ENROLLED

2004 Legi sl ature CS for SB 2736
1
2 An act relating to the taking of fish and
3 shel | fish; anmending s. 370.14, F.S.; increasing
4 the fee for the trap nunber required for
5 commercial crawfish trapping; providing for the
6 use of a portion of the fee; anending s.
7 370.143, F.S.; clarifying that crawfish traps
8 are included in the trap retrieval program of
9 the Fish and WIldlife Conservation Commi ssion
10 assessing crawfish trap owners the retrieva
11 fee assessed other trap owners; providing for
12 wai ver of the retrieval fee under certain
13 ci rcunst ances; providing for the use of
14 revenues fromretrieval fees; requiring paynment
15 of retrieval fees before a |icense is renewed,
16 provi ding an effective date.
17
18| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
19
20 Section 1. Subsections (2) and (6) of section 370. 14,
21| Florida Statutes, are anended to read
22 370.14 Crawfish; regulation.--
23 (2)(a)l. Each person taking or attenpting to take
24| crawfish with a trap in commercial quantities or for
25| commercial purposes shall obtain and exhibit a crawfish trap
26| nunmber, as required by the Fish and Wildlife Conservation
27| Conmi ssion. The annual fee for a crawfish trap nunber is $125.
28| Each—trap—usedFfortakingor—attenptingtotakeerawsh—rust
29| have—atraphurber—perfrarently—attachedtothe trap—and—the
30| buey— This trap nunber nmay be issued by the Fsh—ardWldHfe
31| Genservation comm ssion upon the recei pt of application by the
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person when ewner—ef—thetraps—and acconpani ed by the paynent
of the fee a+feeof$100. The design of the applications and

of the trap nunmber shall be determ ned by the conm ssion. Any
trap or device used in taking or attenpting to take crawfish,
other than a trap with the trap nunber attached—as—preseribed
Hr—this—paragraph, shall be seized and destroyed by the

conmmi ssion. The proceeds of the fees inposed by this paragraph
shall be deposited and used as provided in paragraph (b). The
conmmi ssion nmay adopt rules to carry out the intent of this
section.

2. Each person taking or attenpting to take crawfish

in commercial quantities or for commercial purposes by any

net hod, other than with a trap having a crawfish trap nunber

i ssued by the conmm ssion, nust pay an annual fee of $100.

(b) Twenty-five dollars of the $125 fee for a crawfish

trap nunber required under subparagraph (a)l. nust be used

only for trap retrieval as provided in s. 370.143. The

remai nder of the fees collected pursuant to paragraph (a)

shall be deposited as foll ows:

1. Fifty percent of the fees collected shall be
deposited in the Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund for
use in enforcing the provisions of paragraph (a) through
aerial and other surveillance and trap retrieval.

2. Fifty percent of the fees collected shall be
deposited as provided in s. 370.142(5) s—3+0—142(6}).

6—A—person—who—takes—mpre—ecrawsh—per—boat—or—per
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Section 2. Section 370.143, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

370.143 Retrieval of |obster,_ crawfish, and stone crab

traps during closed season; conmi ssion authority; fees.--
(1) The Fish and WIldlife Conservation Comm ssion is
authorized to inplenment a trap retrieval programfor retrieva

of | obster, crawfish, and stone crab traps remaining in the

wat er during the closed season for each species. The
conmi ssion is authorized to contract with outside agents for
t he program operati on.
(2) Aretrieval fee of $10 per trap retrieved shall be
assessed trap owners. However, for each person persens
hol ding a crawfish stanp nunber or a stone crab endorsenent
i ssued under rule of the F-sh—anrd\WldfeConservation

conmi ssion, the retrieval fee shall be waived for the first
five traps retrieved. Traps recovered under this program shal
become the property of the comm ssion or its contract agent,
as determ ned by the commi ssion, and shall be either destroyed
or resold to the original ower. Revenue fromretrieval fees
shall be deposited in the Marine Resources Conservation Trust
Fund and used solely for operation of the trap retrieva
program

(3) Paynment of all assessed retrieval fees shall be
required prior to renewal of the trap owner's saltwater
products |icense and stone crab and or crawfi sh endorsenents.
Retrieval fees assessed under this programshall stand in lieu
of other penalties inposed for such trap violations.

(4) In the event of a mmjor natural disaster in an
area declared by the Governor to be a disaster emergency area,
such as a hurricane or major storm causing nassive trap

| osses, the commi ssion shall waive the trap retrieval fee.
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Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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