Promote the devel opnent of a trauma agency for
each traunma region.

(c) Update the state traunma system plan by February
2005 Beeenber—20006 and at | east annually every—5th—year
t hereafter.

Section 3. Section 395.4001, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

395.4001 Definitions.--As used in this part, the term

(1) "Agency" neans the Agency for Health Care
Admi ni stration.

(2) "Charity care" or "unconpensated trauma ehartty
care" means that portion of hospital charges reported to the
agency for which there is no conpensation, other than

restricted or unrestricted revenues provided to a hospital by

|l ocal governnents or tax districts regardl ess of nethod of

paynment, for care provided to a patient whose fanly incone

for the 12 nonths preceding the deternmination is | ess than or

9
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equal to 200 158 percent of the federal poverty |level, unless
t he amobunt of hospital charges due fromthe patient exceeds 25
percent of the annual famly income. However, in no case shal
the hospital charges for a patient whose fanm |y incone exceeds
four times the federal poverty level for a fanmily of four be
consi dered charity.

(3) "Departnment" neans the Departnent of Health.

(4) "Interfacility trauma transfer" nmeans the transfer
of a trauma victimbetween two facilities |licensed under this
chapter, pursuant to this part.

(5) "Level | trauma center" nmeans a traunma center
t hat :

(a) Has formal research and education prograns for the
enhancenent of trauma care, and is verified determned by the
departnment to be in substantial conpliance with Level | traum
center and pediatric trauma referral center standards; and has

been approved by the departnent to operate as a lLevel | traunmm

center.

(b) Serves as a resource facility to Level Il trauna
centers, pediatric trauma referral centers, and genera
hospi tal s through shared outreach, education, and quality
i mprovenent activities.

(c) Participates in an inclusive systemof trauma
care, including providing | eadership, system evaluation, and

quality inprovenment activities.

(6) "Level Il trauma center" neans a trauma center
t hat :

(a) Is verified determined by the departnment to be in
substantial conpliance with Level |l trauma center standards

and has been approved by the departnent to operate as a lLeve

Il _traunm center.

10
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(b) Serves as a resource facility to general hospitals
t hrough shared outreach, education, and quality inprovenent
activities.

(c) Participates in an inclusive systemof trauma
care.

(7) "Pediatric trauma referral center" nmeans a
hospital that is verified determnred by the department to be
in substantial conpliance with pediatric traum referral
center standards as established by rule of the departnent and

has been approved by the departnent to operate as a pediatric

trauma center.

(8) "Provisional traunmm center" neans a hospital that

has been verified by the departnment to be in substantia

conpliance with the requirenents in s. 395.4025 and has been

approved by the departnent to operate as a provisional Level

traunmm center, Level Il trauma center, or pediatric traunmm

center.

(9) €36y "Traumm agency" neans a departnment-approved

agency established and operated by one or nobre counties, or a
depart ment - approved entity with which one or nore counties
contract, for the purpose of adm nistering an inclusive
regi onal trauma system

(1004 "Trauma alert victinl nmeans a person who has

incurred a single or nmultisysteminjury due to blunt or

11
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penetrati ng means or burns, who requires inmedi ate nedica
intervention or treatnment, and who neets one or nore of the
adult or pediatric scorecard criteria established by the
departnment by rule.

(1) 42 "Traumm center" nmeans a any hospital that has
been verified determned by the departnent to be in

substantial conpliance with the requirenents in s. 395.4025

and has been approved by the departnent to operate as a lLeve

| trauma center, Level Il traunmm center, or pediatric trauna
cent er wverfeation—standards—as—either—stateapproved—or

(12) 43> "Trauma scorecard" neans a statew de
nmet hodol ogy adopted by the department by rule under which a
person who has incurred a traumatic injury is graded as to the
severity of his or her injuries or illness and which
nmet hodol ogy is used as the basis for nmeking destination
deci si ons.

(13) 44 "Trauma transport protocol” neans a docunent
whi ch describes the policies, processes, and procedures
governing the dispatch of vehicles, the triage, prehospita
transport, and interfacility trauma transfer of trauma
Vi ctims.

(1) 45 "Trauma victinl nmeans any person who has
incurred a single or nmultisysteminjury due to blunt or
penetrati ng nmeans or burns and who requires i medi ate nedi ca
i ntervention or treatnent.

Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 395.401, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

395.401 Trauma services system plans; approva
verfeatien of traumm centers and pediatric trauma referral

centers; procedures; renewal.--
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(1)(a) The local and regional traum agencies shal
pl an, inplenent, and evaluate trauma services systenms, in
accordance with this section and ss. 395.4015, 395.404, and
395. 4045, which consist of organized patterns of readiness and
response services based on public and private agreenents and
operational procedures. The departnment shall establish, by
rul e, processes and procedures for establishing a traum
agency and obtaining its approval fromthe departnent.

(b) The I ocal and regional trauma agenci es shal
devel op and subnit to the departnent plans for |ocal and
regi onal trauma services systenms. The plans nust include, at a
m ni mum the follow ng conponents:

1. The organizational structure of the trauma system

2. Prehospital care managenent guidelines for triage
and transportation of trauma cases.

3. Flow patterns of traumm cases and transportation
system desi gn and resources, including air transportation
services, provision for interfacility trauma transfer, and the
prehospital transportation of trauma victins. The trauma
agency shall plan for the devel opment of a system of
transportation of traunma alert victins to trauma centers where
the distance or tine to a traunmm center or transportation
resources di mnish access by trauma alert victinms.

4. The nunber and | ocation of needed state—approved
trauma centers based on | ocal needs, population, and | ocation
and distribution of resources.

5. Data collection regarding system operation and
pati ent outcone.

6. Periodic performance evaluation of the traunma

system and its conponents.
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7. The use of air transport services within the
jurisdiction of the local traum agency.

8. Public information and education about the trauma
system

9. Energency nedical services comruni cati on system
usage and di spat ching.

10. The coordination and integration between the
verfed traum center earefaetHty and other acute care
hospi tal s the—ronrveritiedheath—ecarefaciities.

11. Medical control and accountability.

12. Quality control and system eval uation

(c) The departnment shall receive plans for the
i mpl enmentation of inclusive trauma systens fromtrauma
agenci es. The department nmmy approve or not approve traunmm
agency plans based on the confornmance of the plan with this
section and ss. 395.4015, 395.404, and 395.4045 and the rules
and definitions adopted by the departnment pursuant to those
sections. The departnent shall approve or disapprove the plans
within 120 days after the date the plans are subnitted to the
departnent. The departnent shall, by rule, provide an
application process for establishing a trauma agency. The
application nmust, at a mininmm provide requirenents for the
trauma agency plan subnmtted for review, a process for
reviewi ng the application for a state—appreved traum agency,
a process for reviewing the trauma transport protocols for the
trauma agency, and a process for reviewing the staffing
requi renents for the agency. The departnment shall, by rule,
establish mnimmrequirenments for a traum agency to conduct
an annual performance evaluation and submit the results to the

depart ment.
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(d) A trauma agency shall not operate unless the
departnment has approved the |ocal or regional trauma services
system pl an of the agency.

(e) The department may grant an exception to a portion
of the rules adopted pursuant to this section or s. 395.4015
if the local or regional trauma agency proves that, as defined
in the rules, conpliance with that requirenent would not be in
the best interest of the persons served within the affected
| ocal or regional traum area

(f) A local or regional trauma agency may inplenment a
trauma care systemonly if the system neets the m ni num
standards set forth in the rules for inplenmentation
established by the departnment and if the plan has been
submtted to, and approved by, the departnent. At |east 60
days before the local or regional trauma agency subnits the
plan for the trauna care systemto the departnment, the |oca
or regional traum agency shall hold a public hearing and give
adequate notice of the public hearing to all hospitals and
other interested parties in the area to be included in the
proposed system

(g) Local or regional trauma agencies may enter into
contracts for the purpose of inplenenting the |local or
regional plan. If local or regional agencies contract with
hospitals for trauma services, such agencies nmust contract
only with hospitals which are verified traum centers.

(h) Local or regional trauma agencies providing
service for nore than one county shall, as part of their
formation, establish interlocal agreenents between or anong

the several counties in the regional system
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(i) This section does not restrict the authority of a
health care facility to provide service for which it has
received a |icense pursuant to this chapter

(j) Any hospital which is verified as a trauma center
shall accept all trauma victins that are appropriate for the
facility regardl ess of race, sex, creed, or ability to pay.

(k) It is unlawful for any hospital or other facility
to hold itself out as a trauma center unless it has been so
verified.

(I') A county, upon the reconmendations of the |ocal or
regi onal traunma agency, may adopt ordi nances governing the
transport of a patient who is receiving care in the field from
prehospital energency nedi cal personnel when the patient neets
specific criteria for trauma, burn, or pediatric centers
adopted by the | ocal or regional trauma agency. These
ordi nances nust be consistent with s. 395.4045, ordinances
adopted under s. 401.25(6), and the local or regional traum
system plan and, to the furthest possible extent, nust ensure
that individual patients receive appropriate nmedical care
while protecting the interests of the community at |arge by
maki ng maxi mum use of avail abl e emergency nedical care
resour ces.

(m The local or regional trauma agency shall
consistent with the regional trauma system plan, coordinate
and otherwi se facilitate arrangenents necessary to develop a
trauma services system

(n) After the subm ssion of the initial trauma system
pl an, each traunma agency shall, every 5th year, submit to the
departnent for approval an updated plan that identifies the

changes, if any, to be nmade in the regional trauma system
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(o) This section does not preclude a | ocal or regiona
trauma agency from adopting trauma care system standards.

Section 5. Section 395.4015, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

395.4015 State regional trauma planning; trauma
regi ons. - -

(1) The departnment shall establish a state trauma
system plan. As part of the state trauma system plan, the
departnment shall establish trauma regions that whieh cover al

geographi cal areas of the state and have boundaries that are

coterm nous with the boundaries of the reqgional donestic

security task forces established under s. 943.0312. These

regi ons may serve as the basis for the devel opnent of

depart ment - approved | ocal or regional trauma plans. However

the delivery of traunm services by or in coordination with a

traunm_agency established before July 1, 2004, nmay continue in

accordance with public and private agreenents and operationa

procedures entered into as provided in s. 395.401. Fhe
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(2) 3> The departnent shall consider the advice and
recommendati ons of any affected |local or regional traum

agency in developing the state traum system systens plan. Fhe

(3)4 The departnment shall use the state traum

system plan as the basis for establishing a statew de
i nclusive trauma system

Section 6. Section 395.402, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

395.402 Traunmm service areas; nunber and | ocation of

trauma centers. --

19
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(1) The Legislature recognizes the need for a

statewi de, cohesive, uniform and integrated traunma system

Wthin the trauna service areas, that Level | and Level |

trauma centers shall sheuld each be capable of annually
treating a mninmum of 1,000 and 500 patients, respectively,
with an injury severity score (1SS) of 9 or greater. Level |

traunm centers in counties with a popul ation of npre than

500, 000 shall have the capacity to care for 1,000 patients per

year. Further—thetegistaturefinds—that—based—onthe

(2) 63> Trauma service areas as defined in this section

are to be utilized until the Departnment of Health conpletes an

assessnent _of the trauma system and reports its finding to the

Governor, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the

House of Representatives, and the substantive |egislative

committees. The report shall be subnmtted by February 1, 2005.

The departnent shall review the existing traum system and

determ ne whether it is effective in providing trauna care

uni formy throughout the state. The assessnent shall

(a) Consider aligning trauma service areas within the

traunm regi on boundaries as established in July 2004.

20
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(b) Review the nunber and | evel of traunm centers

needed for each traunm service area to provide a statew de

integrated traumm system

(c) Establish criteria for determ ning the nunber and

level of trauma centers needed to serve the population in a

defined traunm service area or_region

(d) Consider including a criteria within traunn center

approval standards based upon the nunber of trauma victins

served within a service area

(e) Review the Regional Donestic Security Task Force

structure and determ ne whether integrating the trauna system

planning with interagency regional enmergency and di saster

planning efforts is feasible and identify any duplication of

efforts between the two entities.

(f) Mke recommendations regarding a continued revenue

source which shall include a local participation requirenment.

(ga) Make recommendations regarding a formula for the

distribution of funds identified for traunn centers which

shal|l address incentives for new centers where needed and the

need to maintain effective trauma care in _areas served by

existing centers, with consideration for the volune of trauma

patients served, and the ampunt of charity care provided.

(3) 1In conducting such assessnent and subsequent

annual reviews, the departnent shall consider

(a) The recommendati ons nade as part of the regiona

traunn system plans submtted by regional trauna _agencies.

(b) Stakehol der recommendati ons.

(c) The geographical conposition of an area to ensure

rapid access to traunmm care by patients.

(d) Historical patterns of patient referral and

transfer in an area.
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(e) Inventories of available trauna care resources,

includi ng professional nedical staff.

(f) Population growth characteristics.

(q) Transportation capabilities, including ground and

air _transport.

(h) Medically appropriate ground and air travel tines.

(i) Recommendations of the Reqgional Donestic Security

Task Force.

(j) The actual nunber of traumm victinms currently

bei ng served by each trauma center

(k) Oher appropriate criteria.

(4) Annually thereafter, used— the departnent shal
pertoedicalby revi ew the assignment of the 67 counties to
trauma service areas, in addition to the requirenents of

paradraphs (2)(b)-(g) and subsection (3). County Fhese

assignnments are made for the purpose of devel oping a system of
trauma centers. Revisions nmade by the departnment shall sheuld
take into consideration the recommendati ons made as part of
the regional trauma system pl ans approved by the departnment,
and as—welH—as the recommendati ons nmade as part of the state

trauma system plan. | n cases where a traunm service area is

|located within the boundaries of nobre than one traunm redgion,

the traunma service area's needs, response capability, and

system requirenents shall be considered by each traunmm region

served by that traunm service area in its regional system plan

- ’ o : L ey

anrd—every—5—years—thereafter. Until the departnent conpletes
the February 2005 assessnment Hs—initial—rewview, the

assi gnment of counties shall remain as established in this

secti on puwrsuant—te—echapter—90-284—taws—efHorida.
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1 (a) The followi ng trauma service areas are hereby
2| established:
3 1. Trauma service area 1 shall consist of Escanbia
4| Okal oosa, Santa Rosa, and Walton Counti es.
5 2. Traumm service area 2 shall consist of Bay, Gulf,
6| Hol mes, and Washi ngton Counti es.
7 3. Trauma service area 3 shall consist of Cal houn
8| Franklin, Gadsden, Jackson, Jefferson, Leon, Liberty, Madison,
9| Taylor, and Wakull a Counti es.
10 4. Trauma service area 4 shall consist of Al achua,
11| Bradford, Colunbia, Dixie, Glchrist, Ham Iton, Lafayette,
12| Levy, Putnam Suwannee, and Uni on Counties.
13 5. Trauma service area 5 shall consist of Baker, d ay,
14| Duval, Nassau, and St. Johns Counti es.
15 6. Trauma service area 6 shall consist of Citrus,
16| Hernando, and Marion Counti es.
17 7. Trauma service area 7 shall consist of Flagler and
18| Vol usia Counties.
19 8. Trauma service area 8 shall consist of Lake
20| Orange, Osceola, Seminole, and Sumter Counties.
21 9. Trauma service area 9 shall consist of Pasco and
22| Pinellas Counties.
23 10. Trauma service area 10 shall consist of
24| Hill sborough County.
25 11. Trauma service area 11 shall consist of Hardee
26| Hi ghl ands, and Pol k Counti es.
27 12. Trauma service area 12 shall consist of Brevard
28| and Indian River Counties.
29 13. Trauma service area 13 shall consist of DeSoto
30| Manatee, and Sarasota Counties.
31
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14. Trauma service area 14 shall consist of Martin
Okeechobee, and St. Lucie Counties.

15. Trauma service area 15 shall consist of Charlotte,
G ades, Hendry, and Lee Counti es.

16. Trauma service area 16 shall consist of Pal m Beach

County.

17. Trauma service area 17 shall consist of Collier
County.

18. Trauma service area 18 shall consist of Broward
County.

19. Traunmm service area 19 shall consist of Dade and
Monr oe Counti es.

(b) Each trauma service area should have at | east one
Level | or Level Il trauma center. The departnent shal
allocate, by rule, the nunmber of trauma centers needed for
each trauma service area

(c) There shall be no nore than a total of 44
state-—spensered traunmm centers in the state.

Section 7. Section 395.4025, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

395. 4025 State—approved Trauma centers; selection
qual ity assurance; records.--

(1) For purposes of devel oping a system of
state—appreved traum centers, the department shall use the 19
trauma service areas established in s. 395.402. Wthin each
service area and based on the state trauma system plan, the
| ocal or regional trauma services system plan, and
recommendati ons of the local or regional trauma agency,—and
the—1990Report—andPrepesal—fer—undinrg—State—Sponsered
Fradra—Centers, the departnment shall establish the approxi mate
nunber of state—approved trauma centers needed to ensure

24
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reasonabl e access to high-quality trauna services. The Usirg

the departnment shall select those hospitals that are to be
recogni zed as state—approved trauma centers and—shatH—inelude
& Hata—eenters—ve i .ed a5—6 &Eebe 11 19991 ald

, . e . I . :
care—standards.

(2)(a) The departnent shall annually notify each acute
care general hospital and each |local and each regional trauma
agency in the state that the departnment is accepting letters
of intent fromhospitals that are interested in becomni ng
state—appreved traum centers. In order to be considered by
the departnent, a hospital that operates within the geographic
area of a local or regional trauma agency mnust certify that
its intent to operate as a state—approved trauma center is
consistent with the trauma services plan of the local or
regi onal trauma agency, as approved by the departnment, if such
agency exists. Letters of intent nust be postmarked no | ater
than m dni ght Cctober 1. Fhis—paragraph—dees—not—appbyrto—-any
hospital—that—is—aprevisienal—er—verifiedtratra—ecenter—on
Jaroary—1—31992—-

(b) By Cctober 15, the departnent shall send to al
hospitals that submitted a letter of intent an application
package that will provide the hospitals with instructions for
submtting information to the departnment for selection as a
state—appreved trauma center. The standards for werifieatien
ef trauma centers and—pediatrietravrareferral——centers
provided for in s. 395.401(2), as adopted by rule of the

departnment, shall serve as the basis for these instructions.
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(c) In order to be considered by the departnment,

applications fromthose hospitals seeking selection as

state—appreved traum centers, including those current

verified trauma centers that seek a_change or redesignation in

approval status as a traumm center te—bestate—apprevedtraura
eenters, nmust be received by the departnment no later than the

cl ose of business on April 1. The department shall conduct a
provi si onal review of each application for the purpose of
deternmining that the hospital's application is conplete and
that the hospital has the critical elenments required for a
state—approeved trauma center. This critical review will be
based on trauma center weriHeatioen standards and shal
i nclude, but not be linmted to, a review of whether the
hospi tal has:

1. Equi pnent and physical facilities necessary to
provi de traunme services.

2. Personnel in sufficient nunbers and with proper
qualifications to provide trauna services.

3. An effective quality assurance process.

4. Submitted witten confirmation by the local or
regi onal trauma agency that the—verifieatien—of the hospita
applying to becone as a state—approeved traum center is

consistent with the plan of the local or regional traum

agency, as approved by the departnment, if such agency exists.

™ : :
W%W—FF&EFFFH@FWH%&FH&H—].—}QQQ—. i i i 7 0
(d)1. Notwithstandi ng other provisions in this
section, the departnment may grant up to an additional 18
nmonths to a hospital applicant that is unable to neet al
requi renents as provided in paragraph (c) at the tine of

application if the nunber of applicants in the service area in
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which the applicant is located is equal to or |less than the
service area allocation, as provided by rule of the
departnment. An applicant that is granted additional tine
pursuant to this paragraph shall subnit a plan for
departnment al approval which includes tinmelines and activities
that the applicant proposes to conplete in order to neet
application requirements. Any applicant that denonstrates an
ongoi ng effort to conplete the activities within the tinelines
outlined in the plan shall be included in the nunber of
state—appreved traum centers at such tinme that the departnent
has conducted a provisional review of the application and has
deternmined that the application is conplete and that the
hospital has the critical elements required for a
state—appreved traum center

2. Timeframes provided in subsections (1)-(8) shall be
stayed until the departnment determ nes that the application is
conplete and that the hospital has the critical elenents
required for a state—appreved trauma center

(3) After April 30, any hospital that submitted an
application found acceptable by the departnment based on

provi si onal review, #heludirg—aH—traurae—ecenters—verifiedas
of—beecenber—1—1989- shall be eligible to operate as a

provi si onal state—approved trauma center

(4) Between May 1 and October 1 of each year, the
departnment shall conduct an in-depth evaluation of al
applications found acceptable in the provisional review The
applications shall be evaluated against criteria enunerated in
the application packages as provided to the hospitals by the
depart ment.

(5) Beginning October 1 of each year and endi ng no

| ater than June 1 of the followi ng year, a review team of
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1| out-of-state experts assenbled by the departnment shall nmeke

2| onsite visits to all provisional state—approeved trauna

3| centers. The departnent shall develop a survey instrument to

4| be used by the expert team of reviewers. The instrunent shal

5| include objective criteria and guidelines for reviewers based
6| on existing trauma center andpediatrictravmareferral—ecenter
7| werifieation standards such that all trauma centers and

8| pediatrie—travra—referral—ecenters are assessed equally. The

9| survey instrunent shall also include a uniformrating system
10| that will be used by reviewers to indicate the degree of

11| compliance of each trauma center with specific standards, and
12| to indicate the quality of care provided by each trauma center
13| as determned through an audit of patient charts. In addition
14| hospital s being considered as provisional state—approved

15| trauma centers shall neet all the requirenents of a wverified
16| trauma center er—pediatre—travrareferral—center, and shal

17| be located in a trauma service area that has a need for such a
18| trauma center.

19 (6) Based on recomendations fromthe review team the
20| department shall sel ect state—approved trauna centers by July
21| 1. An applicant for designation as a state—appreved traum
22| center er—a——state—approvedpediatrictravmareferral—ecenter
23| may request an extension of its provisional status if it
24| subnmits a corrective action plan to the departnment. The
25| corrective action plan nust denonstrate the ability of the
26| applicant to correct deficiencies noted during the applicant's
27| onsite review conducted by the departnment between the previous
28| Cctober 1 and June 1. The departnment may extend the
29| provisional status of an applicant for designation as a
30| state—approved traumm center er—a—state—approvedpediatrie
31| traumwareferral—center through Decenber 31 if the applicant
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provi des a corrective action plan acceptable to the
departnent. The departnent or a team of out-of-state experts
assenbl ed by the departnment shall conduct an onsite visit on
or before Novermber 1 to confirmthat the deficiencies have
been corrected. The provisional state—appreved traum center
o I ? . :
eenter is responsible for all costs associated with the onsite
visit in a manner prescribed by rule of the departnent. By
January 1, the department mnust approve or deny the application
of any provisional applicant granted an extension. Each
state—appreved traum center shall be granted a 7-year
approval werifieatien period during which time it mnust
continue to maintain trauma center weriH-eatien standards and
accept abl e patient outcones as determ ned by departnent rule.
An _approval A—verifieatioen, unless sooner suspended or
revoked, automatically expires 7 years after the date of
i ssuance and is renewabl e upon application for renewal as
prescribed by rule of the departnent. AHer—3uy—31—1992 only
these—hospitals—seleectedas—state—approvedt+avra——centers—ray
operate—as—tratra—ecenters—

(7) Any hospital that wi shes to protest a decision
made by the departnment based on the departnent's prelimnnary
or in-depth review of applications or on the reconmendations
of the site visit review team pursuant to this section shal
proceed as provided in chapter 120. Hearings held under this
subsection shall be conducted in the sane manner as provided
in ss. 120.569 and 120.57. Cases filed under chapter 120 may
combi ne all disputes between parties.

(8) Notwithstandi ng any provision of chapter 381, a
hospital |icensed under ss. 395.001-395. 3025 that operates a

state—approved trauma center may not terninate or
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substantially reduce the availability of traunma service

Wi t hout providing at |east 180 days' 6—+enrths— notice of its
intent to term nate such service. Such notice shall be given
to the departnment ef—Health, to all affected | ocal or regiona
trauma agencies, and to all state—approeved trauma centers,
hospital s, and enmergency nedi cal service providers in the

traunmm service area. The departnent shall adopt by rule the

procedures and process for notification, duration, and

expl anation of the term nation of trauma services.

(9) Except as otherwi se provided in this subsection,
the departnent or its agent may collect traum care and
registry data, as prescribed by rule of the departnment, from
trauma centers, pediatre—traurareferral—ecenters~ hospitals,
energency nedi cal service providers, local or regional traum
agenci es, or nedical exam ners for the purposes of evaluating
trauma system effectiveness, ensuring conpliance with the
st andards ef—verifiecation, and nonitoring patient outcones. A
trauma center, pediatricetravmareferral—eenter— hospital
energency nedi cal service provider, nmedical exaniner, or |oca
trauma agency or regional traumm agency, or a panel or
committee assenbl ed by such an agency under s. 395.50(1) may,
but is not required to, disclose to the departnment patient
care quality assurance proceedi ngs, records, or reports.
However, the departnent may require a |local traunma agency or a
regi onal trauma agency, or a panel or conmittee assenbl ed by
such an agency to disclose to the departnment patient care
qual ity assurance proceedi ngs, records, or reports that the
department needs solely to conduct quality assurance
activities under s. 395.4015, or to ensure conpliance with the
qual ity assurance conponent of the trauma agency's plan

approved under s. 395.401. The patient care quality assurance
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proceedi ngs, records, or reports that the department may
require for these purposes include, but are not limted to,
the structure, processes, and procedures of the agency's

qual ity assurance activities, and any recomendation for

i mproving or nodi fying the overall trauma system if the
identity of a trauma center, pediatrietravmareferral——center—
hospi tal, energency nedical service provider, nedica

exam ner, or an individual who provides traunma services is not
di scl osed.

(10) OQut-of-state experts assenbled by the departnment
to conduct onsite visits are agents of the department for the
pur poses of s. 395.3025. An out-of-state expert who acts as an
agent of the department under this subsection is not liable
for any civil danages as a result of actions taken by himor
her, unless he or she is found to be operating outside the
scope of the authority and responsibility assigned by the
depart ment.

(11) Onsite visits by the departnment or its agent may
be conducted at any reasonable tinme and nay include but not be
limted to a review of records in the possession of trauma
centers, pediatre—travra—referral—ecenters— hospitals,
energency nedi cal service providers, local or regional traum
agenci es, or nedical exam ners regarding the care, transport,
treatment, or exam nation of traunma patients.

(12) Patient care, transport, or treatnent records or
reports, or patient care quality assurance proceedi ngs,
records, or reports obtained or nmade pursuant to this section,
s. 395.3025(4)(f), s. 395.401, s. 395.4015, s. 395.402, s.
395.403, s. 395.404, s. 395.4045, s. 395.405, s. 395.50, or s.
395.51 nust be held confidential by the departnment or its

agent and are exenpt fromthe provisions of s. 119.07(1).
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Patient care quality assurance proceedi ngs, records, or
reports obtai ned or made pursuant to these sections are not
subj ect to discovery or introduction into evidence in any
civil or administrative action

(13) The departnent may adopt, by rule, the procedures
and process by which it will select state—approved trauna
centers. Such procedures and process nmust be used in annually
sel ecti ng state—appreved trauma centers and nust be consi stent
with subsections (1)-(8) except in those situations in which
it isin the best interest of, and nmutually agreed to by, al
applicants within a service area and the departnent to reduce
the tinefranes.

(14) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this

section and rules adopted pursuant to this section, until the

depart nent has conducted the review provided under s. 395.402,

only hospitals |located in traunm services areas where there is

no _existing trauna center nmay apply.

Section 8. Section 395.403, Florida Statutes, is

anended to read:

395. 403 Rei nmbursenent of state-spensered traumm

centers. --

4y 7 : i : :
 d : e I

: : F I
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. Y . I I . :
wreorpensated—travra—care—provi-ded—

(€2 Al provisional trauma centers and
state—appreved traum centers shall be considered eligible to
receive state fundi ng state—spensered—traura—eenters when

state funds are specifically appropriated for state-sponsored

trauma centers in the General Appropriations Act. Effective

July 1, 2004, the departnent shall nmake one-tine paynents from

the Administrative Trust Fund under s. 20.435 to the traunmm

centers and a hospital with a pending application for a Leve

| trauma center in recognition of the capital investnent nmade

by the hospital to establish the trauma service. Paynments

shall be in equal ampunts for the trauna centers approved by

the departnent as of July 1 of the fiscal year in which

funding is appropriated, with | esser anpunts for the hospita

with an application pending for a Level | traum center at the

departnent _as of April 1, 2004. In the event a traunmm center

does not maintain its status as a traunmm center for any state

fiscal yvear in which such funding is appropriated, the

provisional trauma center or traumn center shall repay the

state for the portion of the year during which it was not a

trauma center.

(2) Provisional trauma centers and trauna centers

eligible to receive distributions fromthe Adm nistrative

Trust Fund under s. 20.435 in accordance with subsection (1)

may request that such funds be used as intergovernnenta

transfer funds in the Medicaid program
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1| serviee—area—wherethe patient—resides—Oout—ofstatedays
2 | shaH—bepaldfromtheservicearea—wherethetreating
3| hespital—istoecated—
4 (3)A In order to receive state fundi ng payrents
5| wrder—this—seetion , a hospital shall be a state—spensered
6| trauma center and shall
7 (a) Agree to conformto all departnental requirenents
8| as provided by rule to assure high-quality trauma services.
9 (b) Agree to provide information concerning the
10| provision of trauma services to the departnment, in a form and
11| manner prescribed by rule of the departnment.
12 (c) Agree to accept all trauma patients, regardless of
13| ability to pay, on a functional space-avail abl e basis.
14 (4) 8> A state—spoensered trauma center that whieh
15| fails to conply with any of the conditions listed in
16| subsection(3)A or the applicable rules of the departnent
17| shall not receive paynents under this section for the period
18| in which it was not in conpliance.
19 Section 9. Section 401.24, Florida Statutes, is
20| anended to read:
21 401.24 Enmergency nedical services state plan.--The
22| departnment is responsible, at a minimm for the inprovenent
23| and regul ati on of basic and advanced |ife support prograns.
24| The departnment shall develop and biennially revise a
25| conprehensive state plan for basic and advanced |ife support
26| services, the emergency nedical services grants program
27| state—approved traunmm centers, state—approvedpediatrictraurmn
28| referral—eenters— the injury control program and nedica
29| disaster preparedness. The state plan shall include, but need
30| not be linmted to:
31
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(1) Energency nedical systens planning, including the
prehospital and hospital phases of patient care, and injury
control effort and unification of such services into a tota
delivery systemto include air, water, and | and services.

(2) Requirenments for the operation, coordination, and
ongoi ng devel opnent of energency nedi cal services, which
i ncludes: basic life support or advanced life support
vehi cl es, equi pment, and supplies; conmuni cations; personnel
training; public education; state trauma system injury
control; and other nedical care conponents.

(3) The definition of areas of responsibility for
regul ati ng and pl anning the ongoi ng and devel opi ng delivery
service requirenments.

Section 10. The sum of $300,000 is appropriated from

the General Revenue Fund to the Administrative Trust Fund for

the Departnent of Health to contract with a state university

to conduct the study required under section 395.402, Florida

St at ut es.

Section 11. The sum of $20,700,000 is appropriated

fromthe General Revenue Fund to the Administrative Trust Fund

for the the Departnent of Health to provide equal funding for

each existing trauma center _as of July 1, 2004, and an _anpunt

not to exceed 70 percent of the anpunt received by an existing

traunm center for a hospital with a Level | traunmm center

application pending with the departnent as of April 1, 2004.
Section 12. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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