Florida Senate - 2004 CS for SB 1904

By the Cormittee on Governmental Oversight and Productivity;
and Senator Lawson

302-2020- 04

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to per diemand travel

3 expenses; anending s. 112.061, F.S.

4 establ i shing per diem subsistence, and m | eage

5 ranges for travel expenses of public enployees;

6 conform ng provisions and del eti ng obsol ete

7 provi sions; providing for future adjustnents of

8 such rates; providing an effective date.

9

10| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

11

12 Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1), paragraphs
13| (e) and (g) of subsection (3), subsection (6), paragraph (d)
14 | of subsection (7), and subsection (11) of section 112.061

15| Florida Statutes, are anended, and subsection (15) is added to
16 | that section, to read

17 112. 061 Per diemand travel expenses of public

18 | of ficers, enployees, and authorized persons. --

19 (1) LEG SLATIVE | NTENT. --There are inequities,
20| conflicts, inconsistencies, and | apses in the nunerous | aws
21 | regulating or attenpting to regulate travel expenses of public
22 | officers, enployees, and authorized persons in the state. It
23| is the intent of the Legislature:
24 (a) To renedy sane and to establish uniformtravel
25 | rei nbursenment ranges for state agencies, maxi numtravel
26 | rei nbursenent rates for nonstate public agencies, and
27| limtations for all public agencies, with certain justifiable
28 | exceptions, applicable to all public travel ers eff+eers—
29 | enptoyees—antd—authorized—persons whose travel expenses are
30| paid by a public agency.
31 (3) AUTHORITY TO I NCUR TRAVEL EXPENSES. - -
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1 (e) The agency head, or a designated representative,

2 | my pay by advancenent or reinbursenent, or a conbination

3| thereof, the costs of per diemof travel ers ant—authorized

4 | persons for foreign travel at the current rates as specified
5]in the federal publication "Standardi zed Regul ati ons

6 | (Governnment Civilians, Foreign Areas)" and incidental expenses
7| as provided in this section

8 (g) The secretary of the Department of Health or a

9 | desi gnee nmay aut hori ze travel expenses incidental to the

10 | rendering of nedical services for and on behal f of clients of
11 | the Departnent of Health. The Departnent of Health may

12 | establish rates |ower than the range waxtfum provided in this
13 | section for these travel expenses.

14 (6) RATES OF PER DI EM AND SUBSI STENCE ALLOWANCE. - - For
15 | purposes of reinbursenent rates and net hods of cal cul ation

16 | per diem and subsi stence all owances are divided into the

17 | foll owi ng groups and rat es:

18 (a) Al travelers shall be allowed for subsistence

19 | when traveling to a convention or conference or when traveling
20| within or outside the state in order to conduct bona fide

21 | state business, which convention, conference, or business

22 | serves a direct and | awful public purpose with relation to the
23 | public agency served by the person attendi ng such neeting or
24 | conducting such business, either of the followi ng for each day
25| of such travel at the option of the traveler

26 1. Between $50 and $96 Fifty—dotHtars per diemfor

27 | state travelers or up to $96 for nonstate travel ers; or

28 2. |If actual expenses exceed the anpunt permitted in
29 | subparagraph 1.%$56, the anounts pernitted in paragraph (b)

30| for subsistence neals, plus actual expenses for |odging at a
31
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si ngl e-occupancy rate, to be substantiated by paid bills
t herefor.

When | odging or neals are provided at a state institution, the
travel er shall be reinbursed only for the actual expenses of
such | odging or neals, not to exceed the naxi num provi ded for
in this subsection.

(b) Al travelers shall be allowed the foll ow ng
amounts for subsistence while on Class C travel on official
busi ness as provided in paragraph (5)(b):

1. Breakfast. State travelers are allowed between $3

and $5 and nonstate travelers up to $5.

2. Lunch. State travelers are all owed between $6 and

$11 and nonstate travelers up to $11

3. Dinner. State travelers are all owed between $12

and $23 and nonstate travelers up to $23.

(c) No one, whether traveling out of state or in
state, shall be reinbursed for any neal or |odging included in
a convention or conference registration fee paid by the state.

(d) For the 2003-2004 fiscal year only and
not wi t hst andi ng the other provisions of this subsection, for
Class Ctravel, a state traveler shall not be rei nbursed on a
per diem basis nor shall a traveler receive subsistence
al | onance. This paragraph expires July 1, 2004.

(7) TRANSPORTATI ON. - -

(d)1. The use of privately owned vehicles for official
travel in lieu of publicly owned vehicles or conmon carriers
may be authorized by the agency head or his or her designee.
Whenever travel is by privately owned vehicle:

3
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1 a. A state—the traveler shall be entitled to a

2| mleage allowance at a f+xed rate of 29 to 38 25 cents per

3|l mle;

4 b. A nonstate traveler shall be entitled to a mleage
5] all owance of up to 38 fer—statetiscal—year—1994-—1995—=and—29
6| cents per mle; or

7 c. The traveler shall be entitled to thereafter—or the
8 | comon carrier fare for such travel, as determined by the

9 | agency head.

10 2. Reinmbursenent for expenditures related to the

11 | operation, mmintenance, and ownership of a vehicle shall not
12 | be all owed when privately owned vehicles are used on public
13 | busi ness and rei nbursenent is made pursuant to this paragraph
14 | except as provided in subsection (8).

15 3.2- All m|eage shall be shown from point of origin
16 | to point of destination and, when possible, shall be conputed
17 | on the basis of the current map of the Departnment of

18 | Transportation. Vicinity nileage necessary for the conduct of
19 | official business is allowable but nust be shown as a separate
20| itemon the expense voucher
21 (11) TRAVEL AUTHORI ZATI ON AND VOUCHER FORMS. - -
22 (a) Authorization forns.--The Departnent of Financial
23| Services shall furnish a uniformtravel authorization request
24 | form which shall be used by all state officers, angd enpl oyees,
25| and aut hori zed persons when requesting approval for the
26 | performance of travel to a convention or conference. The form
27 | shall include, but not be limted to, provision for the nane
28 | of each travel er, purpose of travel, period of travel,
29 | estinmated cost to the state, and a statenent of benefits
30| accruing to the state by virtue of such travel. A copy of the
31| program or agenda of the convention or conference, itemnizing
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registration fees and any nmeals or |odging included in the
registration fee, shall be attached to, and filed with, the
copy of the travel authorization request formon file with the
agency. The formshall be signed by the traveler and by the
traveler's supervisor stating that the travel is to be
incurred in connection with official business of the state.
The head of the agency or his or her designated representative
shal | not authorize or approve such request in the absence of
the appropriate signatures. A copy of the travel authorization
formshall be attached to, and becone a part of, the support
of the agency's copy of the travel voucher

(b) Voucher forns.--

1. The Departnent of Financial Services shall furnish
a uniformtravel voucher formwhich shall be used by all state
of ficers, and enpl oyees, and authorized persons when
submtting travel expense statenents for approval and paynent.
No travel expense statenent shall be approved for paynent by
the Chief Financial Oficer unless made on the form prescri bed
and furni shed by the departnent. The travel voucher form shal
provide for, anbng other things, the purpose of the official
travel and a certification or affirmation, to be signed by the
traveler, indicating the truth and correctness of the claimin
every material matter, that the travel expenses were actually
incurred by the travel er as necessary in the performance of
official duties, that per diemclained has been appropriately
reduced for any neals or |odging included in the convention or
conference registration fees clained by the traveler, and that
t he voucher confornms in every respect with the requirenents of
this section. The original copy of the executed uniformtravel
aut hori zati on request formshall be attached to the uniform
travel voucher on file with the respective agency.
5
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2. Statenents for travel expenses incidental to the
rendering of nedical services for and on behalf of clients of
the Departnent of Health shall be on forns approved by the
Departnent of Financial Services.

(15) STATE TRAVEL REI MBURSEMENT RANGES AND
ADJUSTMENTS. - -
(a) For the 2003-2004 fiscal year, state travelers nay

receive no nore than the mni nrum anounts for per diem as

provided in subparagraph (6)(a)l., subsistence as provided in

par agraph (6)(b), and mil eage as provi ded i n subparagraph

(N (d)1.

(b) On or before June 30, 2004, and annually
thereafter, the specific anount to be paid during the

following fiscal year to state travelers for per diemas

provided in subparagraph (6)(a)l., subsistence as provided in

par agraph (6)(b), and mil eage as provi ded i n subparagraph
(7)(d)1. shall be established as foll ows:

1. The Attorney General shall establish anmounts that

apply uniformy to all travel by the Departnent of Lega
Affairs.
2. The Chief Financial Oficer shall establish anpbunts

that apply uniformy to all travel by the Departnment of

Fi nanci al Servi ces.

3. The Conmi ssioner of Agriculture shall establish

anounts that apply uniformly to all travel by the Departnent

of Agriculture and Consuner Services.

4. The CGovernor shall establish anpbunts that apply

unifornly to all travel by executive branch agencies, except

as otherw se provided in this paragraph
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5. The presiding officers of the Legislature shal

establish anmounts that apply uniformy to all travel by

| egi sl ative branch agenci es.
6. The Chief Justice of the Florida Suprene Court
shal | establish amounts that apply uniformy to all travel by

judicial branch agenci es.
(c) On June 1, 2005, and annually thereafter, the
Departnent of Financial Services shall adjust by rule the

anmounts for per diem provided in subparagraph (6)(a)l., the

anounts for subsistence provided in paragraph (6)(b), and the

anmounts for nleage provided in subparagraph (7)(d)1. to

reflect the percentage change in the Consuner Price |ndex for
All Urban Consuners, U S. City Average since June 1, 2003. The
annual | y adj usted anounts shall be rounded downward to the

nearest whole dollar for per diem and subsistence and to the

nearest whole cent for nileage and shall be effective for the

following fiscal year.
Section 2. This act shall take effect June 1, 2004.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1904

Renoves bill's provision pernmitting reinmbursenent for the
actual cost of neals. Updates nmaximum anounts for per diem

m | eage, and neals to reflect changes in the Consuner Price

I ndex"fromthe last tine the anmobunts were Ie islatively

i ncreased until_ 2003, ovi des that annual %ustnents bK t he
Departnent  of Financial Services begin in 200 rat her an

2006. Provides that adjustnents for per diem and subS|stence
are to be rounded downward to the nearest dollar and fo

m | eage are to be rounded downward to the nearest cent.

Rei nstat es paragraphs regarding Cass C travel.
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