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By the Cormittee on Health, Aging, and Long-Term Care; and
Senator Diaz de la Portilla

317-2109- 04

1 Senate Joint Resolution No.

2 A joint resolution proposing the creation of

3 Section 22 of Article X of the State

4 Constitution, relating to m scel |l aneous

5 matters, to require the Legislature to enact

6 | egislation providing for the notification of a

7 pregnant mnor's parent or guardian prior to

8 ternm nation of the pregnancy and setting

9 requi renments and conditions therefor

10

11| Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

12

13 That the follow ng creation of Section 22 of Article X
14| of the State Constitution is agreed to and shall be submitted
15| to the electors of this state for approval or rejection at the
16 | next general election or at an earlier special election

17 | specifically authorized by law for that purpose:

18 ARTI CLE X

19 M SCELLANEQUS
20 SECTI ON 22. Parental notice of abortion.--
21 (a) Notwithstanding the right of privacy provided in
22 | Article I, Section 23, the legislature shall by general |aw
23 | require a physician to notify the parent or guardian of a
24 | pregnant mnor at |east 48 hours before the physician
25| termnates the minor's pregnancy. The | egislature shall not
26 | require such notification if:
27 (1) A docunented nedical energency exists and there is
28 | insufficient tinme for the physician to notify the parent or
29 | guardi an;
30 (2) The minor is or has been married or has had the
31| disability of nonage renoved; or
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(3) Acircuit court has waived the notice requirenent

based upon any of the foll owi ng grounds:

a. There is evidence of child abuse or sexual abuse of

the minor by one or both of the minor's parents, by the

guardian, or by a fanily nenber or a resident of the hone

where the m nor resides; or

b. The notification of a parent or guardian is not in

the best interest of the mnor

(b) In a confidential judicial proceedi ng brought

pursuant to paragraph (a)(3), the court nust:

(1) G ve the proceedi ng precedence over other matters

to ensure that the court reaches a decision pronptly;

(2) Maintain witten transcripts of all testinony and

pr oceedi ngs;

(3) Provide for an expedited and confidential appeal

and
(4) Waive any requirenents for filing fees or court

costs.
BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the followi ng statenment be
pl aced on the ball ot:
CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDNMENT
ARTI CLE X, SECTI ON 22
PARENTAL NOTI FI CATION OF A M NOR' S TERM NATI ON OF
PREGNANCY. - - Proposi ng an anendnent to the State Constitution
stipulating that the Legislature, notw thstanding the
constitutional right of privacy, enact legislation requiring a
physician to notify the parent or guardian of a pregnant m nor
at | east 48 hours before termnating the mnor's pregnancy;
providing that such notification is not required if a
docunent ed nedi cal energency exists and there is insufficient
time to provide notice, if the mnor is or has been married or
2
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1| has had the disability of nonage renoved, or if the circuit
2| court waives the notice requirenent based on a finding of
3| child abuse or sexual abuse by the parent or guardian of the
4 | minor or finds that such notification is not in the best
5]interest of the mnor; and requiring that any court proceeding
6 | be expeditious and confidential, that witten transcripts be
7 | mintained, and that filing fees and court costs be wai ved.
8
9 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N

10 Senate Joint “Resol uti on' 2178

11

12 | The conmittee substitute:

13| darifies that the exceptions to the requirenent for

14 notification are nmandatory, not optional

I ncludes child abuse and sexual abuse by a family nenber or

15| resident of the hone of the mnor as grounds for an exenption

16 fromthe notice requirenent; and

17 Makes all judicial proceedings confidential

18

19

20
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