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HB 0191 2004
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to retirenent; providing | egislative
intent; anmending s. 121.091, F.S.; revising provisions
relating to benefits payable for total and permanent
disability for certain Special R sk C ass nmenbers of the
Florida Retirement Systemwho are injured in the |ine of
duty; providing for contribution rate increases to fund
benefits provided in s. 121.091, F.S., as anmended;
directing the Division of Statutory Revision to adjust
contribution rates set forth in s. 121.071, F.S.;

provi ding an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. It is declared by the Legislature that

firefighters, energency nedical technicians, paranedics, |aw

enforcenent officers, correctional officers, and correctional

probation officers, as defined in this act, performstate and

muni ci pal functions; that it is their duty to protect life and

property at their own risk and peril; that it is their duty to

continuously instruct school personnel, public officials, and

private citizens about safety; and that their activities are

vital to the public safety. Therefore, the Legislature declares

that it is a proper and legitinate state purpose to provide a

uniformretirenent systemfor the benefit of firefighters,

energency nedi cal technicians, paranedics, |aw enforcenent

officers, correctional officers, and correctional probation

officers, as defined in this act, and intends, in inplenenting

the provisions of s. 14, Art. X of the State Constitution as

they relate to nunicipal and special district pension trust fund
Page 1 of 3

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

V E S




F L OR 1 D A H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI

31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59

60

HB 0191 2004
systens and pl ans, that such retirenent systens or plans be

managed, adni ni stered, operated, and funded in such manner as to

maxi m ze the protection of pension trust funds. Pursuant to s.
18, Art. VII of the State Constitution, the Legi sl ature hereby
determ nes and declares that the provisions of this act fulfill

an inportant state interest.

Section 2. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) of section
121.091, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

121. 091 Benefits payabl e under the system--Benefits nmay
not be paid under this section unless the nenber has term nated
enpl oynent as provided in s. 121.021(39)(a) or begun
participation in the Deferred Retirenent Option Program as
provi ded in subsection (13), and a proper application has been
filed in the manner prescribed by the department. The depart nment
may cancel an application for retirenment benefits when the
menber or beneficiary fails to tinely provide the information
and docunents required by this chapter and the departnent's
rul es. The departnment shall adopt rul es establishing procedures
for application for retirenent benefits and for the cancellation
of such application when the required information or docunents
are not received.

(4) DI SABILITY RETI REMENT BENEFIT. - -

(b) Total and permanent disability.--A nenber shall be
considered totally and permanently disabled if, in the opinion
of the admnistrator, he or she is prevented, by reason of a
nmedi cal | y determ nabl e physical or nental inpairnment, from
rendering useful and efficient service as an officer or
enpl oyee. A Special Risk O ass nenber who is an officer as
defined in s. 943.10(1), (2), or (3); a firefighter as defined

ins. 633.30(1); an energency nedical technician as defined in
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s. 401.23(11); or a paranedic as defined in s. 401.23(17) who is

catastrophically injured as defined in s. 440.02, Florida

Statutes 2002, in the line of duty shall be considered totally

and pernmanently di sabl ed and unable to render useful and

efficient service as an officer, unless the adm ni strator can

provi de docunented conpetent nedi cal evidence that the officer

is able to render useful and efficient service as an officer.

For purposes of this subsection, the term"officer" includes

police officers, correctional officers, correctional probation

officers, firefighters, energency nedical technicians, and

par anedi cs.
Section 3. Effective July 1, 2004, in order to fund the
benefits provided in s. 121.091, Florida Statutes, as anended by

this act:

(1) The contribution rate that applies to the Special R sk

Cl ass of the defined benefit programof the Florida Retirenent

System shall be increased by 0.02 percentage points.

(2) The contribution rate that applies to the Special Risk

Admi ni strative Support Class of the defined benefit program of

the Florida Retirenent System shall be increased by 0.14

per cent age poi nts.

These increases shall be in addition to all other changes to

such contribution rates which nay be enacted into |law to take

effect on that date. The Division of Statutory Revision is

directed to adjust accordingly the contribution rates set forth
ins. 121.071, Florida Statutes.
Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.
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