Florida Senate - 2004 SB 1804

By Senator Atwater

25-1264- 04 See HB 471
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to conmunity coll eges; creating
3 s. 1004.85, F.S.; authorizing community
4 colleges to create teacher institutes;
5 aut hori zi ng conmrunity col |l eges through teacher
6 institutes to offer conpetency-based
7 alternative teacher certification prograns;
8 requi ring Departnent of Education approval of
9 such prograns; providing requirenents for
10 program conpl etion; providing eligibility for
11 fundi ng; providing programrequirenents;
12 aut hori zi ng rul enaki ng; anending s. 1012. 56,
13 F.S.; providing that successful conpletion of a
14 community college alternative certification
15 program neets certain educator certification
16 requi renents; providing an effective date.
17
18 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
19
20 Section 1. Section 1004.85, Florida Statutes, is
21| created to read
22 1004.85 Community coll ege teacher institutes.--
23 (1) Comunity colleges are authorized to create
24 | teacher institutes for the purpose of providing any or all of
25| the foll ow ng
26 (a) Professional devel opnent instruction to assist
27 | teachers in inproving classroominstruction and in neeting
28 | certification or recertification requirenments.
29 (b) Instruction to assist potential and existing
30 | substitute teachers in perfornming their duties.
31
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(c) Instruction to assist paraprofessionals in neeting

education and training requirenents.

(d) Instruction for baccal aureate degree holders to

becone certified teachers as provided in this section

(2) Comunity colleges may offer alternative

certification prograns specifically designed for noneducation

nmaj or baccal aureate degree holders to enabl e program

participants to neet the educator certification requirenents

of s. 1012.56. Such prograns shall be provided at comunity

col |l ege teacher institutes created pursuant to this section

and shall be conpetency-based teacher certification

preparation prograns that prepare teachers through an

alternative route. Such educator preparation prograns are

i ntended for nid-career professionals, dislocated

prof essi onal s, and ot her baccal aureate degree hol ders who want

to becone teachers in this state. A conmunity coll ege choosing

to offer an alternative certification programshall inplenent

a program previously approved by the Departnent of Education

for this purpose or a program devel oped by the community

col |l ege and approved by the Departnment of Education for this

pur pose. Approved prograns shall be available for

i npl erent ati on st at ewi de.

(a) A community coll ege programshall be approved by

the Departnent of Education if the community col |l ege provides

sufficient evidence of the foll ow ng:

1. The program nust be administered in collaboration

with other institutions, agencies, or organizations and must

be provided with | eadership through an advi sory conmittee

conposed of nationally certified teachers, representatives

fromthe district school board or boards, and currently

enpl oyed teachers.
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2. Instruction nust be provided in professiona

know edge and subject matter content that includes

educat or - acconpl i shed practices and conpetenci es and neets

subj ect matter content requirenents, professional conpetency

testing requirenents, and conpetencies associated with

t eachi ng readi ng, where appropriate.

(b) Each program partici pant nust:

1. Meet tenporary certification requirenents by

obtaining a tenporary certificate, pursuant to s. 1012.56(6),

or docunent eligibility to obtain a tenporary certificate,

i ncluding neeting the requirenents of s. 1012.56(2)(a)-(f).

2. Participate in field experience that is appropriate

to his or her educational plan

3. Fully denpnstrate his or her ability to teach the

subj ect area for which he or she is seeking certification

prior to conpletion of the program

(c) Upon conpletion of the program a partici pant

shall receive a credential fromthe sponsoring community

coll ege, pursuant to authority granted in s. 1004.65. Such

credential shall satisfy the requirenents of s. 1012.56(5)

relating to nastery of professional preparation and education

conpetence. A participant shall be eligible for educator

certification through the Departnment of Education upon

satisfaction of all requirenents for certification set forth

ins. 1012.56(2), including denonstration of mastery of

general know edge, subject area know edge, and prof essi ona

preparation and educati on conpetence, through testing or other

statutorily authorized neans.

(d) Comunity colleges offering approved prograns are

eligible for funding fromfederal and state funds.

Partici pants who conplete a program pursuant to this section
3
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shal |l be included for the purpose of perfornmance-based

f undi ng.
(e) Each conmmunity coll ege offering an approved

program shall subnit to the Departnent of Education annua

perfornance eval uations that neasure the effectiveness of the

program including the pass rates of participants on al

exam nations required for teacher certification and enpl oyer

sati sfaction surveys.

(f) If a comunity college offers an approved program

pursuant to this section, such program nay be used by the

school district or districts served by that community coll ege

to fully satisfy the requirenents for the provision of a

conpet ency- based professional preparation alternative

certification programas required in s. 1012.56(7).

(g) Instructors for a comrunity col |l ege program

approved pursuant to this section nust possess a naster's

degree in education or in an education field and docunent

recent teachi ng experience.

(3) The State Board of Educati on may adopt rul es
pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to i npl enent the
provi sions of this section.

Section 2. Subsection (5) of section 1012.56, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

1012.56 Educator certification requirenents.--

(5) MASTERY OF PROFESSI ONAL PREPARATI ON AND EDUCATI ON
COVPETENCE. - - Accept abl e neans of denpnstrating mastery of
prof essi onal preparation and educati on conpetence are:

(a) Conpletion of an approved teacher preparation
program at a postsecondary educational institution within this
state and achi evenent of a passing score on the professiona
educati on conpetency exanination required by state board rul e;
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1 (b) Conpletion of a teacher preparation programat a
2 | postsecondary educational institution outside Florida and

3 | achi evenent of a passing score on the professional education
4 | conpetency exam nation required by state board rul e;

5 (c) A wvalid professional standard teaching certificate
6 | i ssued by another state;

7 (d) Awvalid certificate issued by the National Board
8 | for Professional Teaching Standards;

9 (e) Docunentation of two senmesters of successfu

10 | teaching in a community college, state university, or private
11| college or university that awards an associ ate or higher

12 | degree and is an accredited institution or an institution of
13 | hi gher education identified by the Departnent of Education as
14 | having a quality program

15 (f) Conpletion of professional preparation courses as
16 | specified in state board rule, successful conpletion of a

17 | professional education conpetence denonstration program

18 | pursuant to paragraph (7)(b), and achi evenent of a passing

19 | score on the professional education conpetency exanination
20 | required by state board rule; of
21 (g) Successful conpletion of a professiona
22 | preparation alternative certification and educati on conpetency
23 | program outlined in paragraph (7)(a); or=—
24 (h) Successful conpletion of a community coll ege
25 | program pursuant to s. 1004.85 and achi evenent of a passing
26 | score on the professional education conpetency exanination
27 | required by state board rul e.
28 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
29 | | aw.
30
31
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