F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1857, Engrossed 2 2004
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to governnental organization; transferring
3 the Ofice of Uban OQpportunity fromthe Executive Ofice
4 of the Governor to the Departnment of Conmmunity Affairs;
5 transferring the State Energy Program and the C ean Fuel
6 Fl orida Advisory Board fromthe Departnment of Conmunity
7 Affairs to the Departnent of Environnental Protection;
8 excluding the transfer of certain associated trust funds;
9 transferring the Affordabl e Housing Catal yst Program from
10 the Departnment of Conmmunity Affairs to the Florida Housing
11 Fi nance Corporation; excluding the transfer of certain
12 associ ated trust funds; repealing s. 14.2015(9), F. S.,
13 relating to the establishnent of the Ofice of U ban
14 Qpportunity within the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and
15 Econom ¢ Devel opnent of the Executive Ofice of the
16 Governor; anmending s. 20.18, F.S.; revising duties of the
17 Departnent of Conmunity Affairs to conformto changes nade
18 by the act; establishing the Ofice of Uban Opportunity
19 within the Departnment of Community Affairs; amending s.
20 20. 255, F. S.; providing duties of the Departnent of
21 Environnmental Protection with respect to the state's
22 energy policy, to conform anending s. 163.03, F. S.,
23 relating to the Coastal Energy I|Inpact Program conforn ng
24 provi sions to changes nmade by the act; anending ss. 212.08
25 and 220.183, F.S.; conform ng cross references; anendi ng
26 s. 288.041, F.S., relating to the solar energy industry;
27 conform ng provisions to the transfer of duties to the
28 Departnment of Environmental Protection; anending s.
29 288. 95155, F.S., relating to the Florida Snmall Business
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30 Technol ogy Gom h Program del eting obsol ete provisions;
31 amendi ng ss. 377.602, 377.603, 377.701, and 377.703, F.S.,
32 relating to the state's energy prograns and policies;
33 conform ng provisions to the transfer of duties to the
34 Departnent of Environmental Protection; authorizing the
35 Department of Environnental Protection to adopt rules to
36 adm ni ster the Coastal Energy | npact Program anending s.
37 381.7354, F.S.; conformng a cross reference; anending s.
38 403.42, F.S., relating to the Florida C ean Fuel Act;
39 conform ng provisions to the transfer of duties to the
40 Department of Environnental Protection; anending s.
41 420.507, F.S., relating to the Florida Housi ng Fi nance
42 Cor poration; authorizing the corporation to provide
43 resources to the Affordabl e Housi ng Study Conm ssion and
44 performother duties; creating s. 420.531, F.S.; providing
45 | egislative findings with respect to supporting | ocal
46 communities in providing affordabl e housing; providing for
47 the corporation to adm nister the Affordabl e Housing
48 Cat al yst Program providing the purpose of the program and
49 responsibilities of the corporation; anending ss.
50 420. 6015, 420.606, and 420.9075, F.S.; conform ng
51 provisions to the transfer of the Affordabl e Housing
52 Catal yst Programto the Florida Housing Finance
53 Cor poration; anending s. 420.609, F.S.; deleting duties of
54 t he Department of Community Affairs with respect to the
55 Af f or dabl e Housi ng Study Comm ssion; anending s. 420. 631,
56 F.S.; conformng provisions to the transfer of the Ofice
57 of Urban Qpportunity to the Departnment of Community
58 Affairs; amending s. 624.5105, F.S.; conformng a cross
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59 reference; providing an effective date.

60
61| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
62
63 Section 1. The Ofice of Urban Opportunity within the

64| Executive Ofice of the Governor, as authorized and governed by

65| section 14.2015(9), Florida Statutes, is transferred by a type

66| two transfer, as defined in section 20.06(2), Florida Statutes,

67| to the Departnent of Community Affairs.

68 Section 2. The State Energy Program as authorized and

69| governed by sections 20.18, 288.041, 377.601-377.608, 377.701,
70| and 377.703, Florida Statutes, and the C ean Fuel Florida

71| Advisory Board, as authorized and governed by section 403.42,

72| Florida Statutes, are transferred by a type two transfer, as
73| defined in section 20.06(2), Florida Statutes, fromthe
74| Departnent of Comrunity Affairs to the Departnent of

75| Environnental Protection. Notw thstanding section 20.06(2),

76| Florida Statutes, trust funds associated with this program and

77| board shall remain within the Departnent of Conmunity Affairs.

78 Section 3. The Affordabl e Housi ng Catal yst Program as

79| authorized and governed by section 420.606, Florida Statutes, is

80| transferred by a type two transfer, as defined in section
81| 20.06(2), Florida Statutes, fromthe Departnent of Conmmunity

82| Affairs to the Florida Housi ng Fi nance Corporati on.
83| Notw thstandi ng section 20.06(2), Florida Statutes, trust funds

84| associated with this programshall remain within the Departnent
85| of Community Affairs.
86 Section 4. Subsection (9) of section 14.2015, Florida

87| Statutes, is repeal ed.
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88 Section 5. Subsection (6) of section 20.18, Florida

89| Statutes, is anended to read:

90 20.18 Departnment of Community Affairs.--There is created a
91| Departnent of Community Affairs.

92 (6) The Ofice of Uban Opportunity is created within the
93| Departnent of Community Affairs. The purpose of the office is to

94| admnister the Front Porch Florida initiative, a conprehensive,

95| community-based urban core redevel opnent programthat enabl es

96| wurban core residents to craft solutions to the uni gue chall enges

97| of each designated community. Fhe—departrwent—is—theagency—of

98| state -governnentresponsible for collectionandanalysisof
99| i . . . . .

100
101
102
103
104
105

106 I 1 | it hi | . i visi Y | |

107| submts-a reportto-the Legislature with respect thereto-
108 Section 6. Subsection (8) is added to section 20. 255,

109| Florida Statutes, to read:
110 20. 255 Departnment of Environnmental Protection.--There is

111| created a Departnent of Environnmental Protection.

112 (8) The department is the agency of state governnent

113| responsible for collecting and anal yzing i nfornati on concerni ng

114| energy resources in this state; for coordinating the energy

115 conservation prograns of state agencies; and for coordinating

116| the devel opnent, review, and inplenentation of the state's
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117| energy policy.
118 Section 7. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section
119| 163.03, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
120 163.03 Secretary of Conmunity Affairs; powers and duti es;

121| function of Departnent of Conmunity Affairs with respect to

122| federal grant-in-aid prograns. --

123 (3) The departnent is authorized to adopt rules

124| inplementing the follow ng grant progranms, which rules shall be
125| consistent with the laws, regul ations, or guidelines governing

126| the grant to the departnent:

127 (b) Gants under the federal progranms—khown—as—theGCoastal

128| Energy—trpact—Programand-the Quter Continental Shelf Program
129| adm nistered by the Bureau of Land and WAter Managenent.

130 Section 8. Paragraph (q) of subsection (5) of section

131| 212.08, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

132 212.08 Sales, rental, use, consunption, distribution, and
133| storage tax; specified exenptions.--The sale at retail, the

134| rental, the use, the consunption, the distribution, and the
135| storage to be used or consuned in this state of the foll ow ng
136| are hereby specifically exenpt fromthe tax inposed by this
137| chapter.

138 (5) EXEMPTI ONS; ACCOUNT OF USE. - -
139 (q) Community contribution tax credit for donations. --
140 1. Authorization.--Beginning July 1, 2001, persons who are

141| registered with the departnent under s. 212.18 to collect or
142 remt sales or use tax and who nmake donations to eligible

143| sponsors are eligible for tax credits against their state sales
144 and use tax liabilities as provided in this paragraph:

145 a. The credit shall be conputed as 50 percent of the
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146| person's approved annual comrunity contri buti on;

147 b. The credit shall be granted as a refund agai nst state
148| sales and use taxes reported on returns and renmtted in the 12
149| nonths preceding the date of application to the departnent for
150( the credit as required in sub-subparagraph 3.c. If the annua
151| credit is not fully used through such refund because of

152 insufficient tax paynents during the applicable 12-nonth peri od,
153| the unused amount may be included in an application for a refund
154 nmade pursuant to sub-subparagraph 3.c. in subsequent years

155| against the total tax paynents made for such year. Carryover

156| credits may be applied for a 3-year period wi thout regard to any
157 tinme limtation that would otherw se apply under s. 215.26;

158 c. No person shall receive nore than $200, 000 in annual
159| tax credits for all approved comunity contributions nade in any
160 one year;

161 d. Al proposals for the granting of the tax credit shal
162 require the prior approval of the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and
163| Econom c Devel opnent;

164 e. The total anpbunt of tax credits which may be granted
165| for all prograns approved under this paragraph, s. 220.183, and
166| s. 624.5105 is $10 mllion annually; and

167 f. A person who is eligible to receive the credit provided
168 for in this paragraph, s. 220.183, or s. 624.5105 may receive
169| the credit only under the one section of the person's choice.
170 2. Eigibility requirenents.--

171 a. A comunity contribution by a person nust be in the
172| follow ng form

173 (1) Cash or other liquid assets;

174 (I'l) Real property;
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175 (I'11) Goods or inventory; or
176 (I'V) O her physical resources as identified by the Ofice

177| of Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent.

178 b. Al conmunity contributions nmust be reserved

179| exclusively for use in a project. As used in this sub-

180| subparagraph, the term "project” neans any activity undertaken
181 by an eligible sponsor which is designed to construct, inprove,

182| or substantially rehabilitate housing that is affordable to | ow-

183| incone or very-lowincome households as defined in s.

184| 420.9071(19) and(28); designed to provide comrercial,

185| industrial, or public resources and facilities; or designed to
186| inprove entrepreneurial and job-devel opnent opportunities for

187| | owinconme persons. A project may be the investnent necessary to
188| increase access to high-speed broadband capability in rural

189| communities with enterprise zones, including projects that

190| result in inprovenents to conmuni cati ons assets that are owned
191 by a business. A project may include the provision of nuseum
192| educational prograns and materials that are directly related to
193| any project approved between January 1, 1996, and Decenber 31,
194| 1999, and located in an enterprise zone as referenced in s.

195| 290.00675. This paragraph does not preclude projects that

196| propose to construct or rehabilitate housing for | owincone or
197| very-lowincone households on scattered sites. The O fice of
198| Tourism Trade, and Econonic Devel opnent nay reserve up to 50
199| percent of the avail able annual tax credits for housing for

200| very-lowinconme househol ds pursuant to s. 420.9071(28) for the
201| first 6 nonths of the fiscal year. Wth respect to housing,

202| contributions nmay be used to pay the following eligible | ow

203| inconme and very-l ow incone housing-related activities:
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204 (1) Project devel opnment inpact and managenent fees for
205 lowincone or very-low-incone housing projects;
206 (1) Down payment and cl osing costs for eligible persons,
207| as defined in s. 420.9071(19) and (28);
208 (Ir1) Admnistrative costs, including housing counseling

209| and marketing fees, not to exceed 10 percent of the comrunity
210| contribution, directly related to | ow-inconme or very-|owincone
211| projects; and

212 (I'V) Renoval of |iens recorded agai nst residentia

213| property by nunicipal, county, or special district |ocal

214| governnents when satisfaction of the lien is a necessary

215| precedent to the transfer of the property to an eligible person,
216| as defined in s. 420.9071(19) and (28), for the purpose of

217| pronoting honme ownership. Contributions for Iien renpval nust be

218| received froma nonrelated third party.

219 c. The project nmust be undertaken by an "eligible

220| sponsor," which incl udes:

221 (I') A comunity action program

222 (I')y A nonprofit comunity-based devel opment organi zati on

223| whose mission is the provision of housing for |owincone or
224| very-lowinconme househol ds or increasing entrepreneurial and

225| ] ob-devel opnment opportunities for | ow-inconme persons;

226 (I'11) A neighborhood housing services corporation;

227 (I'V) A local housing authority created under chapter 421,
228 (V) A community redevel opnent agency created under s.

229 163. 356;

230 (VI) The Florida Industrial Devel opnment Corporation;

231 (M1) A historic preservation district agency or

232| organization;

Page 8 of 33

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1857, Engrossed 2 2004
233 (VII'1) A regional workforce board;
234 (I'X) A direct-support organization as provided in s.
235 1009.983;
236 (X) An enterprise zone devel opnent agency created under s.
237 290. 0056;
238 (XI') A community-based organi zati on i ncorporated under

239| chapter 617 which is recogni zed as educational, charitable, or
240| scientific pursuant to s. 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code
241| and whose bylaws and articles of incorporation include

242| affordabl e housing, econom c devel opnent, or community

243| devel opnent as the primary m ssion of the corporation

244 (XI'l1) Units of |ocal governnent;

245 (XII1) Units of state governnent; or

246 (XI'V) Any other agency that the O fice of Tourism Trade,
247| and Econom c Devel opnent desi gnates by rule.

248

2491 In no event may a contributing person have a financial interest

250| in the eligible sponsor.
251 d. The project nmust be located in an area designated an

252| enterprise zone or a Front Porch Florida Community pursuant to

253| s. 20.18(6) s—24-2015(9(b), unless the project increases

254| access to high-speed broadband capability for rural communities

255| with enterprise zones but is physically |ocated outside the
256| designated rural zone boundaries. Any project designed to
257| construct or rehabilitate housing for |owincone or very-I|ow-
258| inconme households as defined in s. 420.0971(19) and (28) is

259 exenpt fromthe area requirenent of this sub-subparagraph.

260 3. Application requirenents.--
261 a. Any eligible sponsor seeking to participate in this
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262| program nust submt a proposal to the Ofice of Tourism Trade,

263| and Econom c Devel opnent which sets forth the nane of the

264| sponsor, a description of the project, and the area in which the
265| project is |ocated, together with such supporting i nformation as
266| is prescribed by rule. The proposal must also contain a

267| resolution fromthe |ocal governnmental unit in which the project
268| is located certifying that the project is consistent with |ocal
269| plans and regul ations.

270 b. Any person seeking to participate in this program nust
271| submt an application for tax credit to the Ofice of Tourism
272| Trade, and Econom c Devel opnment which sets forth the nane of the
273| sponsor, a description of the project, and the type, value, and
274| purpose of the contribution. The sponsor shall verify the terns
275| of the application and indicate its receipt of the contribution,
276| which verification nmust be in witing and acconpany the

277| application for tax credit. The person nust submt a separate
278| tax credit application to the office for each individual

279| contribution that it nmakes to each individual project.

280 c. Any person who has received notification fromthe

281| O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent that a tax
282| credit has been approved nust apply to the departnent to receive
283| the refund. Application nmust be made on the form prescribed for
284| claimng refunds of sales and use taxes and be acconpanied by a
285| copy of the notification. A person may subnit only one

286| application for refund to the departnment within any 12-nonth

287| period.
288 4. Admnistration.--
289 a. The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent

290| nmay adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 necessary
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291| to adm nister this paragraph, including rules for the approval

292| or disapproval of proposals by a person.

293 b. The decision of the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and

294| Econonic Devel opnent nust be in witing, and, if approved, the
295| notification shall state the maximumcredit allowable to the
296| person. Upon approval, the office shall transmt a copy of the
297| decision to the Departnent of Revenue.

298 c. The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent
299| shall periodically nonitor all projects in a manner consi stent
300 wth available resources to ensure that resources are used in
301| accordance with this paragraph; however, each project nust be
302| reviewed at | east once every 2 years.

303 d. The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent
304 shall, in consultation wth the Department of Comrunity Affairs,
305 the Florida Housing Finance Corporation, and the statew de and
306| regional housing and financial internediaries, nmarket the

307| availability of the community contribution tax credit programto
308| community-based organi zati ons.

309 5. Expiration.--This paragraph expires June 30, 2005;

310| however, any accrued credit carryover that is unused on that
311| date nay be used until the expiration of the 3-year carryover

312| period for such credit.

313 Section 9. Paragraph (d) of subsection (2) of section

314| 220.183, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

315 220.183 Comunity contribution tax credit.--

316 (2) ELIABILITY REQU REMENTS. - -

317 (d) The project shall be located in an area designated as

318 an enterprise zone or a Front Porch Florida Community pursuant

319 to s. 20.18(6) s—314-2015(9)(b). Any project designed to
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320| construct or rehabilitate housing for |owincome or very-|ow-

321| incone households as defined in s. 420.9071(19) and (28) is
322| exenpt fromthe area requirenent of this paragraph. This section
323| does not preclude projects that propose to construct or

324| rehabilitate housing for |owinconme or very-|ow-income

325| househol ds on scattered sites. Any project designed to provide
326| increased access to high-speed broadband capabilities which
327| includes coverage of a rural enterprise zone nay |ocate the
328| project's infrastructure in any area of a rural county.

329 Section 10. Subsections (3) and (5) of section 288. 041,
330| Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

331 288.041 Sol ar energy industry; legislative findings and
332| policy; pronotional activities.--

333 (3) Enterprise Florida, Inc., and its boards shall assi st
334 in the expansion of the solar energy industry in this state.
335 Such efforts shall be undertaken in cooperation with the

336| Departnent of Environnental Protection Community—AHal+s, the
337| Florida Sol ar Energy Center, and the Florida Sol ar Energy

338| Industries Association, and shall include:

339 (a) Providing assistance and support to new and exi sting

340| photovoltaic conpanies, with special enphasis on attracting one
341| or nore manufacturers of photovoltaic products to |ocate within
342| this state.

343 (b) Sponsoring initiatives which aid and take ful

344| advantage of the export market potential of solar technol ogies.
345 (c) Inform ng the business sector of this state about

346| opportunities for cost-effective comrercial applications of

347| solar technol ogi es.

348 (d) Encouragi ng enploynent of residents of this state by
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349| solar energy conpani es.

350 (e) Retaining existing solar energy conpani es and

351| supporting their expansion efforts in this state.

352 (f) Supporting the pronotion of solar energy by sponsoring
353| workshops, sem nars, conferences, and educational prograns on
354 the benefits of sol ar energy.

355 (g) Recogni zi ng outstandi ng devel opnents and achi evenents
356| in, and contributions to, the solar energy industry.

357 (h) Collecting and di ssem nating solar energy informtion
358| relevant to the pronotion of solar energy applications.

359 (i) Enlisting the support of persons, civic groups, the
360| solar energy industry, and other organizations to pronote and
361| inprove solar energy products and services.

362 (5) By January 15 of each year, the Departnent of

363| Environnental Protection Community Alfairs shall report to the
364| Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the

365| House of Representatives on the inpact of the solar energy
366| industry on the econony of this state and shall make any
367 recomendations on initiatives to further pronote the sol ar

368| energy industry as the departnent deens appropriate.

369 Section 11. Subsection (2) of section 288.95155, Florida
370 Statutes, is anended to read
371 288.95155 Florida Small Business Technol ogy G ow h

372 Program - -

373 (2) Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall establish a separate
374 small business technol ogy growth account in the Florida

375| Technol ogy Research I nvestnent Fund for purposes of this

376| section. Mneys in the account shall consist of appropriations

377| by the Legislature, proceeds of any collateral used to secure
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378| such assistance, transfers, fees assessed for providing or

379| processing such financial assistance, grants, interest earnings,

380 and earnings on financial assistance—anrd—-any—rpBnreys—transterred
381l| to-the-account—by the Departnentof Community-Alfairsfromthe
382 . . v : Lty

383| projects.

384 Section 12. Subsection (2) of section 377.602, Florida
385| Statutes, is anended to read:

386 377.602 Definitions.--As used in ss. 377.601-377.608:
387 (2) "Departnent” neans the Departnent of Environnental
388| Protection ComunityAffairs.

389 Section 13. Section 377.603, Florida Statutes, is anended
390| to read:

391 377.603 Energy data collection; powers and duties of the
392| Departnment of Environnental Protection Community Affairs. --
393 (1) The department shall collect data on the extraction,

394| production, inportation, exportation, refinenent,

395| transportation, transm ssion, conversion, storage, sale, or

396| reserves of energy resources in this state in an efficient and
397| expeditious manner.

398 (2) The departnment shall prepare periodic reports of

399| energy data it collects.

400 (3) The departnent shall prescribe and furnish forns for
401| the collection of information as required by ss. 377.601-377.608
402| and shall consult with other state entities to assure that such
403| data collected will neet their data requirenents.

404 (4) The departnment may adopt and pronul gate such rul es and
405| regulations as are necessary to carry out the provisions of ss.
406| 377.601-377.608. Such rules shall be pursuant to chapter 120.
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407 (5) The department shall maintain internal validation

408| procedures to assure the accuracy of information received.

409 Section 14. Subsection (1) of section 377.701, Florida
410| Statutes, is amended to read

411 377.701 Petrol eum al |l ocation. --

412 (1) The Departnent of Environnental Protection Cormunity

413| AHairs shall assune the state's role in petroleumallocation
414| and conservation, including the devel opnent of a fair and

415| equitabl e petrol eum plan. The departnent shall constitute the
416| responsible state agency for performng the functions of any
417| federal programdelegated to the state, which relates to

418| petroleum supply, denmand, and allocation.

419 Section 15. Subsections (1), (2), and (3) of section
420| 377.703, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
421 377.703 Additional functions of the Departnent of

422| Environnental Protection Community—-AHalrs; energy energency
423| contingency plan; federal and state conservation prograns. --

424 (1) LEQ SLATIVE | NTENT. - - Recogni zi ng that energy supply

425| and demand questions have become a mmjor area of concern to the

426| state which nust be dealt with by effective and wel | -coordi nated
427| state action, it is the intent of the Legislature to pronote the
428| efficient, effective, and econom cal nanagenent of energy

429| problens, centralize energy coordination responsibilities,

430| pinpoint responsibility for conducting energy prograns, and

431| ensure the accountability of state agencies for the

432| inplenmentation of s. 377.601(4), the state energy policy. It is
433| the specific intent of the Legislature that nothing in this act

434| shall in any way change the powers, duties, and responsibilities
435| assigned by the Florida Electrical Power Plant Siting Act, part
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436| 11 of chapter 403, or the powers, duties, and responsibilities

437| of the Florida Public Service Conmm ssion

438 (2) DEFIN TIONS. --

439 (a) "Coordinate," "coordination," or "coordinating" neans
440| the exam nation and eval uation of state plans and prograns and
441| the providing of recormmendations to the Cabinet, Legislature,
442| and appropriate state agency on any neasures deened necessary to
443| ensure that such plans and prograns are consistent with state
444| energy policy.

445 (b) "Energy conservation” means increased efficiency in
446| the utilization of energy.

447 (c) "Energy energency" neans an actual or inpending

448| shortage or curtail nment of usable, necessary energy resources,
449| such that the mai ntenance of necessary services, the protection
450 of public health, safety, and welfare, or the maintenance of
451| basic sound econony is inperiled in any geographi cal section of
452| the state or throughout the entire state.

453 (d) "Energy source" neans electricity, fossil fuels, solar
454 power, w nd power, hydroel ectric power, nuclear power, or any
455| other resource which has the capacity to do work.

456 (e) "Facilities" means any building or structure not

457| otherw se exenpted by the provisions of this act.

458 (f) "Fuel"™ means petroleum crude oil, petroleum product,
459| coal, natural gas, or any other substance used primarily for its
460| energy content.

461 (g) "Local governnment"” means any county, nunicipality,

462| regional planning agency, or other special district or |ocal

463| governnental entity the policies or progranms of which may affect
464| the supply or demand, or both, for energy in the state.
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465 (h) "Pronotion"” or "pronote" nmeans to encourage, aid,

466| assist, provide technical and financial assistance, or otherw se
467| seek to plan, devel op, and expand.

468 (1) "Regional planning agency" nmeans those agencies

469| designated as regional planning agencies by the Departnent of
470 Comrunity Affairs.

471 (j) "Renewable energy resource" neans any nethod, process,
472| or substance the use of which does not dimnish its availability
473| or abundance, including, but not limted to, biomass conversion,
474| geothermal energy, solar energy, w nd energy, wood fuels derived
475| from waste, ocean thermal gradi ent power, hydroel ectric power,
476| and fuels derived from agricultural products.

477 (3) DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONVENTAL PROTECTI ON COMMUNIY

478| AFFALRS; DUTIES. --The Departnent of Environnental Protection

479 | Ceommunity Affailrs shall, in addition to assumng the duties and
480| responsibilities provided by ss. 20.255 2018 and 377. 701,

481| performthe follow ng functions consistent with the devel opnent

482| of a state energy policy:

483 (a) The departnent shall assune the responsibility for
484| devel opment of an energy energency contingency plan to respond
485| to serious shortages of primary and secondary energy sources.
486| Upon a finding by the Governor, inplenentation of any energency
487| program shall be upon order of the Governor that a particul ar
488| kind or type of fuel is, or that the occurrence of an event

489 which is reasonably expected within 30 days w il make the fuel
490| in short supply. The departnment shall then respond by

491| instituting the appropriate neasures of the contingency plan to
492| neet the given energency or energy shortage. The Governor may
493| wutilize the provisions of s. 252.36(5) to carry out any
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494| energency actions required by a serious shortage of energy

495| sources.

496 (b) The departnent shall constitute the responsible state
497| agency for perform ng or coordinating the functions of any

498| federal energy prograns del egated to the state, including energy
499| supply, demand, conservation, or allocation.

500 (c) The departnent shall anal yze present and proposed

501| federal energy prograns and nmake recommendati ons regardi ng those
502| programs to the Governor.

503 (d) The departnment shall coordinate efforts to seek

504| federal support or other support for state energy activities,
505| including energy conservation, research, or devel opnent, and
506 shall be the state agency responsible for the coordination of
507 multiagency energy conservation prograns and pl ans.

508 (e) The departnent shall analyze energy data collected and
509 prepare |l ong-range forecasts of energy supply and demand in

510 coordination wwth the Florida Public Service Conm ssion, which
511| shall have responsibility for electricity and natural gas

512| forecasts. To this end, the forecasts shall contain:

513 1. An analysis of the relationship of state economc

514 growth and devel opnment to energy supply and demand, incl uding
515| the constraints to economc growh resulting fromenergy supply
516| constraints.

517 2. Plans for the devel opnment of renewabl e energy resources
518| and reduction in dependence on depl etabl e energy resources,

519| particularly oil and natural gas, and an anal ysis of the extent
520| to which renewabl e energy sources are being utilized in the

521| state.

522 3. Consideration of alternative scenari os of statew de
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523| energy supply and demand for 5, 10, and 20 years, to identify

524| strategies for |long-range action, including identification of
525| potential social, economc, and environnmental effects.

526 4. An assessnent of the state's energy resources,

527| including exam nation of the availability of comercially

528| devel opable and inported fuels, and an anal ysis of antici pated
529| effects on the state's environnent and soci al services resulting
530 fromenergy resource devel opnent activities or from energy

531| supply constraints, or both.

532 (f) The departnent shall nake a report, as requested by
533| the Governor or the Legislature, reflecting its activities and
534| nmaki ng recommendati ons of policies for inprovenent of the

535| state's response to energy supply and demand and its effect on
536 the health, safety, and welfare of the people of Florida. The
537| report shall include a report fromthe Florida Public Service
538 Commi ssion on electricity and natural gas and information on
539| energy conservation prograns conducted and under way in the past
540| vyear and shall include recommendations for energy conservation
541| progranms for the state, including, but not limted to, the

542| follow ng factors:

543 1. Formulation of specific recommendati ons for inprovenent
544 in the efficiency of energy utilization in governnental,

545| residential, comercial, industrial, and transportati on sectors.
546 2. Collection and dissem nation of information relating to

547| energy conservati on.

548 3. Devel opnent and conduct of educational and training
549| prograns relating to energy conservati on.

550 4. An analysis of the ways in which state agencies are
551| seeking to inplenent s. 377.601(4), the state energy policy, and
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552 recomendations for better fulfilling this policy.
553 (g) The departnent has authority to adopt rul es pursuant

554 to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to inplenent the provisions of this
555| act.

556 (h) Pronote the devel opnent and use of renewabl e energy
557| resources, in conformance with the provisions of chapter 187 and
558| s. 377.601, by:

559 1. Establishing goals and strategies for increasing the
560 wuse of solar energy in this state.

561 2. Ading and pronoting the conmercialization of solar

562| energy technology, in cooperation with the Florida Sol ar Energy
563| Center, Enterprise Florida, Inc., and any other federal, state,
564| or |ocal governnmental agency which nmay seek to pronote research,
565| devel opnment, and denonstration of solar energy equi pnent and
566| technol ogy.

567 3. ldentifying barriers to greater use of solar energy
568| systens in this state, and devel opi ng specific recommendati ons
569| for overcomng identified barriers, with findings and

570 recomendations to be submtted annually in the report to the
571| Legislature required under paragraph (f).

572 4. In cooperation with the Departnment of Transportation,

573| the Departnent of Conmunity Affairs, Enterprise Florida, Inc.,

574| the Florida Solar Energy Center, and the Florida Solar Energy
575| Industries Association, investigating opportunities, pursuant to
576 the National Energy Policy Act of 1992 and the Housing and

577 Community Devel opnment Act of 1992, for solar electric vehicles
578| and other solar energy manufacturing, distribution,

579| installation, and financing efforts which wll enhance this

580| state's position as the | eader in solar energy research
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581| devel opnent, and use.

582 5. Undertaking other initiatives to advance the

583| devel opnent and use of renewabl e energy resources in this state.
584
585| In the exercise of its responsibilities under this paragraph,
586| the departnent shall seek the assistance of the solar energy

587| industry in this state and other interested parties and is

588| authorized to enter into contracts, retain professional

589| consulting services, and expend funds appropriated by the

590| Legislature for such purposes.

591 (i) The departnent shall pronote energy conservation in
592| all energy use sectors throughout the state and shall constitute
593| the state agency primarily responsible for this function. To
594| this end, the departnent shall coordinate the energy

595 conservation prograns of all state agencies and review and

596 comment on the energy conservation prograns of all state

597| agenci es.

598 (Jj) The departnent shall serve as the state clearinghouse
599 for indexing and gathering all information related to energy

600| progranms in state universities, in private universities, in

601| federal, state, and | ocal governnent agencies, and in private
602| industry and shall prepare and distribute such information in
603| any manner necessary to informand advise the citizens of the
604| state of such prograns and activities. This shall include

605| devel oping and nmaintaining a current index and profile of al

606| research activities, which shall be identified by energy area
607| and may include a summary of the project, the anobunt and sources
608| of funding, anticipated conpletion dates, or, in case of

609| conpleted research, conclusions, recomrendations, and
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610| applicability to state governnment and private sector functions.

611 The departnent shall coordinate, pronote, and respond to

612| efforts by all sectors of the econony to seek financial support
613| for energy activities. The department shall provide information
614| to consuners regarding the anticipated energy-use and energy-
615| saving characteristics of products and services in coordination
616 with any federal, state, or |ocal governnental agencies as may
617| provide such information to consuners.

618 (k) The departnent shall coordinate energy-rel ated

619| prograns of state government, including, but not limted to, the
620| prograns provided in this section. To this end, the departnent
621| shall:

622 1. Provide assistance to other state agencies, counties,
623| nunicipalities, and regional planning agencies to further and
624| pronote their energy planning activities.

625 2. Require, in cooperation with the Departnent of

626| Managenent Services, all state agencies to operate state-owned
627| and state-leased buildings in accordance with energy

628| conservation standards as adopted by the Departnent of

629| Managenent Services. Every 3 nonths, the Departnent of

630| Managenent Services shall furnish the departnent data on

631| agencies' energy consunption in a format mutually agreed upon by
632| the two departnents.

633 3. Pronote the devel opnent and use of renewabl e energy
634| resources, energy efficiency technol ogi es, and conservation

635| neasures.

636 4. Pronote the recovery of energy fromwastes, including,
637| but not limted to, the use of waste heat, the use of

638| agricultural products as a source of energy, and recycling of
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639| manufactured products. Such pronotion shall be conducted in

640 conjunction with, and after consultation with, the Departnent of
641| Environmental Protection, the Florida Public Service Comm ssion
642| where electrical generation or natural gas is involved, and any
643| other relevant federal, state, or |ocal governnmental agency

644| having responsibility for resource recovery prograns.

645 (I') The departnment shall devel op, coordinate, and pronote
646| a conprehensive research plan for state prograns. Such plan

647| shall be consistent with state energy policy and shall be

648| updated on a bi ennial basis.

649 (m In recognition of the devastation to the econony of
650 this state and the dangers to the health and wel fare of

651| residents of this state caused by Hurricane Andrew, and the

652| potential for such inpacts caused by other natural disasters,
653| the departnent shall include in its energy enmergency contingency
654| plan and provide to the Departnent of Conmunity Affairs for

655 inclusion in the state nodel energy efficiency building code
656| specific provisions to facilitate the use of cost-effective
657| solar energy technol ogi es as energency renedi al and preventive
658| neasures for providing electric power, street lighting, and

659| water heating service in the event of electric power outages.

660 Section 16. Subsection (3) of section 381.7354, Florida
661| Statutes, is anended to read:
662 381.7354 Eigibility. --
663 (3) In addition to the grants awarded under subsections

664| (1) and (2), up to 20 percent of the funding for the Reducing
665| Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities: Closing the Gap grant
666| program shall be dedicated to projects that address inproving

667| racial and ethnic health status within specific Front Porch
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668| Florida Comunities, as designated pursuant to s. 20.18(6) s—

669| 14-2015(9)(b).

670 Section 17. Section 403.42, Florida Statutes, is anmended
671| to read:

672 403.42 Florida Cean Fuel Act.--

673 (1) SHORT TITLE AND PURPCSE. - -

674 (a) This section may be cited as the "Florida O ean Fuel
675 Act."

676 (b) The purposes of this act are to establish the C ean

677| Fuel Florida Advisory Board under the Departnent of
678| Environnental Protection GCommunrity—AlHai+s to study the

679| inplenentation of alternative fuel vehicles and to fornul ate and
680| provide to the Secretary of Environnental Protection Comrunity

681| AHai+s reconmendati ons on expandi ng the use of alternative fuel

682| vehicles in this state and nmake fundi ng avail able for

683| inplenentation.

684 (2) DEFINITIONS. --For purposes of this act:

685 (a) "Alternative fuels" include electricity, biodiesel,
686| natural gas, propane, and any other fuel that nay be deened
687| appropriate in the future by the Departnent of Environnental
688| Protection Community-Alfairs with guidance fromthe O ean Fuel
689| Florida Advisory Board.

690 (b) "Alternative fuel vehicles" include on-road and off-

691| road transportation vehicles and |ight-duty, mediumduty, and
692| heavy-duty vehicles that are powered by an alternative fuel or a

693| conbination of alternative fuels.

694 (3) CLEAN FUEL FLORI DA ADVI SORY BOARD ESTABLI SHED

695| MEMBERSHI P; DUTI ES AND RESPONSI BI LI TI ES. - -

696 (a) The Cean Fuel Florida Advisory Board is established
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697| wthin the Departnment of Environnental Protection Conmuni-ty

698| AHairs.
699 (b)1. The advisory board shall consist of the Secretary of

7001 Conmmunity Affairs, or a designee fromthat departnment, the

701| Secretary of Environnental Protection, or a designee fromthat
702| departnment, the Comm ssioner of Education, or a designee from
703| that departnent, the Secretary of Transportation, or a designee
704| fromthat departnent, the Comm ssioner of Agriculture, or a

705| designee fromthe Departnment of Agriculture and Consuner

706| Services, the Secretary of Managenent Services, or a designee
707| fromthat departnent, and a representative of each of the

708| follow ng, who shall be appointed by the Secretary of

709| Environnental Protection Community Atfairs—wthin 30 days—aftter
710| the-effective date o thisact:

711 a. The Florida biodiesel industry.

712 b. The Florida electric utility industry.

713 c. The Florida natural gas industry.

714 d. The Florida propane gas industry.

715 e. An autonpobile manufacturers' association.

716 f. A Florida Clean Cties Coalition designated by the

717| United States Departnent of Energy.

718 g. Enterprise Florida, Inc.

719 h. EV Ready Broward.

720 i. The Florida petroleumindustry.

721 J. The Florida League of Cities.

722 k. The Florida Association of Counti es.

723 . Floridians for Better Transportation.

724 m A notor vehicle manufacturer

725 n. Florida Local Environment Resource Agenci es.
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726 0. Project for an Energy Efficient Florida.
727 p. Florida Transportation Buil ders Associ ation.
728 2. The purpose of the advisory board is to serve as a

729| resource for the departnent and to provide the Governor, the

730| Legislature, and the Secretary of Environnental Protection

731| GCommunity—AHal+s with private sector and other public agency

732| perspectives on achieving the goal of increasing the use of

733| alternative fuel vehicles in this state.

734 3. Menbers shall be appointed to serve ternms of 1 year
735| each, with reappointnent at the discretion of the Secretary of
736| Environnental Protection GCommnity—AHai+s. Vacancies shall be

737| filled for the remainder of the unexpired termin the sane

738| manner as the original appointnent.
739 4. The board shall annually select a chairperson
740 5.a. The board shall neet at |east once each quarter or

741| nore often at the call of the chairperson or the Secretary of

742| Environnental Protection Cormmunty—AHalrs.

743 b. Meetings are exenpt fromthe notice requirenents of

744| chapter 120, and sufficient notice shall be given to afford
745| interested persons reasonabl e notice under the circunstances.
746 6. Menbers of the board are entitled to travel expenses

747| while engaged in the performance of board duties.

748 7. The board shall termnate 5 years after the effective
749| date of this act.
750 (c) The board shall review the performance of the state

751| with reference to alternative fuel vehicle inplenentation in
752| conplying with federal |aws and naxi m zi ng avail abl e federal
753| funding and may:

754 1. Advise the Governor, Legislature, and the Secretary of
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755| Environnental Protection GCommnity—AHai+s and nmake

756| recomendations regarding inplenentation and use of alternative

757| fuel vehicles in this state.

758 2. ldentify potential inprovenents in this act and the
759| state's alternative fuel policies.

760 3. Request fromall state agencies any information the
761| board determi nes relevant to board duties.

762 4. Regularly report to the Secretary of Environnental

763| Protection Community—Alfairs, the Governor, the President of the
764| Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives

765| regarding the board's findings and recommendati ons.

766 (d)1. The advisory board shal | —wthin 120 daysafterits
767| #H+rst—meeting— make recomendations to the Departnent of

768| Environnental Protection GCommunity—Alfairs for establishing

769| pilot prograns in this state that provide experience and support

770 the best use expansion of the alternative fuel vehicle industry
771 in this state. No funds shall be released for a project unless
772| there is at least a 50-percent private or |ocal nmatch.

773 2. In addition to the pilot prograns, the advisory board
774| shall assess federal, state, and local initiatives to identify
775| incentives that encourage successful alternative fuel vehicle
776| prograns; obstacles to alternative fuel vehicle use including
777| legislative, regulatory, and econom c obstacl es; and prograns
778| that educate and informthe public about alternative fue

779| vehicles.

780 3. The advisory board is charged with determ ning a

781| reasonable, fair, and equitable way to address current notor
782| fuel taxes as they apply to alternative fuels and at what

783| threshold of market penetration.

Page 27 of 33

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1857, Engrossed 2 2004
784 4. Based on its findings, the advisory board shall devel op

785| recomendations to the Legislature on future alternative fuel
786| vehicle prograns and | egislative changes that provide the best
787| use of state and other resources to enhance the alternative fuel
788| vehicle market in this state and nmaxi mze the return on that
789| investnment in ternms of job creation, econonic devel opnent, and
790| em ssions reduction.

791 (e) The advisory board, working with the Departnent of
792| Environnental Protection Community—Affairs, shall develop a

793| budget for the departnent's approval, and all expenditures shal

794| be approved by the departnment. At the conclusion of the first
795| vyear, the departnent shall conduct an audit of the board and

796| board prograns.

797 Section 18. Subsections (42) and (43) are added to section
798| 420.507, Florida Statutes, to read:
799 420.507 Powers of the corporation.--The corporation shal

800| have all the powers necessary or convenient to carry out and
801| effectuate the purposes and provisions of this part, including
802 the follow ng powers which are in addition to all other powers

803| granted by other provisions of this part:

804 (42) To provide information, assistance, and facilities
805| needed by the Affordabl e Housi ng Study Conm ssion.

806 (43) To devel op and adm ni ster the Affordabl e Housi ng

807| Catalyst Program under s. 420.531.

808 Section 19. Section 420.531, Florida Statutes, is created
809| to read:

810 420.531 Affordabl e Housing Catal yst Program --The

811| corporation shall operate the Affordabl e Housing Catal yst

812| Programfor the purpose of securing the expertise necessary to
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813| provide specialized technical support to | ocal governnments and

814 community-based organi zations to i npl enent the HOVE | nvest nent

815| Partnership Program State Housing Initiatives Partnership

816| Program and other affordabl e housing prograns. To the naxi mum

817| extent feasible, the entity to provide the necessary expertise

818| nust be recogni zed by the Internal Revenue Service as a

819 nonprofit tax-exenpt organization. It nust have as its prinary

820 m ssion the provision of affordable housing training and

821| technical assistance, an ability to provide training and

822| technical assistance statewi de, and a proven track record of

823| successfully providing training and techni cal assi stance under

824| the Affordabl e Housing Catal yst Program The technical support

825| shall, at a minimum include training relating to the foll ow ng

826| key elenents of the partnership prograns:

827 (1) Formation of |ocal and regi onal housi ng partnerships

828| as a neans of bringing together resources to provide affordable

829| housing.
830 (2) Inplenentation of regulatory reforns to reduce the

831| risk and cost of devel opi ng af fordabl e housi ng.

832 (3) Inplenentation of affordabl e housing prograns incl uded
833| in local governnent conprehensive pl ans.

834 (4) Conpliance with requirenents of federally funded

835| housi ng prograns.

836 Section 20. Subsection (8) of section 420.6015, Florida
837| Statutes, is anended to read:

838 420. 6015 Legislative findings.--1n addition to the

839| findings and declarations in ss. 420.0002, 420.502, 421.02,
840| 422.02, and 423.01, which are hereby reaffirnmed, the Legislature
841| finds that:
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842 (8) Through-the Affordable Housing Catalyst Program-and
843| ether—programand—staffresources,- The departnent shal

844| facilitate the nobilization of public and private resources to
845| provide affordable housing through its responsibilities in the
846| areas of housing, conprehensive planning, and comunity

847| assi stance.

848 Section 21. Subsection (3) of section 420.606, Florida
849| Statutes, is anended to read:

850 420. 606 Training and technical assistance program --

851 (3) TRAINING AND TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE PROGRAM - - The

852| Departnment of Community Affairs shall be responsible for

853| securing the necessary expertise to provide training and

854| technical assistance to staff of |ocal governnents, to staff of
855| state agencies, as appropriate, and to conmunity-based

856| organizations, and to persons form ng such organi zations, which
857| are formed for the purpose of devel opi ng new housi ng and

858| rehabilitating existing housing which is affordable for very-

859 Il owincone persons, |owinconme persons, and noderate-incone

860| persons. To-the maximum-extent feasible—theentity to provide
861| the necessary expertise mustbe recognized-by the lnternal

862| Revenue -Service-as—a-nonprofittax-exenpt—organization—H—nust
863| 1 . : . I . . affordable | :
864 - I hnical . ; il L d

865 - I hnical : i de: I I
866 | of Ul i . I haical

867| assistanceunderthe Atfordable Housing GCatalyst Program-
868 (a) The training conponent of the program shall be

869| designed to build the housing devel opnment capacity of conmunity-

870| based organi zations and | ocal governnments as a permanent
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871| resource for the benefit of communities in this state.

872 1. The scope of training shall include, but not be limted
873| to, real estate developnent skills related to affordable

874| housing, including the construction process and property

875| managenent and di sposition, the devel opnent of public-private
876| partnerships to reduce housing costs, nodel housing projects,
877| and managenent and board responsibilities of comrunity-based

878| organi zations.

879 2. Training activities may include, but are not limted
880| to, materials for self-instruction, workshops, sem nars,

881| internships, coursework, and special prograns devel oped in

882| conjunction with state universities and community coll eges.

883 (b) The technical assistance conponent of the program

884| shall be designed to assist applicants for state-adm nistered
885| progranms in devel opi ng applications and in expediting project
886| inplenentation. Technical assistance activities for the staffs
887| of community-based organi zations and | ocal governnents who are
888| directly involved in the production of affordable housing may
889| include, but are not limted to, workshops for program

890| applicants, onsite visits, guidance in achieving project

891| conpletion, and a newsletter to comunity-based organi zations
892| and | ocal governnents.

893 {c)—The departnent—shall —establish-a program-known—asthe
894 | Affordable Housing Catalyst Programto-be responsible for

895 . . . . . .

896
897
898
899
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900| tralningrelating-to-the followng key elenents of the
901| partnershipprograns-

902 1— The formationof local and regionalhousing

903| partnerships—as—aneans—of bringingtogether resourcesto
904| provideatfordable-housing—

905 i i
906
907
908
909
910| housing—prograns—

911 Section 22. Subsection (3) of section 420.609, Florida
912| Statutes, is anended to read:

913 420. 609 Affordabl e Housi ng Study Comm ssion. --Because the
914| Legislature firmy supports affordable housing in Florida for

915| all econom c cl asses:

916 (3) The departnent—and-the corporation shall supply such
917| information, assistance, and facilities as are deened necessary
918| for the comrission to carry out its duties under this section
919| and shall provide such staff assistance as is necessary for the
920| performance of required clerical and adm nistrative functions of

921 the conmm ssi on.

922 Section 23. Subsection (7) of section 420.631, Florida
923| Statutes, is anended to read:

924 420.631 Definitions relating to U ban Honesteadi ng

925| Act.--As used in ss. 420.630-420. 635:

926 (7) "Ofice" neans the Ofice of Uban Opportunity within

927| the Departnent of Community Affairs Oficeof Tourism—TFrade
928| and-Econom-cDevelophent.
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929 Section 24. Subsection (7) of section 420.9075, Florida
930| Statutes, is anended to read
931 420. 9075 Local housing assistance plans; partnerships. --
932 (7) Pursuant to s. 420.531 s—420-606, the corporation

933| shall provide technical assistance to | ocal governnents

934| regarding the creation of partnerships, the design of |oca
935| housing assistance strategies, the inplenentation of |ocal
936| housing incentive strategies, and the provision of support

937| services.

938 Section 25. Paragraph (d) of subsection (2) of section
939| 624.5105, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

940 624.5105 Community contribution tax credit; authorization;
941| |imtations; eligibility and application requirenents;

942| admnistration; definitions; expiration.--

943 (2) ELIGBILITY REQU REMENTS. --

944 (d) The project shall be located in an area designated as

945| an enterprise zone or a Front Porch Comunity pursuant to s.

946| 20.18(6) s—234-2015(9(b). Any project designed to construct or
947| rehabilitate housing for | owincone or very-|low-incone

948| households as defined in s. 420.9071(19) and (28) is exenpt from
949| the area requirenent of this paragraph

950 Section 26. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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