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Florida Senate - 2004 SB 2790
By Senator Celler

31-1242-04
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to trust funds; transferring
and anending s. 350.0614, F.S.; creating a
Publi ¢ Counsel Trust Fund to fund the
operations of the Public Counsel in matters
pertaining to insurance; anending s. 624.523,
F.S.; providing a funding source for the Public
Counsel Trust Fund; providing for review and
termnation or re-creation of the trust fund;
providing a contingent effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 350.0614, Florida Statutes, is
transferred, renunbered as section 11.954, Florida Statutes,
and anended to read:

11. 954 35606644 Public Counsel; trust funds;
conpensati on and expenses. - -

(1)(a)l. There is created a Public Counsel Trust Fund
in the Legislative Auditing Cormittee to fund the operation of

the Public Counsel for matters pertaining to insurance.

2. In accordance with s. 19(f)(2), Art. 11l of the
State Constitution, the Public Counsel Trust Fund shal
terminate on July 1, 2008, unless terninated sooner. Before

its scheduled term nation, the trust fund shall be reviewed as
provided in s. 215.3206(1) and (2).
(b) The sal aries and expenses of the Public Counse

and his or her enployees shall be allocated by the conmittee
only from noneys appropriated to the Public Counsel by the
Legi sl ature.
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1 (2) The Legislature hereby declares and deterni nes

2| that the Public Counsel is under the |egislative branch of

3| governnent within the intention of the legislation as

4 | expressed in chapter 216, and no power shall be in the

5| Executive Ofice of the Governor or its successor to rel ease

6| or withhold funds appropriated to it, but the sane shall be

7 | availabl e for expenditure as provided by law and the rul es or

8 | decisions of the Joint Auditing Conmittee.

9 (3) Neither the Executive Ofice of the Governor nor
10 | the Departnent of Management Services or its successor shal
11 | have power to determ ne the nunber, or fix the conpensation
12 | of the enpl oyees of the Public Counsel or to exercise any
13 | manner of control over them
14 Section 2. Subsection (3) is added to section 624.523,
15| Florida Statutes, to read
16 624.523 |nsurance Regulatory Trust Fund. --

17 (3) An anount determined in the General Appropriations
18 | Act shall be transferred annually fromthe Chi ef Financi al

19| Oficer's Regulatory Trust Fund to the Public Counsel Trust
20| Fund for the purpose of funding the office of the Public

21| Counsel for matters pertaining to insurance.

22 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004, if
23| SB __ or sinlar legislation prescribing duties of the

24 | Public Counsel in insurance rate cases before the Departnent
25| of Financial Services is adopted in the sane |egislative

26 | session or an extension thereof.
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SENATE SUMVARY

| Trust Fund in the Le |slat|ve
und the operations of the Publi
surance and provi des for

fund fromthe Chief Financial
Fund. Provides for future
n or re-creation, of the fund.

Creates a Public Cou
Auditing Commttee t
Counsel "with resp
%p ropriations to
icer's Re uI at
revi ew, and t

© 00 N o O W DN PP
oO~wn>S
—

W NNNNNNMNNNNNRRRRERRRERRPR R R
©O © ® N o UM WNERO®O®BW-NOOUDMOWNLEO

w
=

3
CODING:WOrds st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




