Florida Senate - 2004 CS for CS for SB 2822

By the Committees on Appropriations; Agriculture; and Senator
Argenzi ano

309- 2525-04
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to private investigative,
3 private security, and repossessi on services;
4 anending s. 493.6106, F.S.; increasing the
5 m ni nrum age required for certain |icensees;
6 anending s. 493.6110, F.S.; revising agency
7 i nsurance requirenents and limting such
8 requirements to security agencies; anending s.
9 493.6113, F.S., relating to licensure renewal ;
10 conforming a provision requiring certification
11 of insurance coverage; requiring certain
12 | icensees to conplete specified continuing
13 educati on that includes terrori sm awareness;
14 requiring the Departnent of Agriculture and
15 Consuner Services to establish by rule criteria
16 for the approval of continuing education
17 courses and providers and the formfor
18 certificates of conpletion; anending s.
19 493. 6118, F.S.; conformng a ground for
20 disciplinary action relating to failure to
21 mai ntain required i nsurance coverage, for which
22 there are penalties; anmending s. 493. 6202,
23 F.S.; providing exanination fees for private
24 i nvestigators and private investigator interns;
25 anmending s. 493.6203, F.S.; requiring passage
26 of an exami nation for |licensure as a private
27 i nvestigator; providing exenption for certain
28 | icensees; requiring reexamnation for
29 relicensure under certain circunstances;
30 requiring successful conpletion of certain
31 coursework and passage of an exam nation for
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licensure as a private investigator intern
requiring the departnent to establish by rule
t he general content and the formfor
certificates of conpletion of such training and
criteria for the exanination; requiring
reexam nation for relicensure under certain
ci rcunstances; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
493. 6106, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

493. 6106 License requirenents; posting.--

(1) Each individual licensed by the departnent nust:

(a) Be at least 18 years of age, except that each

i ndividual licensed by the departnent in Cass "C, " C ass

"MA," or Cass "M nust be at |east 21 years of age.

Section 2. Section 493.6110, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

493. 6110 Licensee's insurance.--A O ass "B"Noe agency
|icense nay not shatH- be issued unless the applicant first
files with the departnent a certification of insurance
evi dencing comercial general liability coverage as delineated

bel ow. The coverage shall provide the departnent as an
additional insured for the purpose of receiving all notices of
nodi fication or cancellation of such insurance. Coverage shal
be witten by an insurance conpany which is | awfully engaged
to provide insurance coverage in Florida. Coverage shal
provide for a conbined single-linmt policy in the amount of at
| east $300, 000;—whi-eh—potecy—shatH—inetude—conprehensi-ve
genera—H-abirHty—ecoverage for death, bodily injury, property
2

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




gégr ga Senate - 2004 CS for CS for SB 2822

i
2525-04

1| damage, and personal injury ceverage—inctudingfalse—arrest;
5 . . . ’ - Fon—H ’

3 | stander—defamation—of—character—and—viotatten—of—the—right
4 | ef——privacy. Coverage shall insure for the liability of al

5| enpl oyees licensed by the departnent while acting in the

6 | course of their enploynent.

7 (1) The licensed agency shall notify the departnent of
8 | any cl ai m agai nst such insurance.

9 (2) The licensed agency shall notify the departnent

10 | i medi ately upon cancel l ation of the insurance policy, whether
11 | such cancellation was initiated by the insurance conpany or

12 | the insured agency.

13 (3) The agency license shall be automatically

14 | suspended upon the date of cancell ation unl ess evidence of

15| insurance is provided to the departnent prior to the effective
16 | date of cancellation.

17 Section 3. Subsection (3) of section 493.6113, Florida
18 | Statutes, is anended to read:

19 493.6113 Renewal application for |icensure.--
20 (3) Each licensee shall be responsible for renew ng
21| his or her license on or before its expiration by filing with
22 | the departnent an application for renewal acconpani ed by
23 | paynent of the prescribed |icense fee.
24 (a) Each €rass—A—C ass "B" er—&tass—R-licensee
25| shall additionally subnit on a formprescribed by the
26 | departnent a certification of insurance which evidences that
27 | the licensee mai ntains adequate comercial general liability
28 | coverage as required under s. 493.6110.
29 (b) Each Class "G' licensee shall additionally submt
30 | proof that he or she has received during each year of the
31| license period a mninmmof 4 hours of firearns
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recertification training taught by a Class "K' |icensee and
has conplied with such other health and training requirenents
whi ch the departnment nay adopt by rule. If proof of a m ninmm
of 4 hours of annual firearns recertification training cannot
be provided, the renewal applicant shall conplete the nininum
nunber of hours of range and classroomtraining required at
the time of initial |icensure.

(c) Each Class "DS" or Class "RS" |icensee shal
additionally subnit the current curriculum exanination, and
list of instructors.

(d) Beginning Septenber 1, 2005, each Oass "C " C ass
CC," Cass "M" Cass "MA," Cass "K," Oass "E," Cdass "EE,"

Cass "MR," and Class "RI" |licensee nmust provide proof, in a

formestablished by rule of the departnent, that the |licensee

has conpl eted not |less than 4 hours of continuing education in

the law and rul es regul ati ng the profession, including

crimnal law, court decisions, and | egal opinions that affect

the profession, and 2 hours of continuing education in

terrori smawar eness, presented by approved providers, during

t he bi enni um si nce i ssuance or |ast renewal of the |license.

(e) The departnent shall by rule establish criteria

for the approval of courses and providers, including

requirements relating to course contents and provider

expertise. The departnent shall conpetitively solicit for the

services to devel op and conduct specific areas of instruction

for continuing education cl asses.

(f) Approved continui ng education training shall be

conducted at various locations within or outside the state at

times convenient for licensees, including weekends. Approved

providers nust verify the identity and |icense nunber of each

|icensee receiving the training by presentation of the
4
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personal license and shall issue a certificate of conpletion
to each licensee who successfully conpl etes the approved
courses. The certificate shall be on a form established by
rule of the departnent and nust be subnitted with the
application for renewal of licensure.

Section 4. Paragraph (h) of subsection (1) of section
493. 6118, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

493.6118 Gounds for disciplinary action.--

(1) The followi ng constitute grounds for which
di sciplinary action specified in subsection (2) nmay be taken
by the departnent agai nst any |icensee, agency, or applicant
regul ated by this chapter, or any unlicensed person engaged in
activities regulated under this chapter

(h) Failure of the licensee to maintain in full force
and effect comercial the general liability insurance coverage
required by s. 493.6110.

Section 5. Paragraphs (f), (g), and (h) are added to
subsection (1) of section 493.6202, Florida Statutes, to read:

493. 6202 Fees. --

(1) The departnent shall establish by rule exam nation
and biennial license fees, which shall not exceed the
fol | owi ng:

(f) Fee for the exam nation for private investigator
$100.
(g) Fee for the exam nation for private investigator
intern: $100.
(h) Fee for provider approval: $200.

Section 6. Section 493.6203, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

493. 6203 License requirenents.--1n addition to the
license requirenents set forth elsewhere in this chapter, each
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1| individual or agency shall conply with the follow ng

2 | additional requiremnments:

3 (1) Each agency or branch office shall designate a

4 | mi ni nrum of one appropriately licensed individual to act as

5| manager, directing the activities of the ass "C' or O ass

6| "CC' enpl oyees.

7 (2) An applicant for a Cass "MA" |icense shall have
8| at least 2 years of lawfully gained, verifiable, full-tine

9 | experience, or training in:

10 (a) Private investigative work or related fields of
11 | work that provided equival ent experience or training;

12 (b) Work as a Cass "CC' licensed intern

13 (c) Any conbination of paragraphs (a) and (b);

14 (d) Experience described in paragraph (a) for at |east
15| 1 year and experience described as foll ows i+A—paragraph—e)
16 | for t—year-

17 ) no nore than 1 year using:

18 1. College coursework related to crininal justice

19 | crimnology, or |aw enforcenent adninistration; or
20 2. Successfully conpleted | aw enforcenent-rel at ed
21| training received fromany federal, state, county, or
22 | muni ci pal agency; or
23 (e) t+)> Experience described in paragraph (a) for at
24 | least 1 year and work in a managerial or supervisory capacity
25| for at least 1 year.
26 (3) An applicant for a Class "M license shall qualify
27 | for licensure as a O ass "MA' nmanager as outlined under
28 | subsection (2) and as a O ass "MB" nmnager as outlined under
29 | s. 493.6303(2).
30 (4) An applicant for a Cass "C' license shall have 2
31| years of lawfully gained, verifiable, full-tine experience, or
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1| training in one, or a conbination of nore than one, of the
2| foll owi ng:
3 (a) Private investigative work or related fields of
4 | work that provided equival ent experience or training.
5 (b) College coursework related to criminal justice
6 | crimnol ogy, or law enforcenent adninistration, or successfu
7 | conpletion of any |aw enforcenent-related training received
8| fromany federal, state, county, or nunicipal agency, except
9| that no nore than 1 year nmay be used fromthis category.
10 (c) Wik as a Cass "CC' licensed intern
11 (5)(a) Beginning March 1, 2005, an applicant for a
12| Cdass "C'" |license who neets the experience criteria in
13 | paragraphs(4)(a) and (b) nust al so pass an exani nation on the
14 | provisions of this chapter, which shall be admi nistered by the
15 | departnent or an exam nation provi der approved by the
16 | departnent. The applicant is not required to pass the
17 | exami nation prior to subm ssion of the application but nust do
18 | so prior to issuance of the license. The admi nistrator of the
19 | examination nust verify the identity of each applicant taking
20 | the exam nation
21 (b) The exanination requirenments of paragraph (a) do
22 | not apply to any individual who holds a valid dass "CC,"
23| dass "C," Cass "MA," or Class "M |icense issued on or
24 | before July 1, 2004.
25 (c) Notwithstanding the exenption in paragraph (b),
26 | any individual whose license has been invalid for any reason
27 | for nore than 1 year nust successfully pass the exam nation
28 | even if previously taken, prior to issuance of the dass "C'
29 | license being applied for under this subsection
30 (6)(a) Beginning Septenber 1, 2005, an applicant for a
31| dass "CC' license nust have conpleted within the preceding 12
7
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nont hs a mi ni nrum 40- hour course froma school, college, or

university regul ated by the Departnent of Educati on which

relates to general investigative techniques and the provisions

of this chapter and nust al so pass an exani nati on, which shal

be admi nistered by the Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner

Services or an exani nation provider approved by such

departnent. The training required by this subsection may be

provided on-line, by live presentation, or by hone study in

accordance with rules and procedures of the Departnent of

Education. The adninistrator of the exam nation nust verify

the identity of each applicant taking the exanination

(b) Upon successful conpletion of the approved course,

the school, college, or university shall issue a certificate

of conpletion to the applicant. The certificate shall be on a

formestablished by rule of the departnent and nust be

submitted with the application for the Cass "CC' |license.

(c) The departnent shall by rule establish the genera

content of the training and criteria for the exanination

required by this subsection

(d) Any individual whose Cass "CC' |icense has been

invalid for any reason for nore than 1 year nust conplete the

training and exanmination, even if previously taken, prior to

i ssuance of the Cass "CC' |license being applied for under

this subsecti on.

(7)£5- A dass "CC' licensee shall serve an internship
under the direction and control of a designated sponsor, who
is aCass "C," Class "MA," or Cass "M |icensee.

(8){6) In addition to any other requirenent, an
applicant for a Class "G' |license shall satisfy the firearns
training set forth in s. 493.6115.

Section 7. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
8
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STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
CCNNITTEF SUE%TEE%;E FOR
or

The conm ttee substitute:

Fl) Revi ses inplenentation dates to allow nore tine for
i censees to conplete continuing educati on courses.

(2) Provides for the establishnment of a continuing education
provi der approval fee not to exceed $200.
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