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1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to public school student

3 progression; anending s. 1008.25, F.S.

4 repeal i ng provisions nmandating the retention of

5 a student in grade 3 if the student exhibits a

6 deficiency in reading; deleting provisions

7 requiring the elinmnation of social pronotion

8 providing an effective date.

9

10| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

11

12 Section 1. Section 1008.25, Florida Statutes, is

13 | anended to read:

14 1008. 25 Public school student progression; renedial
15| instruction; reporting requirenents.--

16 (1) INTENT.--It is the intent of the Legislature that
17 | each student's progression fromone grade to another be

18 | determined, in part, upon proficiency in reading, witing,

19 | science, and mathematics; that district school board policies
20| facilitate such proficiency; and that each student and his or
21| her parent be inforned of that student's acadenic progress.
22 (2) COVWPREHENSI VE PROGRAM - - Each district school board
23 | shall establish a conprehensive program for student
24 | progression which nust include:
25 (a) Standards for evaluating each student's
26 | performance, including how well he or she masters the
27 | performance standards approved by the State Board of
28 | Educati on.
29 (b) Specific levels of performance in reading
30| witing, science, and nathematics for each grade |evel,
31| including the | evels of performance on statew de assessnents
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1| as defined by the conmm ssioner, bel ow which a student nust

2 | recei ve renedi at i on—e+—be—retarned—wthin—an—intensive

3 | program-that—is—different—Fromtheprevious—year—s—programand
4| that takes into account the student's |earning style.

5 te—Appropriate—atternativepracenrent—for—a—student

6 | who—has—been—retained—2—or—ore—years—

7 (3) ALLOCATION OF RESOURCES. --District school boards
8 | shall allocate renedial and suppl enental instruction resources
9| to students in the follow ng priority:

10 (a) Students who are deficient in reading by the end
11 | of grade 3.

12 (b) Students who fail to neet perfornance |evels

13 | required for pronotion consistent with the district schoo

14 | board's plan for student progression required in paragraph

151 (2)(b).

16 (4) ASSESSMENT AND REMEDI ATI ON. - -

17 (a) Each student nust participate in the statew de

18 | assessnent tests required by s. 1008.22. Each student who does
19 | not neet specific levels of performance as determ ned by the
20 | district school board in reading, witing, science, and
21| mat hematics for each grade | evel, or who does not neet
22 | specific levels of performance as determ ned by the
23 | conmi ssioner on statew de assessments at sel ected grade
24 | l evel s, nmust be provided with additional diagnostic
25| assessnents to determne the nature of the student's
26 | difficulty and areas of acadeni c need.
27 (b) The school in which the student is enrolled nust
28 | develop, in consultation with the student's parent, and nust
29 | i npl enent an acadenic inprovenent plan designed to assist the
30| student in neeting state and district expectations for
31| proficiency. Beginning with the 2002-2003 school year, if the
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1| student has been identified as having a deficiency in reading,
2 | the academ c inprovenent plan shall identify the student's

3| specific areas of deficiency in phonenic awareness, phonics,
4 | fluency, conprehension, and vocabul ary; the desired | evel s of
5] performance in these areas; and the instructional and support
6| services to be provided to neet the desired | evel s of

7 | performance. Schools shall al so provide for the frequent

8 | nonitoring of the student's progress in neeting the desired

9| levels of performance. District school boards shall assi st
10 | schools and teachers to inplenent research-based reading

11 ) activities that have been shown to be successful in teaching
12 | reading to | ow perform ng students. Renedial instruction

13 | provided during high school may not be in lieu of English and
14 | mat hematics credits required for graduation

15 (c) Upon subsequent evaluation, if the docunented

16 | deficiency has not been renediated in accordance with the

17 | acadeni c i nprovenent plan, the student may be retained. Each
18 | student who does not neet the mi ni num perfornance expectations
19 | defined by the Conmi ssioner of Education for the statew de
20 | assessnent tests in reading, witing, science, and mathematics
21| must continue to be provided with renedial or suppl enental
22 | instruction until the expectations are net or the student
23 | graduates from high school or is not subject to conpul sory
24 | school attendance.
25 (5) READI NG DEFI Cl ENCY AND PARENTAL NOTI FI CATI ON. - -
26 (a) It is the ultimate goal of the Legislature that
27 | every student read at or above grade |evel. Any student who
28 | exhibits a substantial deficiency in reading, based upon
29 | locally determ ned or statew de assessnents conducted in
30 | kindergarten or grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3, or through
31 | teacher observations, nust be given intensive reading
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instruction imediately following the identification of the
readi ng deficiency. The student's reading proficiency nust be
reassessed by locally deternined assessnents or through

t eacher observations at the begi nning of the grade foll ow ng
the intensive reading instruction. The student nust continue
to be provided with intensive reading instruction until the
readi ng deficiency is renedied.

(b) ) Beginning with the 2002-2003 school year, the
parent of any student who exhibits a substantial deficiency in
readi ng, as described in paragraph (a), nust be notified in
writing of the follow ng:

1. That his or her child has been identified as having
a substantial deficiency in reading.

2. A description of the current services that are
provided to the child.

3. A description of the proposed suppl enent al
i nstructional services and supports that will be provided to
the child that are designed to renediate the identified area

of readi ng deficiency.

4.5~ Strategies for parents to use in helping their
child succeed in reading proficiency.
6)—ELHM-NATHON-OF—SOCHAL—PROMOH-ON—
4
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1 (a) thaddition—to—ther+egurenrents—inparagraph

2 [5)r{b)y+Each district school board nust annually report to the

3 | parent of each student the progress of the student toward

4 | achieving state and district expectations for proficiency in

5| reading, witing, science, and mathenmatics. The district

6 | school board nust report to the parent the student's results

7| on each statewi de assessnent test. The eval uation of each

8 | student's progress nust be based upon the student's classroom
9| work, observations, tests, district and state assessnents, and
10 | other relevant information. Progress reporting nust be

11| provided to the parent in witing in a format adopted by the
12 | district school board.

13 (b) Beginning with the 2001-2002 school year, each

14 | district school board rmust annually publish in the |oca

15 | newspaper, and report in witing to the State Board of

16 | Educati on by Septenber 1 of each year, the foll ow ng

17 | information on the prior school year

18 1. The provisions of this section relating to public
19 | school student progression and the district school board's

20 | policies and procedures on student retention and pronotion

21 2. By grade, the nunber and percentage of all students
22| in grades 3 through 10 perfornming at Levels 1 and 2 on the

23 | readi ng portion of the FCAT.

24 3. By grade, the nunber and percentage of all students
25| retained in grades 3 through 10.

26 4. Information on the total nunber of students who

27 | were pronot ed fer—good—cause—by—-each—ecategory—of—gootd—catse
28 | as—specitietd—in—paragraph—{(6)(b).

29 5. Any revisions to the district school board' s policy
30| on student retention and pronotion fromthe prior year

31 (7) 8y STATE BOARD AUTHORI TY AND RESPONSI BI LI TI ES. - -
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1 (a) The State Board of Education shall have authority

2| as provided in s. 1008.32 to enforce this section

3 (b) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules

4 | pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 for the adninistration

5| of this section.

6 (8) {9y TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE. - - The departnent shal

7 | provide technical assistance as needed to aid district schoo

8 | boards in admnistering this section

9 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.

10
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12 SENATE SUMVARY

13 Repeal s provisions mandating the retention of a student
in grade 3 if the student eXhibits a deficiency in

14 readi ng. Deletes provisions requiring the elin nation of

15 soci al “pronotion
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