Florida Senate - 2004 SB 252

By Senator Bennett

21- 208A- 04
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to county delinquency
3 prevention; anending s. 938.17, F.S.
4 aut hori zing a board of county conmi ssioners to
5 adopt an ordi nance that incorporates the
6 provi sions of the act; providing funding for a
7 teen court through the assessnent of an
8 addi tional court cost agai nst each person who
9 pl eads guilty or nolo contendere to, or is
10 convicted of, a violation of a crimnal |aw, an
11 ordinance, or a traffic offense in the county;
12 providing for adm nistration by the clerk of
13 the circuit court; authorizing the clerk of the
14 court to retain a specified percentage of the
15 assessnents collected as inconme to the clerk of
16 the court; requiring the teen court to account
17 for all funds deposited into the teen court
18 account; requiring a report to the board of
19 county conmi ssioners by a specified date;
20 aut hori zi ng specified organi zations to operate
21 and administer a teen court program providing
22 an effective date.
23
24| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
25
26 Section 1. Section 938.17, Florida Statutes, is
27 | anended to read:
28 938.17 County delinquency prevention.--
29 (1) JUVEN LE ASSESSMENT CENTERS AND SCHOOL BOARD
30 | SUSPENSI ON PROGRAMS. - -
31
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(a) ) A county may adopt a mandatory cost to be

assessed in specific cases by incorporating by reference the
provi sions of this subsection seet+oef in a county ordi nance.
Prior to the adoption of the county ordi nance, the sheriff's
office of the county nust be a partner in a witten agreenent
with the Departnent of Juvenile Justice to participate in a
juvenil e assessnent center or with the district school board
to participate in a suspension program

(b)£2)y In counties in which the sheriff's office is a
partner in a juvenile assessnent center under purstant—toe s.
985. 209, or a partner in a suspension program devel oped in
conjunction with the district school board in the county of
the sheriff's jurisdiction, the court shall assess court costs
of $3 per case, in addition to any other authorized cost or
fine, on every person who, with respect to a charge,
i ndi ct nent, prosecution comenced, or petition of delinquency
filed in that county or circuit, pleads guilty, nolo
contendere to, or is convicted of, or adjudicated delinquent
for, or has an adjudication withheld for, a felony or
m sdenmeanor, or a crimnal traffic offense or handi capped
parking violation under state law, or a violation of any
muni ci pal or county ordinance, if the violation constitutes a
ni sdeneanor under state | aw.

(c) 1. 63)ft=&)y The clerks of the county and circuit
court, in a county where the sheriff's office is a partner in
an assessnent center or suspension programas specified in
par agr aph (a)subseeti+oen—31), shall collect and deposit the
assessnents col | ected under purstant—te this subsection
seeti+on in an appropriate, designated account established by

the clerk of the court, for disbursenent to the sheriff as
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1| needed for the inplenentation and operati on of an assessnent

2| center or suspension program

3 2.{b)y The clerk of the circuit and county court shal

4 | withhold 5 percent of the assessnents each court collects

5| under purstant—te this subsection seettoen, for the costs of

6 | adm nistering the collection of assessnents unrder—this

7 | section.

8 3. {€) Assessnents collected by clerks of the circuit

9| courts conprised of nore than one county shall renit the funds
10 | col |l ected under pturstant—te this subsection seetioen to the

11| county in which the offense at issue was conmmitted for deposit
12 | and di shursenent according to this subsection section.

13 4.y Any other funds the sheriff's office obtains for
14 | the inplenentation or operation of an assessnent center or

15 | suspensi on program nmay be deposited into the designated

16 | account for disbursenment to the sheriff as needed.

17 (d)t4) A sheriff's office that receives the cost

18 | assessnents established in paragraph (a)subseet+on—-{1rshal

19 | account for all funds that have been deposited into the
20 | desi gnated account by August 1 annually in a witten report to
21| the juvenile justice county council if funds are used for
22 | assessnent centers, and to the district school board if funds
23 | are used for suspension prograns.
24 (2) TEEN COURTS; OPERATI ON AND ADM NI STRATI ON. - -
25 (a) Notwithstanding s. 318.121, in each county in
26 | which a teen court has been created, the board of county
27 | conmi ssioners nay adopt a mandatory cost to be assessed in
28 | specific cases by incorporating by reference the provisions of
29 | this subsection in a county ordi nance. Assessnents coll ected
30| by the clerk of the circuit court under this subsection shal
31
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be deposited into an account specifically for the operation

and adninistration of the teen court.

(b) A sumof $3 shall be assessed as a court cost in

the circuit and county court in the county against each person

who pleads guilty or nolo contendere to, or is convicted of,

regardl ess of adjudication, a violation of a crininal |law or a

nmuni ci pal ordi nance or county ordi nance or who pays a fine or

civil penalty for any violation of chapter 316. Any person
whose adj udication is withheld under s. 318.14(9) or (10)
shall al so be assessed the cost.

(c) The $3 assessnent for court costs shall be

assessed in addition to any fine or civil penalty or other

court cost and may not be deducted fromthe proceeds of that

portion of any fine or civil penalty which is received by a

nmunicipality in the county or by the county in accordance with
ss. 316.660 and 318.21. The $3 assessnent shall be
specifically added to any civil penalty paid for a violation

of chapter 316, regardl ess of whether the penalty is paid by

mail, paid in person without request for a hearing, or paid

after hearing and deternination by the court. However, the $3

assessnent may not be nade agai nst a person for a violation of

any state law, county ordi nance, or nunicipal ordinance

relating to the parking of vehicles, with the exception of a

vi ol ati on of the handi capped parking | aws.

(d)1. The clerk of the circuit court shall collect the

$3 assessnents for court costs established in this subsection

and shall renmt the assessnents to the teen court nonthly.
2. The clerk of the circuit court shall w thhold 5
percent of the assessnents collected, which shall be retained

as fee income of the office of the clerk of the circuit court.
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(e) A teen court that receives the cost assessnents

establ i shed by the adopted county ordi nance nust account for

all funds that have been deposited into the designated account

in awitten report to the board of county conmi ssioners. The

report nust be given to the comi ssioners by August 1 of each

year or by a date required by the comm ssioners.

(f) A teen court may be administered by a nonprofit

organi zation, a |law enforcenent agency, the court

adm ni strator, the clerk of the court, or another simnmlar

agency authorized by the board of county conm ssioners.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Aut hori zes a board of county conmi ssioners to adopt an
ordi nance that provides for funding a teen court through
t he assessnent of an additijonal colurt cost of $3 agai nSt
every person who pl eads ?ullty or nol o contendere to, or
is convicted of, a violation of a crimnal |law, an .
ordinance, or a traffic offense in the county. Provides
for adm nistering the collection of assessnents by the
clerk of the circuit court. Authorizes the clerk of the
court to retain a specified Percenta e of the assessnents
collected as inconme to the clerk of the court, Requires
the teen court to account for all funds deposited into
the teen court account. Oders the teen court to report
to the county conmi ssion by a specified date. Authorizes
certain specified organizations to operate and adm ni ster
a teen court program
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