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1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to traffic control; anending s.
3 316.003, F.S.; revising the definition of

4 "official traffic control devices"; anending s.
5 316.006, F.S.; revising jurisdiction provisions
6 to provide for devices to enforce traffic

7 control signals; anending s. 316.0745, F.S.

8 providing for a uniformsystemof traffic

9 control signal enforcenent devices to be

10 included in the uniformsystemof traffic

11 control devices adopted by the Departnent of

12 Transportation; providing for inclusion of

13 traffic control signal enforcenent devices in
14 t he manual of definitions and specifications

15 publ i shed by that department; requiring such

16 signal enforcenent devices to conformto the

17 departnent's manual and specifications;

18 providing for review and approval of the

19 devi ces by the departnent; providing procedures
20 for renoval of nonconform ng devices; providing
21 penalties for failure to conform providing for
22 exceptions; creating s. 316.1003, F.S.
23 providing for enforcenent of traffic contro
24 signals by the Departnent of Transportation
25 providing for signal enforcenent officers;
26 providing for issuance of citations; providing
27 responsibility and liability for paynent of a
28 citation; providing for evidence; prohibiting
29 subm ssion of a false affidavit; providing
30 penalties; providing for restricting issuance
31 of a license plate or revalidation sticker for
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out standi ng viol ations; providing for
collection and distribution of fines; providing
that enforcenent is supplenental to enforcenent
by | aw enforcenent officers; requiring

rul emaki ng; anmending s. 316.640, F.S.

providi ng for devel opnent of training and

qgual i fications standards for signal enforcenent
of ficers; authorizing such officers to enforce
traffic control signals; anending s. 316. 650,
F.S.; providing procedures for citations issued
pursuant to s. 316.1003, F.S.; anending s.
318.14, F.S.; providing procedures for

di sposition of said citations; anending s.
318.18, F.S.; providing for paynent of a fine
to the Departnent of Transportation in |lieu of
court; amending s. 320.03, F.S.; restricting

i ssuance of a license plate or revalidation
sticker for outstanding violations; anending s.
335.09, F.S.; providing for erection and

mai nt enance of traffic control signa
enforcenent devices; anending s. 335.14, F. S
exenpting conputerized traffic control signa
enforcenent devices fromthe Information

Resour ces Managenent Act of 1997 and the
Commerce Protection Act; providing an effective
dat e.

Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (23) of section 316.003, Florida

Statutes, is anended to read:

2
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1 316.003 Definitions.--The followi ng words and phrases,
2 | when used in this chapter, shall have the neanings
3| respectively ascribed to themin this section, except where
4| the context otherw se requires:
5 (23) OFFICI AL TRAFFI C CONTROL DEVI CES. --Al | signs,
6 | signals, markings, and devices, not inconsistent with this
7 | chapter, placed or erected by authority of a public body or
8| official having jurisdiction for the purpose of regul ating,
9| warning, or guiding traffic or enforcing traffic contro
10 | signals.
11 Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 316.006, Florida
12 | Statutes, is anended to read:
13 316.006 Jurisdiction.--Jurisdiction to control traffic
14| is vested as foll ows:
15 (1) STATE.--The Departnent of Transportation shal
16 | have all original jurisdiction over all state roads throughout
17 | this state, including those within the grounds of all state
18 | institutions and the boundaries of all dedicated state parks,
19 | and nay place and maintain such traffic control devices which
20| conformto its manual and specifications upon all such
21 | highways as it shall deem necessary to indicate and to carry
22 | out the provisions of this chapter or to regulate, warn, or
23| guide traffic or to enforce traffic control signals.
24 Section 3. Section 316.0745, Florida Statutes, is
25 | anended to read:
26 316. 0745 Uniform signals and devices. --
27 (1) The Departnent of Transportation shall adopt a
28 | uniform systemof traffic control devices for use on the
29 | streets and hi ghways of the state, which shall include a
30| uniformsystemof traffic control signal enforcenent devices.
31| The uniformsystemshall, insofar as is practicable, conform
3
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to the system adopted by the Anerican Association of State
H ghway Oficials and shall be revised fromtine to tine to
i ncl ude changes necessary to conformto a uniformnationa
systemor to neet local and state needs. The Departnent of
Transportation may call upon representatives of |oca
authorities to assist in the preparation or revision of the
uni form systemof traffic control devices.

(2) The Departnent of Transportation shall conpile and
publish a nmanual of uniformtraffic control devices which
defines the uniform system adopted pursuant to subsection (1),
and shall conpile and publish m ni num specifications for
traffic control signals and devices and traffic control signha

enforcenent devices certified by it as conforning with the

uni form system

(a) The departnent shall make copies of such nmanual
and specifications available to all counties, nmunicipalities,
and ot her public bodies having jurisdiction of streets or
hi ghways open to the public in this state.

(b) The manual shall provide for the use of regulatory
speed signs in work zone areas. The installation of such signs
is exenpt fromthe provisions of s. 335.10.

(3) Al official traffic control signals and traffic
control signal enforcenent devices or official traffic contro

devi ces purchased and installed in this state by any public
body or official shall conformw th the nmanual and
speci fications published by the Departnment of Transportation
pursuant to subsection (2).

(4) It shall be unlawful for any public body or
official to purchase, or for anyone to sell, any traffic
control signal, er device, or signal enforcenent device unless

it conforms with the manual and specifications published by
4
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the Departnent of Transportation and is certified to be of
such conformance prior to sale. Any manufacturer or vendor who
sells any traffic control signal, guide, or directional sign
or device or any traffic control signal enforcenent device

wi t hout such certification shall be ineligible to bid or
furnish traffic control devices to any public body or official
for such period of tine as may be established by the
Departnent of Transportation; however, such period of tine
shall be for not less than 1 year fromthe date of
notification of such ineligibility.

(5) It is unlawful for any public body to manufacture
for installation or placenment any traffic control signal
gui de, or directional sign or device or any traffic contro

si gnal enforcenent device unless it conforms to the uniform

system of traffic control devices published by the Departnent
of Transportation. It is unlawful for any public body to sel
any traffic control signal, guide, or directional sign or
device or any traffic control signal enforcenent device it

manuf actures to any nongovernnental entity or person

(6) Any systemof traffic control devices controlled
and operated froma renote | ocation by electronic conputers or
simlar devices shall neet all requirenents established for
t he uni form system and, where such systens affect the
nmovenent of traffic on state roads, the design of the system
shal | be revi ewed and approved by the Departnment of
Transportati on.

(7) The Departnent of Transportation is authorized,
after hearing pursuant to 14 days' notice, to direct the
renoval of any purported traffic control device wherever
| ocated which fails to neet the requirenents of this section
The public agency erecting or installing the sane shal

5
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i medi ately renpve said device or signal or traffic contro

si gnal enforcenent device upon the direction of the Departnent

of Transportation and nay not, for a period of 5 years,
install any replacenent or newtraffic control devices paid
for in part or in full with revenues raised by the state
unl ess witten prior approval is received fromthe Depart nent
of Transportation. Any additional violation by a public body
or official shall be cause for the w thholding of state funds
for traffic control purposes until such public body or
of ficial denobnstrates to the Departnent of Transportation that
it is conplying with this section

(8) The Departnent of Transportation is authorized to
permt traffic control devices not in conformity with the
uni form system upon showi ng of good cause.

Section 4. Section 316.1003, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

316. 1003 Traffic control signal enforcenent.--

(1)(a) For the purpose of enforcing s. 316.075, the

Departnent of Transportation shall by rule authorize a signal

enforcenent officer to issue a uniformtraffic citation for a

violation of s. 316.075. "Signal enforcenent officer" neans

t he desi gnee of the Departnent of Transportati on whose sol e

authority is to enforce traffic control signals. The

Departnent of Transportati on may desi gnate signal enforcenent
of ficers pursuant to s. 316.640(1).
(b) Acitation issued under this subsection may be

i ssued by mailing the citation by first-class mail, or hy

certified mail, return receipt requested, to the address of

the registered owner of the notor vehicle involved in the

violation. Mailing the citation to this address constitutes

notification. In the case of joint ownership of a notor
6
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vehicle, the traffic citation nust be mailed to the first nane

appearing on the registration, unless the first nane appearing

on the registration is a business organi zation, in which case

t he second nane appearing on the registration may be used. A

citation issued under this paragraph nust be nailed to the

regi stered owner of the notor vehicle involved in the

violation within 14 days after the date of issuance of the

violation. In addition to the citation, notification nust be

sent to the regi stered owner of the notor vehicle involved in

the violation specifying renedi es avail abl e under ss.
318.14(13) and 318.18(13).
(c) The owner of the notor vehicle involved in the

violation of s. 316.075 is responsible and liable for paynent

of a citation issued for that violation, unless the owner can

establish that the notor vehicle was, at the tine of the

violation, in the care, custody, or control of another person

In order to establish such facts, the owner of the notor

vehicle is required, within 14 days after notification of the

citation, to furnish to the Departnent of Transportation an

affidavit setting forth:

1. The nane, address, date of birth, and, if known,

the driver |icense nunber of the person who | eased, rented, or

ot herwi se had the care, custody, or control of the notor

vehicle at the tine of the alleged violation; or

2. |If stolen, the police report indicating that the

vehicle was stolen at the tine of the alleged violation

Upon recei pt by the Departnent of Transportation of an

affidavit, the person designated as having care, custody, or

control of the nmotor vehicle at the tine of the violation of

s. 316.075 may be issued a citation for that violation. The
7
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1| affidavit shall be admissible in a proceeding pursuant to this
2| section for the purpose of proving that the person identified
3lin the affidavit had actual care, custody, or control of the
4 | notor vehicle at the tinme of the violation

5 (d) A witten report of a signal enforcenent officer

6 | or phot ographic evidence that indicates the violation of s.

71 316.075 is adnissible in any proceeding to enforce this

8 | section and s. 316.075 and raises a rebuttable presunption

9] that the notor vehicle naned in the report or shown in the

10 | phot ogr aphi ¢ evi dence was used in the violation of s. 316.075.
11 (2) The subnission of a false affidavit is a

12 | ni sdeneanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s.
13| 775.082 or s. 775.083.

14 (3) The Departnent of Transportation may supply the

15| departnent with data that is nachine readable by the

16 | departnent's conputer systemlisting persons who have one or
17 | nore outstanding violations of s. 316.075. Pursuant to s.

18 | 320.03(8), those persons nay not be issued a license plate or
19 | revalidation sticker for any notor vehicle.

20 (4) The Departnent of Transportation shall renit the
21 | noneys collected for the fines paid under ss. 318.14(13) and
22| 318.18(13) to the Departnent of Revenue. The Departnent of

23 | Revenue shall distribute the funds received as foll ows:

24 (a) Three percent annually to the Brain and Spi na

25| Cord Injury Programin the Departnent of Health, up to a total
26 | of $500, 000 per year

27 (b) Seventeen percent annually to the Johnnie Bryars
28 | Byrd, Sr., Trust Fund for Al zheiner's Research, up to a total
29 | of $3 nmillion per year

30 (c) One and one-half percent annually to MADD Broward,
31| up to a total of $250,000 per year, which shall be used for

8
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MADD About Music to pay for educational prograns to encourage

teens to abstain from underage drinking and substance abuse.

(d) One and one-half percent annually to the Florida

Endownent Foundation for Vocational Rehabilitation, up to a
total of $250,000 per year, which shall be used for the
personal care attendant program

(e) Seventy-seven percent annually to the Departnent

of Elderly Affairs, up to a total of $13.2 nillion per year

to be distributed equally anong the area agencies on aging to

provide for a transportation resource intervention program for

i ndi viduals over 79 years of age who becone unable to drive.

The program shall identify and coordi nate transportation

resources and services available to address the needs of such

individuals and to assist in the transition of an i ndependent

lifestyle to one that requires assistance.

Al remaining funds shall be deposited into the Genera

Revenue Fund.

(5) This section supplenments the enforcenent of s.

316. 075 by | aw enforcenent officers and does not prohibhit a

| aw enforcenent officer fromissuing a citation for a

violation of s. 316.075 in accordance with normal traffic

enf orcenent techni ques; however, no nore than one citation for

a violation of s. 316.075 arising fromthe sane incident shal

be enforceabl e.

(6) The Departnent of Transportation shall devel op and

adopt rul es necessary to inplenent the provisions of this

secti on.

Section 5. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
316.640, Florida Statutes, is anmended, and subsection (8) of
that section is reenacted, to read:

9
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1 316. 640 Enforcenent.--The enforcement of the traffic
2| laws of this state is vested as foll ows:

3 (1) STATE. --

4 (b)1. The Departnent of Transportation has authority
5|to enforce on all the streets and hi ghways of this state al

6| laws applicable within its authority.

7 2.a. The Departnent of Transportation shall devel op

8| training and qualifications standards for toll enforcenent

9| officers whose sole authority is to enforce the paynent of

10| tolls pursuant to s. 316.1001. Nothing in this subparagraph
11 | shall be construed to pernit the carrying of firearns or other
12 | weapons, nor shall a toll enforcenent officer have arrest

13 | authority.

14 b. For the purpose of enforcing s. 316.1001

15| governnental entities, as defined in s. 334.03, which own or
16 | operate a toll facility may enpl oy i ndependent contractors or
17 | desi gnate enpl oyees as toll enforcenent officers; however, any
18 | such toll enforcenment officer nust successfully neet the

19 | training and qualifications standards for toll enforcenent

20| officers established by the Departnment of Transportation

21 3. The Departnent of Transportation shall devel op

22 | training and qualifications standards for signal enforcenent
23| officers whose sole authority is to enforce traffic contro

24 | signals pursuant to s. 316.1003. Nothing in this subparagraph
25| shall be construed to pernit the carrying of firearns or other
26 | weapons, nor shall a signal enforcenent officer have arrest
27 | authority.

28 (8) TRAFFI C ENFORCEMENT AGENCY. - - Any agency or

29 | governnental entity designated in subsection (1), subsection
30| (2), or subsection (3), including a university, a community
31

10
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coll ege, a school board, or an airport authority, is a traffic
enf orcenent agency for purposes of s. 316.650.

Section 6. Subsection (3) of section 316.650, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

316.650 Traffic citations.--

(3)(a) Except for a traffic citation issued pursuant
to s. 316.1001 or s. 316.1003, each traffic enforcenent
of ficer, upon issuing a traffic citation to an all eged

violator of any provision of the notor vehicle laws of this
state or of any traffic ordinance of any city or town, shal
deposit the original and one copy of such traffic citation or
in the case of a traffic enforcement agency which has an
automated citation i ssuance system shall provide an
el ectronic facsinmle with a court having jurisdiction over the
al l eged offense or with its traffic violations bureau within 5
days after issuance to the violator

(b) If atraffic citation is issued pursuant to s.
316. 1001 or s. 316.1003, a traffic enforcenent officer may
deposit the original and one copy of such traffic citation or

in the case of a traffic enforcenent agency that has an
automated citation system nmy provide an electronic facsinile
with a court having jurisdiction over the alleged offense or
with its traffic violations bureau within 45 days after the
date of issuance of the citation to the violator

Section 7. Subsections (2) and (4) of section 318. 14,
Florida Statutes, are anended, and subsection (13) is added to
t hat section, to read

318.14 Noncrimnal traffic infractions; exception
procedures. - -

(2) Except as provided in ss.s—316.1001(2) and
316. 1003, any person cited for an infraction under this

11
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section mnmust sign and accept a citation indicating a pronise
to appear. The officer may indicate on the traffic citation
the tinme and | ocation of the schedul ed hearing and nust
indicate the applicable civil penalty established in s.

318. 18.

(4) Except as provided in subsections stbseetion (12)
and (13), any person charged with a noncrimnal infraction
under this section who does not elect to appear shall pay the
civil penalty and delinquent fee, if applicable, either by
mail or in person, within 30 days after the date of issuance
of the citation. If the person cited follows the above
procedure, he or she shall be deened to have admitted the
infraction and to have waived his or her right to a hearing on
the issue of conm ssion of the infraction. Such admi ssion
shal |l not be used as evidence in any other proceedi ngs. Any
person who is cited for a violation of s. 320.0605 or s.
322.15(1), or subject to a penalty under s. 320.07(3)(a) or
(b) or s. 322.065, and who nmkes an el ection under this
subsection shall subnit proof of conpliance with the
appl i cabl e section to the clerk of the court. For the purposes
of this subsection, proof of conpliance consists of a valid
driver's license or a valid registration certificate.

(13) Any person cited pursuant to s. 316.1003 for a

violation of s. 316.075 may, in lieu of naking an el ection as

set forth in subsection (4), elect to pay his or her fine

directly to the Departnent of Transportation within 30 days

after the date of issuance of the citation. Any person cited
under s. 316.1003 for a violation of s. 316.075 who does not
elect to pay the fine directly to the Departnment of

Transportation as described in this subsection shall have an

addi tional 45 days after the date of the issuance of the
12
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citation in which to pay the civil penalty and del i nquent fee,

if applicable, as provided in s. 318.18, either by mail or in

person, in accordance with subsection (4).
Section 8. Subsection (13) is added to section 318. 18,
Fl orida Statutes, to read

318.18 Anount of civil penalties.--The penalties
required for a noncrimnal disposition pursuant to s. 318.14
are as foll ows:

(13) The penalty for a violation of s. 316.075 cited
pursuant to s. 316.1003 shall be as provided in this section

and all court costs, fees, and surcharges provided for in this

chapter shall apply. However, within 30 days after issuance of

the citation, a person may elect to pay $100 to the Depart nent

of Transportation, in which case adjudication shall be

wi thhel d, no points shall be assessed under s. 322.27, and

said court costs, fees, and surcharges provided for in this

chapter shall not apply. Any funds received by the Departnent

of Transportation for this violation shall be distributed as
provided for ins. 316.1003.

Section 9. Subsection (8) of section 320.03, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

320.03 Registration; duties of tax collectors;
I nternational Registration Plan.--

(8) |If the applicant's nanme appears on the |ist
referred to in s. 316.1001(4), s. 316.1967(6), or s.
713.78(13), a license plate or revalidation sticker nmay not be
i ssued until that person's nane no | onger appears on the |ist
or until the person presents a receipt fromthe clerk show ng
that the fines outstanding have been paid. |f the applicant's

nane appears on the list referred to in s. 316.1003(3), a

license plate or revalidation sticker may not be issued unti
13
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that person's nane no | onger appears on the list or until the

person presents a receipt fromthe Departnent of

Transportati on showing that the fines outstandi ng have been

pai d. The tax collector and the clerk of the court are each
entitled to receive nonthly, as costs for inplenenting and
admi ni stering this subsection, 10 percent of the civil
penalties and fines recovered fromsuch persons. As used in
this subsection, the term"civil penalties and fines" does not
include a wrecker operator's lien as described in s.
713.78(13). If the tax collector has private tag agents, such
tag agents are entitled to receive a pro rata share of the
anount paid to the tax collector, based upon the percentage of
license plates and revalidation stickers issued by the tag
agent conpared to the total issued within the county. The
authority of any private agent to issue |license plates shal

be revoked, after notice and a hearing as provided in chapter
120, if he or she issues any license plate or revalidation
sticker contrary to the provisions of this subsection. This
section applies only to the annual renewal in the owner's
birth nonth of a notor vehicle registration and does not apply
to the transfer of a registration of a notor vehicle sold by a
not or vehicle dealer |icensed under this chapter, except for
the transfer of registrations which is inclusive of the annua
renewal s. This section does not affect the issuance of the
title to a notor vehicle, notwithstanding s. 319.23(7)(b).

Section 10. Section 335.09, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

335.09 Uniformerection and nai ntenance of traffic
control devices.--The departnent shall erect and naintain a
uni form system of signs, signals, markings, and other traffic
control devices and signal enforcenent devices for the

14
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regul ation, control, guidance, and protection of traffic and
the enforcenent of traffic control signals on the State

H ghway System Such systemshall conformto the departnent's
uni formsystemof traffic control devices adopted pursuant to
s. 316. 0745.

Section 11. Section 335.14, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

335.14 Traffic control devices on State Hi ghway System
or State Park Road System exenption for conputerized traffic
systens and control devices.--

(1) Al traffic control devices installed on any road
on the State Hi ghway Systemor State Park Road System shall
conformto the uniformsystemof traffic control devices
adopted pursuant to s. 316.0745. No such device shall be
installed on the State H ghway System wi thout the approval of
the departnent and, if the road is a federal-aid road, the
addi tional concurrence of the Federal Hi ghway Admi nistration
Any such device that is installed w thout such approval may be
renoved wit hout paynent to the owner if, upon request by the
departnent, the owner refuses to renove such device.

(2) Computerized traffic systens and control devices
which are used solely for the purpose of nmotor vehicle traffic
control, and surveillance, and signal enforcenment shall be

exenpted fromthe provisions of chapter 282.
Section 12. This act shall take effect upon beconming a
| aw.

15
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