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1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the student assessnent

3 program for public schools; anending s.

4 1008. 22, F.S.; delaying the date by which the

5 Conmmi ssi oner of Education nust approve the use

6 of other avail abl e standardi zed tests as

7 alternatives to the grade-10 Florida

8 Conpr ehensi ve Assessnent Test (FCAT); anending

9 s. 1003.433, F.S.; providing an exenption from

10 t he assessnent requirenent for high schoo

11 graduation for certain students whose parents

12 transfer to this state under mlitary orders;

13 requiring evidence of stationing orders be

14 provided to the school district; providing an

15 ef fective date.

16

17 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

18

19 Section 1. Subsection (9) of section 1008.22, Florida
20| Statutes, is anended to read:
21 1008. 22 Student assessnent program for public
22 | school s. - -
23 (9) EQUI VALENCI ES FOR STANDARDI ZED TESTS. - - The
24 | Conmi ssioner of Education shall deternine the conparable
25| validity of other avail abl e standardi zed tests, including the
26 | SAT, ACT, College Placenent Test, PSAT, PLAN, and tests used
27 | for entry into the mlitary. If such tests are deened to be
28 | valid and reliable neasures, the conm ssioner shall approve
29 | the use of such tests as alternative atternate assessnments to
30 | the grade 10 FCAT for the 2003-2004 2662-2663 school year and
31| thereafter. Students who attain scores that equate to the
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passi ng scores on the grade 10 FCAT for purposes of high
school graduation on any of the approved alternative
assessnents shall satisfy the assessnment requirenent for a
standard hi gh school diploma as provided in s. 1003.43(5)(a)
: I hool I . I . . I
. . ey I . . I
hool _— ol b . I . I
of —these—altternativetests—

Section 2. Section 1003.433, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1003. 433 Learning opportunities for out-of-state and
out-of -country transfer students and students needing
additional instruction to neet high school graduation
requi rements; exenption.--

(1) (a) Students who enter a Florida public school at
the eleventh or twelfth grade fromout of state or froma
foreign country shall not be required to spend additional tine
in a Florida public school in order to neet the high schoo
course requirenents if the student has net all requirenents of
the school district, state, or country fromwhich he or she is
transferring. Such students who are not proficient in English
shoul d receive imediate and intensive instruction in English
| anguage acqui sition. However, to receive a standard high
school diploma, a transfer student nust earn a 2.0 grade point
average and pass the grade 10 FCAT required in s. 1008. 22(3)
or an alternative atternate assessment as described in s.
1008. 22(9).

(b) A student who enrolls in and attends a Florida

public school in the eleventh or twelfth grade due to his or

her parent's transfer fromout of state under mlitary orders

to report for duty at a mlitary base in this state i s exenpt
2
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fromthe requirenent to earn a passing score on the assessnent

requi renment for a standard hi gh school diplonma as provided in

s. 1003.43(5)(a). However, as a condition of qualifying for

this exenption, the student's parent nust provide the schoo

district with evidence of the parent's nilitary base

stationing orders.

(2) Students who have net all requirenents for the
standard hi gh school diplonma except for passage of the grade
10 FCAT or an alternative atternate assessnent by the end of
grade 12 nust be provided the foll owi ng | earning
opportuniti es:

(a) Participation in an accel erated high schoo
equi val ency di pl oma preparation program during the sumrer

(b) Upon receipt of a certificate of conpletion, be
allowed to take the Col |l ege Pl acenent Test and be adnmitted to
renedial or credit courses at a state community college, as
appropri at e.

(c) Participation in an adult general education
programas provided in s. 1004.93 for such tine as the student
requires to naster English, reading, nathenmatics, or any other
subj ect required for high school graduation. Students
attendi ng adult basic, adult secondary, or
vocational -preparatory instruction are exenpt from any
requi rement for the paynent of tuition and fees, including |ab
fees, pursuant to s. 1009.25. A student attending an adult
general education program shall have the opportunity to take
the grade 10 FCAT an unlimted nunber of tines in order to
receive a standard hi gh school diplona.

(3) Students who have been enrolled in an ESOL program
for less than 2 school years and have net all requirenents for
t he standard hi gh school diplonma except for passage of the
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grade 10 FCAT or an alternative atternate assessnent nmay
receive i mersion English |anguage instruction during the

summer following their senior year. Students receiving such
instruction are eligible to take the FCAT or an alternative

atternate assessment and receive a standard hi gh schoo

di pl oma upon passage of the grade 10 FCAT or the alternative

atternate assessment. This subsection shall be inplenented to
the extent funding is provided in the General Appropriations

Act .

(4) The district school superintendent shall be
responsible for notifying all students of the consequences of
failure to receive a standard hi gh school diploma, including
the potential ineligibility for financial assistance at
post secondary educational institutions.

(5) The State Board of Education may adopt rul es
pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to admi nister this
secti on.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Del ays, fromthe 2002-2003 school year to the 2003-2004
school . year, the date bY whi ch the” Comm ssi oner of
Educati on mnust aPprove he use of other avail able
standardi zed tests as alternatives to the %rade-lo
Fl ori da Conprehensive Assessnent Test (FCAT). Provides an
exenption fromthe assessnent requirenent for high schoo
raduation for certain students whose parents transfer to
| orida under mlitary orders. Requires evidence of
stationi ng orders.

4

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




