F L ORI DA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1915 2004
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the unauthorized practice of |aw,
3 amendi ng ss. 454.23, 454.31, and 454.32, F.S.; increasing
4 the crimnal penalties for offenses related to the
5 unaut hori zed practice of |law, specifying that such
6 of fenses are puni shable as felonies of the third degree;
7 clarifying the elenents of such offenses; providing an
8 effective date.
9
10| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
11
12 Section 1. Section 454.23, Florida Statutes, is anended to
13| read:
14 454.23 Penalties.--Any person not |icensed or otherw se
15| authorized to practice law in this state bythe -SuprereCourt—of
16| Flerida who practices shall—praetice lawin this state er—assune
17| or holds held hinself or herself out to the public as qualified
18| to practice lawin this state, or who willfully pretends to be,
19| or willfully takes or uses any nanme, title, addition, or
20| description inplying that he or she is qualified, or recognized
21| by law as qualified, to practice | aw act—as—atawyer in this
22| state, commts and-anyperson—entitledto practice—who-shall
23| wviolate any provisions—of this chapter—shall-be guilty of a
24| felony w-sdemeanor of the third H+st degree, punishable as
25| provided ins. 775.082, e+ s. 775.083, or s. 775.084
26 Section 2. Section 454.31, Florida Statutes, is anmended to
27| read:
28 454.31 Practice while disbarred or suspended
29| prohibited.--Any person who has know ngly been di sbarred and who
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30| has not been lawfully reinstated or is know ngly under

31| suspension fromthe practice of law by any circuit court of the

32| state or by the Suprene Court of the state who practices shatk-
33| either—directly—orindirectlypractice lawin this state any

34| wmenner or holds held hinself or herself out as an attorney at

35| law or qualified to practice lawin this state commits shal—be
36| guitty—of a felony msdemeaner of the third Hrst degree,

37| punishable as provided in s. 775.082, e+ s. 775.083, or_s.

38| 775.084.

39 Section 3. Section 454.32, Florida Statutes, is anended to
40| read:
41 454,32 A ding or assisting disbarred or suspended attorney

42| prohibited.--Any person atterney—at—tawlicensed to practice |aw

43| in this theeceurtsof the state who know ngly eirther—direectly or
44| indireetly aids or assists any person in carrying on the
45| wunaut hori zed practice of |aw, know ng that such person either

46| divectty or indirectly +n-any nmanner what soever-who has been

47| disbarred and has not been lawfully reinstated or is under the

48| suspension fromthe practice of law by any circuit court of the
49| state or by the Suprene Court of the state, conm ts,—as—provided
50| +hA-s—454- 31 fromthe practice of law shall be guilty of a

51| felony msdenreaner of the third seeend degree, punishable as

52| provided ins. 775.082, e+ s. 775.083, or s. 775.084, and shal

53| al so be subject to disbarnent.
54 Section 4. This act shall take effect Cctober 1, 2004
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