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Florida Senate - 2004 SB 1776
By Senator Vill al obos

38-1182-04
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the practice of |aw,
anending s. 454.23, F.S.; increasing the
crimnal penalty for the unauthorized practice
of law and for licensed attorneys violating ch
454, F.S., froma m sdeneanor of the first
degree to a felony of the third degree;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 454.23, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

454,23 Penalties.--Any person not licensed or
ot herwi se authorized by the Suprene Court of Florida who shal
practice law or assune or hold hinself or herself out to the
public as qualified to practice in this state, or who
willfully pretends to be, or willfully takes or uses any nane,
title, addition, or description inplying that he or she is
qual i fied, or recognized by law as qualified, to act as a
| awyer in this state, and any person entitled to practice who
vi ol at es shatH—vioetate any provi sion provistens of this
chapter, comits shatt—be—guitty—of a fel ony msdeneanor of
the third f++rst degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082,
or s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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SENATE SUMVARY
I ncreases penalties for the unlicensed practice of |aw
and violations of ch. 454, F.S., froma first-degree
m sdeneanor to a third-degree felony.
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