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Florida Senate - 2004 (NP) SR 2142
By Senator Posey

24-1563- 04
Senate Resolution No.
A resol ution recognizing and comrendi ng Henry
" Snokey" Yuni ck

WHEREAS, Henry " Snokey" Yunick was born in 1924 in
Ni sham ny, Pennsylvania, where he grew up and lived on his
famly's farmuntil he enlisted in the U S. Arny Air Corps and
becane a B-17 Bonber pilot in Wrld War 1l, flying nore than
50 bonbing missions in the Bal kan theatre for the Flying
Ti gers, and

WHEREAS, upon bei ng honorably di scharged fromthe Arny
Air Corps at the war's end, Snpkey settled in Daytona Beach
Fl orida, where in 1947 he opened a truck repair shop that he
naned the "Best Dam Garage in Town," and

WHEREAS, shortly after opening his Daytona garage,
Snokey accepted the invitation of fell ow Daytona resident and
stock car owner/racer Marshall Teague to join the Teague
raci ng team and begin a career in autonobile nechanics that
woul d becone the standard by which others in the auto racing
busi ness woul d be neasured, and

WHEREAS, in the years that foll owed, Snobkey established
hi nsel f as a nechani cal genius in the eyes of race car
sponsors, owners, and drivers, repeatedly introducing
nechani cal innovations that |ed autonmakers to adopt his
engi neeri ng designs, gave his cars a clear conpetitive edge
over others, and enabled his drivers to achieve racing
dom nance on the tracks, and

WHEREAS, whil e pursuing his career in autonotive
nechani cs, Snokey patented 11 of his autonotive inventions,
led in designing and building cars that won 39 Grand Nati ona
races and two Grand Nati onal Chanpionshi ps between 1955 and
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1962, designed and built the car that won the Indianapolis 500
in 1960, wote articles published in Popul ar Science and
Circle Track Magazi ne, founded and served as Director of Enory
Ri ddl e University, becane Professor Eneritus at Daytona Beach
Community Col |l ege, and served as a nenber of the Society of
Aut onot i ve Engi neers, and

WHEREAS, in the course of his career, Snokey received
nuner ous awar ds recogni zi ng and honoring his extraordi nary
tal ents and successes in the sport of auto racing, including
beconing a two-tinme wi nner of NASCAR s Mechanic of the Year
Awar d, receiving a Mechanical Achievenents Award from
| ndi anapolis Mdtor Speedway and from Ontari o Speedway,
receiving an Engi neering Excellence Award from | ndi anapol i s
Mot or Speedway, and being recogni zed as I nventor of the Year
in 1983, and

WHEREAS, on May 9, 2001, Snokey succunbed to the
ravages of leukemia, ending a remarkable |ife of innovative
| eadership in autonotive nechanics, nmarked by extraordinary
success in the sport of auto racing, and | eaving a | egacy of
personal and professional acconplishnments unlikely to be
duplicated by his peers, NON THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That the Florida Senate posthunously recogni zes and
commends Henry "Snokey" Yunick for his dedication to the
hi ghest standards of excellence in pursuit of his anbition to
build the nbst conpetitive race cars on the tracks,
establishing the "Best Damm Garage in Town" as an exenpl ary
busi ness establishment that becane a | ocal | andmark, and
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advanci ng the sport of auto racing to hel p nake Daytona Beach
Florida, the stock car racing capital of the world.
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