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CS for CS for SB 2520 First Engrossed

A Dbill to be entitled
An act relating to the Great Florida
Wek-reation Diving Trail Act; providing a
popul ar name; providing purpose of the act;
creating the Florida MARAD and U.S. Navy Vesse
Pl acement Council within the Ofice of Tourism
Trade, and Econoni c Devel oprment; providing
menber shi p, organi zation, adm nistrative
support, and duties of the council; providing
that the council is subject to public records
and public neetings requirenments; requiring the
council to request and receive interagency
comments; providing for expiration of the
council; providing for transfer of docunents
and remai ning assets of the council; providing

an effective date.

WHEREAS, in the past, the United States Navy has used
unneeded ships as targets for mlitary exercises known as
si nki ng exerci ses, and

WHEREAS, now the Navy has devised an alternative neans
of di sposing of obsolete Navy vessels that allows the vessels
to serve in a productive capacity for hundreds of years past
their intended use, and

VWHEREAS, the National Defense Authorization Bill for
fiscal year 2004 (H. R 1588) allows appropriate deconmm ssioned
ships to be donated for use as artificial reefing, and

WHEREAS, the process of using obsolete vessels as
man- made artificial reefs not only pronotes narine life and

fishing but relieves pressures on natural coral reefs, and
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1 WHEREAS, the neasure allows the Navy to acconplish the
2| overall process for cost-effective donation transfer of

3| avail abl e naval vessels, and

4 VWHEREAS, the United States Maritine Administration

5| (MARAD) will coordinate federal agency solicitation and

6| application for obtaining the vessels for use as artificia

7| reefs, and

8 WHEREAS, the donation and transfer application for al
9| Navy and MARAD ships available for use as artificial reefs may
10| be submitted only by states, commobnwealths, and territories
11| and possessions of the United States, or rmunicipa

12| corporations or political subdivisions thereof, and

13 WHEREAS, the program provides a practical option for
14| di sposi ng of inactive naval vessels in a cost-effective and
15| environnental |y sound manner that can al so pronpte ecotourism
16| associated with recreational diving and fishing in Florida,
17| NOW THEREFORE

18

19| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

20

21 Section 1. (1) POPULAR NAME. --This act may be

22| referred to by the popular name the "Great Florida

23| Wek-reation Diving Trail Act of 2004."

24 (2) PURPGCSE. - -The purpose of the Great Florida

25| Wek-reation Diving Trail Act is to pronpte ecotourism

26| associated with recreational diving and fishing in Florida

27| through the placenent of United States Maritinme Administration
28 [(MARAD) and United States Navy deconmi ssioned vessels in

29| Florida waters as artificial reefs.

30 (3) FLORI DA MARAD AND U.S. NAVY VESSEL PLACEMENT

31| COUNCIL; CREATION. --There is created within the Office of
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1| Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent the Florida MARAD and
2| U_S. Navy Vessel Placenent Council, which is a council as

3| defined in section 20.03, Florida Statutes.

4 (4) MEMBERSHIP. --The council shall consist of five

5| nenbers, all of whom shall be residents of the state. Three
6| nenbers shall represent recreational scuba diving in Florida,
7| one of whom shall be appointed by the President of the Senate,
8| one of whom shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House of
9| Representatives, and one of whom shall be appointed by the
10| Governor. Two nenbers shall represent recreational fishing
11| interests and the tourismindustry in Florida, one of whom
12| shall be appointed by the President of the Senate and one of
13| whom shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House of

14| Representatives. Menbers shall be appointed in such a nmanner
15| as to equitably represent different geographic areas of the
16| state. The initial appointnents to the council shall be nade
17| no later than Septenmber 1, 2004.

18 (5) ORGANI ZATI ON. - -

19 (a) The Governor shall designate one menber of the

20| council as its chair. Vacancies in nenbership of the counci
21| shall be filled in the same manner as the origina

22| appointnents.

23 (b) The council shall neet at |east quarterly. A

24| majority of the members shall constitute a quorumfor the

25| purpose of conducting business.

26 (c) The council shall establish procedures for its

27| operations, including notice procedures for council neetings
28| and procedures with respect to the application process under
29| subsection (7).

30 (d) Menbers of the council shall serve without

31| conpensation but shall be entitled to per diem and trave
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expenses pursuant to section 112.061, Florida Statutes, while

in the performance of their duties.

(e) FEach nenber of the council shall file full and

public disclosure of financial interests at the tinmes and

places and in the sanme manner required of el ected

constitutional officers under Section 8, Article Il of the

State Constitution and any | aw inplenenting that provision.

(f) Records and neetings of the council shall be

subject to the requirenents of the public records | aw and

public neetings law in chapters 119 and 286, Florida Statutes,

respectively.

(q)  Menbers are subject to the dual -office-holding

prohibition of Section 5(a), Article Il of the State

Constitution.

(6) ADM NI STRATI VE SUPPORT. - -The Office of Tourism

Trade, and Econoni ¢ Devel opnent shall provide adnm nistrative

support to the council for all of its activities. The counci

is authorized to accept private donations to support counci

activities. The council shall mrintain a conplete financia

record of all donations and expenditures, and shall file a

financial report with the Auditor General annually that

documents such donations and expendi tures.
(7) DUTIES. - -

(a) The council shall be the artificial reef

coordinator for Florida for purposes of the United States

Departnent of Transportation transfer of obsol ete MARAD and

Navy vessel s program

(b) The council shall review applications from Florida

counties and nmunicipalities for placement of MARAD and U.S

Navy deconm ssioned vessels in Florida waters as artificia

reefs.

4

CODI NG Wbrds strieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W W NN NNMNDNDRNNNRNNDNRR R R B R B R B R
P O © ® N O U A W N RP O © ® N O 00 » W N B O

CS for CS for SB 2520 First Engrossed

(c) The council shall receive donation transfer

applications for such vessels and, using federal evaluation

criteria, shall recommend to the Governor sites within the

state for placenent of such vessels.

(d) The council shall develop a master site plan for

the purposes of maxim zing the nunber and type of vessels for

placement in Florida waters. Criteria shall include placenent

of vessels in a geographically dispersed manner

(8) | NTERAGENCY COMVENTS. - - The council shall request

and receive interagency comments fromlocal artificial reef

permitting agencies, the Departnent of Environnenta

Protection, and the Fish and Wldlife Conservation Comm Ssion

allowing a review period consistent with MARAD and U.S. Navy

application deadlines. |Interagency conments on submitted

applications nmust be linmted to that agency's area of

responsibility.

(9) TERM --The council shall expire on Decenber 31

2006, unless reenacted by the Leqgislature. Prior to

term nation, all docunents and all renmining assets of the

council shall be transferred to the Ofice of Tourism Trade,

and Econoni ¢ _Devel opnent, pursuant to section 20.052, Florida

Stat ut es.
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becomng a

| aw.

5

CODI NG Wbrds strieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




