Florida Senate - 2004 SB 2880
By Senator W/I son

33-1486- 04
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to health insurance; creating
3 S. 627.64194, F.S.; requiring health insurance
4 to provide coverage for col orectal cancer
5 exam nations and | aboratory tests; providing
6 gui del i nes for such coverage and benefits;
7 providing an effective date.
8
9| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
10
11 Section 1. Section 627.64194, Florida Statutes, is
12 | created to read:
13 627.64194 Col orectal cancer screening coverage. --
14 (1) Al individual and group health insurance policies
15 | providi ng coverage on an expense-incurred basis, individua
16 | and group service or indemity type contracts issued by a
17 | nonprofit corporation, individual and group service contracts
18 | i ssued by a heal th nmi nt enance organi zation, self-insured
19 | group arrangenents to the extent not preenpted by federal |aw,
20 | and managed health care delivery entities of any type or
21 | description which are delivered, issued for delivery,
22 | continued, or renewed on or after July 1, 2004, and which
23 | provide coverage to any resident of this state shall provide
24 | benefits or coverage for all colorectal cancer exani nations
25| and | aboratory tests specified in current Anerican Cancer
26 | Soci ety guidelines for colorectal screening of asynptonatic
27 | individuals. Benefits or coverage shall be provided for al
28 | such col orectal screening exam nations and tests that are
29 | adninistered at a frequency identified in the current Anerican
30 | Cancer Society guidelines for colorectal cancer.
31
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(2) Benefits under this section shall be provided to a

covered individual who is:

(a) At least 50 years of age; or

(b) Younger than 50 years of age and at high risk for

col orectal cancer according to current col orectal cancer

screeni ng gui delines of the Anerican Cancer Society.

(3) To encourage potentially lifesaving col orectal

cancer screenings, patients and health care providers nust not

be required to neet burdensone criteria or overcone

signi fi cant obstacles to secure such coverage. An individua

nmay not be required to pay an additional deductible or

coi nsurance for testing which is greater than an annua

deducti bl e or coinsurance established for simlar screening

benefits. If the programor contract does not cover a sinilar

benefit, a deductible or coinsurance may not be set at a |evel

that materially dininishes the value of the colorectal cancer

screeni ng benefit required under this section

(4) Reinbursenent to health care providers for

col orectal cancer screenings provided under this section nust

be equal to or greater than the reinbursenent to health care

providers provided under Title XVII of the Social Security

Act, relating to Medicare
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Requi res individual and group health insurance policies,
service contracts, and other arrangenments to provide
benefits for colorectal cancer exaim nations and ] ]

| aboratory tests for persons who neet specified criteria.
Provi des standards for such exam nations and tests.
Prohibits certain actions bK insurers which woul d have
the effect of diminishing the benefits of the coverage.
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