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1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to parenting coordination

3 anending s. 61.046, F.S.; providing

4 definitions; creating s. 61.125, F.S.; creating

5 the parenting coordination progran authorizing

6 the court to appoint and di scharge a parenting

7 coordi nator in certain proceedings; providing

8 that communi cations with a parenting

9 coordi nator are not confidential except in

10 certain situations; establishing the

11 qualifications for a parenting coordinator

12 requiring the court to determne a party's

13 financial ability to pay for certain services

14 under certain circunstances; specifying powers

15 and duties of a parenting coordinator

16 provi ding for conpensation; restricting

17 parenting coordinators fromserving in certain

18 cases; providing civil immunity for parenting

19 coordi nators acting within the scope of

20 enpl oynment; providing an effective date

21

22| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

23

24 Section 1. Subsections (14), (15), (16), (17), (18),
25| (19), and (20) of section 61.046, Florida Statutes, are

26| renunbered as subsections (15), (16), (17), (18), (19), (20),
27| and (21), respectively, and a new subsection (14) is added to
28| that section, to read:

29 61.046 Definitions.--As used in this chapter

30 (14) "Parenting coordination' neans a process in which
31| a parenting coordinator helps the parties inplenent their
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parenting plan by facilitating the resolution of disputes

bet ween parents or | egal quardians and, with the prior

approval of the parties and the court, by nmaking deci sions

within the scope of the court order of appointnment.

Section 2. Section 61.125, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

61.125 Court-ordered parenting coordination.--

(1) After notice to the parties, the court may, on its

own nption, a notion by one of the parties, or an adreenent by

the parties, appoint a parenting coordinator to performthe

duties outlined in subsection (9) if the court finds all of

the follow ng:

(a) The parties failed to adequately inplenent their

parenting plan in relation to the child or children who are

the subject or subjects of the proceedings.

(b) Mediation has not been successful or has been

determined by the judge to be inappropriate.

(c) The appointnent of a parenting coordinator is in

the best interest of the child or children involved in the

proceedi ngs.

Bef ore appointing a parenting coordinator for the parties, the

court shall consider the effect that any donestic violence

injunction affecting the parties nmay have on the parties

ability to engage in parenting coordination

(2) The parenting coordinator shall serve unti

di scharged by the court.

(3) Wth witten consent of the parties, the court nmay

order that the parenting coordinator has the authority to

determ ne specific matters related to inplenenting the

parenting plan. Any deternination shall be in witing,

2

CODI NG Wbrds strieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W W NN NNMNDNDRNNNRNNDNRR R R B R B R B R
P O © ® N O U A W N RP O © ® N O 00 » W N B O

CS for SB 2640 First Engrossed (ntc)

provided to all parties and their attorneys; and shall becone

bi nding on the parties until a court of conpetent jurisdiction

finds otherwi se. The coordinator's deternmination is subject to

de _novo review.

(4) Communications with the parenting coordinator are

not confidential, unless the court finds that designation as

confidential of all or part of the communications is in the

best interest of the child or children involved. Such

det erm nation nust be agreed upon by both parties and the

coordi nat or.

(5) Unless the parties agree to the appointnent of a

nenber _of the clergy or a nenber of The Florida Bar in good

standi ng offering services on a pro bono basis, each person

appoi nted by the court to serve as a parenting coordinator

shall neet all of the follow ng qualifications:

(a) licensure as a nmental health professional pursuant

to chapter 490 or chapter 491, or licensure as a physician

pursuant to chapter 458 with certification by the Anerican

Board of Psychiatry and Neurol ogy.

(b) Three years of postlicensure practice.

(c) Conpletion of a Florida Suprene Court certified

fami |y nedi ation training program

(d) A mninmumof 20 hours of parenting coordination

training, including:

Par enting coordinati on concepts and ethics.

Fami |y dynamics in separation and divorce.

The parenting coordi nati on _process.

Par enti ng coordi nati on techni gues.

Fami |y court procedures.

S S e S A

Donestic viol ence.
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Service as _a parenting coordinator in four or npre cases

before October 1, 2004, nmay be substituted for the

requi rements of paragraphs (a) and (b).

(6) Unless otherwi se agreed to by the parties,

referral to a parenting coordi nator or parenting coordination

program which charges a fee may only be made if the court has

determ ned that the parties have the financial ability to pay

such a fee. The deternination may be based upon financia

affidavits submitted by the parties or other financia

information available to the court.

(7) A parenting coordi nator may be conpensated by the

parties or by public funds to the extent avail abl e.

(8) The parenting coordinator shall assist the parties

and the children in inplenenting the court-ordered parenting

plan, and is generally required to protect the children's best

interests. The parenting coordinator is entitled to

communi cate with the parties, children, health care providers,

and any other third parties deened necessary by the parenting

coordi nator, provided that the parties have signed any

necessary rel eases.

(9) The duties of a parenting coordinator include:

(a) Assisting the parents in inplenenting the

parenting plan and in devel oping structured quidelines for

i npl enent ati on _of the plan.

(b) Devel opi ng qui delines for conmuni cati on between

the parents. The parenting coordinator may refer one or both

parents to appropriate resources for the devel opnent of

parenting skills.

(c) Assisting the parents in devel opi hg parenting

strategies in a manner that mnim zes conflict.
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(d) Teachi ng comuni cation skills and principles of

child devel opnent.

(e) FEducating both parents about the sources of their

conflict and its effect on the children.

(10) The parenting coordinator shall not:

(a) Serve as a child custody evaluator in a proceeding

involving one or nore parties for whom he or she has provided

prior parenting coordination services.

(b) Provide a determ nation, reconmmendation, or

opinion on child custody or primary physical residence.

(c) Provide a determi nation on financial natters.

(d) Mdify the substantive rights of the parties as

provided in the parenting agreenent or other valid court

order.

(e) Serve in the role of a therapist. Any issue

indicating the need for therapy shall be referred to the

appropri ate professional or resource.

(11) A parenting coordi nator duly appointed by the

court shall not be held liable for civil damages for any act

or_omi ssion in the scope of the parenting coordinator's

statutory duties as enunerated in this section, unless such

person acted in bad faith or with nmalicious purpose, or in a

manner _exhi biting wanton and willful disregard of the rights,

safety, or property of the parties.

(12) For the purposes of this section, the term

parenting plan" neans a tenporary or final court order

setting out the residence, parental responsibilty, visitation

or_other parental responsibilty issues in a dissolution of

marri age proceeding or _any other civil action involving

custody or parenting of a child or children. This subsection

shall not apply to proceedi ngs under chapter 39.
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Section 3. This act shall take effect October 1, 2004.
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