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By Senator Atwater

25- 1949A- 04
1 Senat e Resol uti on No.
2 A resol ution honoring the nenory of fornmer
3 State Senator Tom Lew s.
4
5 WHEREAS, Tom Lewi s was born in Phil adel phi a,
6 | Pennsyl vani a, on Cctober 26, 1924, and served honorably in the
7] United States Air Force for 11 years as a GQunner on a B-25
8| bonber in World War Il and in Korea, and
9 WHEREAS, Tom Lewi s conpleted his service in the Air
10 | Force at Morrison Field, now known as the site of the Palm
11 | Beach International Airport, and having grown attached to the
12 | conmunity, decided with his wife Marian to stay and raise
13| their famly, which at the tine of his death included three
14 | children, seven grandchildren, and one great-grandchild, and
15 VWHEREAS, Tom Lewi s, at the behest of his friends and
16 | nei ghbors, began his 30-year political career as a council nan
17 | and Mayor in the Village of North Palm Beach from 1964 to
18 | 1972, and
19 VHEREAS, Tom Lewi s then won election to the District 83
20| seat in the Florida House of Representatives, a district he
21 | represented from 1972 until 1980, and during his tenure he
22 | served as Mnority Wiip from 1978 to 1980, and
23 VHEREAS, Tom Lewis then won election to the District 27
24 | seat of the Florida Senate, a seat he held from 1980 to 1982,
25| during which tinme he served on the Agriculture and
26 | Appropriation Conmittees, and
27 VHEREAS, Tom Lewi s was then elected to the United
28 | States Congress and i medi ately put his years of experience in
29| the mlitary, private, and public sectors to work as a nenber
30| of the Science and Technol ogy Comrittee and the Agriculture
31
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1| Cormittee, where he represented Florida's farners, growers,

2| and cattlenmen with vigor and determ nation, and

3 WHEREAS, Tom Lewi s wor ked earnestly for the peopl e of
4| Florida and will be fondly renenbered for several initiatives
5| that continue to affect the lives of Floridians, and

6 WHEREAS, Tom Lewis will al so be renmenbered during each
7 | hurricane season because of his efforts to ensure that the Ar
8 | Force Reserve continues to fly the WC-130 "Hurricane Hunter"
9] aircraft into tropical storns and hurricanes, gathering

10| crucial data so that neteorol ogists can nore accurately

11 | predict the path and severity of oncom ng storns, NOW

12 | THEREFORE,

13

14 | Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

15

16 That the Senate respectfully honors the nenory and

17 | l egacy of Mayor, Florida State Representative, Florida State
18 | Senator, and United States Congressman Tom Lewis - a dedicated
19| fanily nman, a tireless advocate for his constituents, a great
20 | statesman, and a nentor and friend to nany.

21 BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat a copy of this resolution
22| with the Seal of the Senate affixed, be presented to the

23| family of TomLewis as a tangi ble token of the sentinents

24 | expressed herein and a | asting synbol of the respect of the
25 | nenbers of the Florida Senate.
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