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Florida Senate - 2004 (Corrected Copy) SB 2108
By Senator W/I son

33- 986A- 04
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to nmnority disparities;
creating the Florida Commission to Elimnate
Mnority Disparities; providing | egislative
intent; providing for nenbership, neetings, and
duties of the comm ssion; requiring the
creation of standing committees; providing
duties of the conmittees; requiring an annua
report to the Governor and | egislative | eaders;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Florida Conmission to Elininate Mnority

Disparities; intent, creation, nenbership, standing

conmm ttees, duties.--

(1) The State of Florida is conprised of a diverse

popul ati on of many different races, cultures, and ethnic

backgrounds. The Legislature is aware of the disparities that

are endured by sonme sectors of the state's population relating

to the juvenile and adult crimnal justice systens, health

care, econom ¢ devel opnent, housing, and the educati on system

It is the intent of the Legislature to mninize these

di spariti es.

(2) In order to facilitate the legislative intent

expressed in subsection (1), there is established the Florida

Conmi ssion to Elimnate Mnority Disparities, which is |ocated

for administrative purposes in the Executive Ofice of the

Governor. The comission shall independently exercise the

responsibilities assigned to it under this section. The

conmi ssion shall serve as an advisory board to the Governor
1
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the Cabinet, and the Legislature, to serve the purpose of

m ninzing disparities anong sectors of the popul ation of this

state.
(3) The Florida Commission to Elimnate Mnority

Disparities shall consist of 21 nenbers, including:

(a) The Lieutenant Governor, who shall be the chair of

t he conm ssi on.

(b) The Secretary of Children and Fam |y Servi ces.
(c) The Secretary of Health Care Adninistration
(d) The Secretary of Health.

(e) The Secretary of Juvenile Justice.

(f) The Secretary of Elderly Affairs.

(g) The Secretary of Corrections.

(h) The Secretary of Transportation.

(i) The Commi ssioner of Education

(j) The director of the Agency for Wrkforce

| nnovati on.
(k) The Secretary of Community Affairs.

(1) Two nenbers fromeach group listed in the

definition of the term"mnority person" in section 288. 703,

Florida Statutes, who represent all regions of the state,

whose appointnents are nade with considerati on of gender and

nationality subgroups, and who are appointed to serve a 3-year

termas nenbers at large. O these 10 nenbers, the Governor

shal | appoint two Asian Anericans and two native Anericans;

the President of the Senate shall appoint two wonmen and one

Hi spani c Anerican; and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives shall appoint two African Americans and one

Hi spanic Anerican. All such appointnments nust be nade before

August 1, 2004. O the initial nenbers of the conmission, the

Governor's appoi ntees shall be appointed to serve a 2-year
2
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term the President of the Senate's appointees, to serve a

3-year term and the Speaker of the House's appointees, to

serve a l-year term At-large nenbers of the commi ssion shal

serve Wi thout conpensation, but are entitled to rei nbursenent

for per diemand travel expenses pursuant to section 112. 061,

Fl ori da St at ut es.

(4) The commission shall nmeet quarterly and at the

call of the chair. A neeting of the conmi ssion or of a

standing committee may be conducted using tel ecommuni cati ons

if the neeting is advertised to the public and is conducted in

such a manner that the public can either attend or participate

vi a tel ecommuni cati ons.

(5) The conmi ssion shall:

(a) Annually elect a vice chair fromthe nenbers of

t he conm ssi on.

(b) Enploy an executive director, who shall initially

be designated by the Governor, to adnminister this section

The executive director shall report directly to the

comm ssion. The executive director shall be the chief

adm ni strative officer of the conm ssion and shall be

responsi ble for appointing all enployees and staff nenbers of

t he conm ssion, who shall serve under the executive director's

direction and control. The executive director shall work with

the secretaries of state agencies to coordinate the efforts of

enpl oyees to i npl enent approved recommendati ons nade by the

comm Sssi on.

(6) The conm ssion my:

(a) Secure assistance fromall state departnents and

agencies in order for the comrission to avail itself of

expertise at mninmal cost.
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1 (b) Procure information and assistance fromthe state
2| or any political subdivision, nunicipal incorporation, public
3| officer, or governnental departnent or agency thereof.

4 (c) Reviewvarious judicial matters that effect

5| disparities.

6 (d) Apply for and accept funds, grants, gifts and

7| services fromlocal or state governments or the Federa

8 | Governnent or fromany of their agencies, or fromany other

9| public and private source, and use the resources derived from
10| these entities to defray clerical and adninistrative costs as
11| necessary in carrying out its duties under this section

12 (e) Contract for necessary goods and services.

13 (7)(a) The conmission shall create standing comittees
14 | that include the:

15 1. Housing conmittee, which shall be chaired by the
16 | Secretary of Community Affairs or his or her designee and

17 | shall include the chair of the Affordabl e Housing Study

18 | Conmission or his or her designee and the chair of the Florida
19 | Housi ng Fi nance Corporation board.
20 2. Health care conmittee, which shall be co-chaired by
21| the Secretary of Health or his or her designee and the
22 | Secretary of Health Care Adnministration or his or her
23 | designee, and shall include the chair of the Cosing the Gap
24 | Advisory Committee or his or her designee.
25 3. Econom c devel opnent committee, which shall be
26 | chaired by the director of the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation
27 | or his or her designee and shall include the chair of the
28 | Florida Advisory Council on Small and M nority Busi ness
29 | Devel opnent or his or her designee and the president of
30| Enterprise Florida, Inc., or his or her designee.
31
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4. Education committee, which shall be chaired by the

Conmi ssi oner of Education or his or her designee and shal

include the chair of the College Board or his or her designee.

5. Crimnal justice committee, which shall be

co-chaired by the Secretary of Juvenile Justice or his or her

desi gnee and the Secretary of Corrections or his or her

desi gnee.

In addition to the required nenbers specified in subparagraphs

1.-5., standing comittees nust have nenbers of each of the

agenci es represented on the conmi ssion. On each standi ng

commttee, there nust also be nenbers representing the

Commi ssion on the Status of Whnmen and the Fl orida Conm ssi on

on Human Rel ations. The standi ng conmittees nust include

nenbers fromthe community, who nust have appropriate

expertise or must have received services froma departnent or

board that is represented on the conmi ssion

(b) The standing committees shall

1. Make recommendations to the commission to elimnate

duplication of efforts of state agencies and to foster

col | aborati on anmong conmunity organi zati ons and better use of

state and federal funds.

2. ldentify the socioecononic factors that influence

the existing disparities.

3. Review state agencies' functional plans,

| egi sl ative budget requests, and the naster plans and policies

of the state agencies on the conm ssion, as well as those of

ot her boards, panels, and conmmi ssi ons appointed by the

Governor, and those of |ocal school boards, for their inpact

on mnimzing disparities.
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4, Secure assistance fromall state departnents and

agencies in order for the comrission to avail itself of

expertise at mninml cost.

5. Procure informati on and assi stance fromthe state

or any political subdivision, municipal incorporation, public

of ficer, or governnental departnent or agency thereof.

6. Review various judicial matters that effect

di spariti es.

(8) The commission shall devel op specific strategies

and plans to address the nmininization of disparities in

housi ng opportunities, econom c devel opnent, educationa

out cones, health outcones, and the juvenile and adult crimna

justice systens. Pursuant thereto, the conmission's duties

i ncl ude, but are not limted to:

(a) Studying, through the efforts of the standing

committees, the extent of disparities in each of the

following: the juvenile and adult crininal justice systens,

heal th care, econom c devel opnent, housi ng, and the education

system
(b) ldentifying the soci oecononic factors that

i nfluence the existing disparities.

(c) Reviewi ng state agency functional plans,

| egi sl ative budget requests, and the naster plans and policies

of the state agencies represented on the conmission, as well

as other boards, panels, and conm ssions appointed by the

Governor, and those of |ocal school boards, for their inpact

on mnimzing disparities.

(d) Establishing, for each state agency represented on

the commi ssion, annual goals for the reduction of disparities.

(e) Coordinating the work of the standing comittees

so that a seaml ess service-delivery systemis devel oped across
6
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agency lines to reach the goals established under this

secti on.
(9) Beginning in 2005, the commission shall annually

report, no later than January 15, to the Governor, the

Presi dent of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of

Representatives, the chairs of the Senate Appropriations

Committee and the House Fiscal Responsibility Council on the

work of the previous year and, to the greatest extent

possi bl e, shall conpile and synthesize any reports used in its

work. The report nust al so include specific recomendations

for any necessary legislative, administrative, or regul atory

reformand the conmm ssion's assessnent of the state of

di sparities existing in the state.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Creates the Florida Conmission to Elinmnate M nor|t¥
D sparities. Provides legislative intent. Provides for
ersh|P neetings, and duties of the commi ssion,

Re uires he creation of standing conmttees. Provides
dutles of the commttees. Requirés an annual report to

the Governor and |egislative | eaders.
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