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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/CS/SB 2882
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Representative Goodl ette offered the foll ow ng:

Amendnent to Anendnent (308089) (with title anmendnent)
Renove |ine(s) 144-381 and insert:

such records. The Departnent of Education shall approve a

process for verifying the information provided by the private

school .

(J) The Departnent of Education shall regularly cross-

check the list of participating scholarship students with the

public school enrollnent lists to avoid duplication.

(k) A school district shall provide notification to

parents of the availability of a reassessnment of each student

who receives a John M MKay Schol arship at | east every 3 years.
(4) PRIVATE SCHOOL ELIGBILITY.--To be eligible to
participate in the John M MKay Schol arshi ps for Students with

Disabilities Program a private school nust be a Florida private
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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/CS/SB 2882
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)

school, as defined in s. 1002.01(2), may be sectarian or

nonsect ari an, and nust:

(a) Denonstrate fiscal soundness by being in operation for

2 or nore consecutive school years or obtain iI-scheol—year—or

reasonably—expected—Itntieuof such-a statenent a surety bond

or letter of credit for the anmount equal to the schol arship
funds for any quarter to may be filed with the Departnment of

Education. The surety bond or letter of credit shall serve to

secure expenditures of schol arship funds shoul d such funds be

found to have been used for unl awful purposes. However, if

during the school year a private school exhibits financia

difficulty or is otherwise not in conpliance with this section,

t he Comm ssi oner of Education may i npose additional requirenents

on the private school, which may include additional security

bondi ng.
(b) Notify the Departnent of Education of its intent to

participate in the programunder this section. The notice nust
specify the grade |levels and services that the private school
has available for students with disabilities who are
participating in the schol arship program

(c) Conply with the antidiscrimnation provisions of 42
U S.C s. 2000d.
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Bill No. CS/CS/SB 2882
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)
(d) Meet state and local health and safety |aws and codes,

including, but not limted to, |laws pertaining to:

1. Fire safety.

2. Buil di ng codes.

(e)l. Require each John M MKay Schol arshi p student to

participate at least annually in a student assessnent which, as

determ ned by the private school in consultation with the

student's parent, will denonstrate the student's skill level to

t he student's parent.

2. Notify the student's parent at |east annually about the

student's skill level on a student assessnent that is determ ned

by the private school. Be—academcallyaccountable to the parent
formeeting-theeducationalneeds of the student
(f) Enploy or contract with teachers who hold

baccal aureate or hi gher degrees, or have at |east 3 years of
t eachi ng experience in public or private schools, or have
special skills, know edge, or expertise that qualifies themto
provide instruction in subjects taught.

(g0 Conply with all state laws relating to genera
regul ati on of private schools, including, but not limted to,

| aws pertaining to:

1. Annual private school survey required in s. 1002.42(2).

2. Retention of records required in s. 1002.42(3).

3. Attendance records and reports required in s.
1003. 23(2).

4. School -entry health exani nati ons and i nmuni zati ons
required in s. 1003. 22.
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5. Attendance requirenents prescribed in ss. 1003.01(13)
and 1003.21(1).
(h) Publish and adhere to the tenets of its adopted

published disciplinary procedures prior to the expul sion of a
schol arshi p student.
(i) Wthin 60 days after enpl oynent, for any individual

wth direct student contact with John M MKay Schol arship

students, file with the Departnent of Law Enforcenent a conpl ete

set of fingerprints for state processing for a crinna

background check. The Departnent of Law Enforcenent shall in

turn subnmt the fingerprints to the Federal Bureau of

| nvestigation for federal processing for a background check. An

"individual with direct student contact with John M MKay

Schol arshi p students" neans any indivi dual who:

1. Is enployed by a private school in any capacity,

i ncl udi ng an individual enployed as a child care provider, a

t eacher, or another nenber of school personnel, and who is

responsi ble for the provision of care, treatnent, education,

training, instruction, supervision, or recreation of John M

McKay Schol arshi p students;

2. |Is the owner or operator of the private school

accepting John M MKay Schol arshi p students; or

3. Has unsupervised access to a John M MKay Schol arshi p

student for whomthe private school is responsible.

The costs of fingerprinting and the background check shall not

be borne by the state. The results of a crimnal background

check for private school owners shall be reported to the
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Bill No. CS/CS/SB 2882
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)

Departnent of Education. The owner or operator of the private

school shall receive the results of a crimnal background check

for all other persons subject to the private school background

check requirenents and i mMmedi ately report to the Departnent of

Education any individual with direct student contact with John
M MKay Schol arshi p students who has failed the Level 2
background check. Enpl oynent of such an individual shall cause a

private school to be ineligible for participation in the

schol arship program An individual holding a valid Florida

teaching certificate who has been fingerprinted pursuant to s.

1012. 32 shall not be required to conply with the provi sions of

t hi s paragraph.

(j) Annually conply with the requirenents of the

Departnent of Education to submt a notarized sworn conpliance

statenent certifying conpliance with state | aws pursuant to

subsection (3). The formand tineline for subm ssion of the

conpliance statenent shall be specified in rules adopted by the

State Board of Education. The statenent nust be filed with the

Depart nent of Educati on.

(k) Conply with all applicable state agency rules relating

to private school s.

(I') Not operate as a private tutoring program as descri bed

ins. 1002.43, a correspondence school, or a distance | earning

school or provide instruction to students at hone

(m Maintain a physical private school |ocation where a

schol arship student regularly attends cl asses.
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(n) Require the parent of each schol arship student to

personally restrictively endorse the schol arship check to the

school . The school nay not:

1. Act as attorney in fact for parents of a scholarship

student under the authority of a power of attorney executed by

such parents, or under any other authority, to endorse

schol arship warrants on behalf of parents.
2. Send or direct John M MKay Schol arship funds to

parents of a schol arship student who receives instruction at

hone.
3. Accept a John M MKay Schol arshi p student until the

notarized sworn conpliance statenment has been conpl eted and has

been subnmitted to and verified by the Departnent of Education.

(o) Annually register wwth the Departnent of Education.

Each owner or adm nistrator of a private school nust provide the

follow ng infornmation:

1. The legal business and trade nane, nuiling address, and

busi ness | ocation of the private school.

2. The full nanme, address, and tel ephone nunber of each

owner or adm nistrator of the private school.

3. Anotification of the private school's intent to

participate in the programunder this section. The notice nust

specify the grade | evels and services that the private school

has available for students with disabilities who are

participating in the scholarship program

(p) Provide the Departnment of Education with al

docunentation required for each schol arship student's
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participation in the scholarship program including, but not

limted to:

1. The private school's fee schedul e, including, but not

limted to, fees for services, tuition, and instructional

materials, and each individual schol arship student's schedul e of

fees and charges, at |east 30 days before the first quarterly

schol arship paynment is made for the student.

2. The enroll nent and attendance infornation, including an

on-line attendance verification form for each schol arship

student at the private school, prior to each schol arship

paynent .
(g) Notify the Departnent of Education of any change in

the school's registered name or |location prior to any such

change and notify the Departnent of Education within 15 days

after any other change in the registration information submtted

to the departnent.
(5) OBLI GATI ON OF PROGRAM PARTI Cl PANTS. - -
(f) Upon receipt of a scholarship warrant, the parent to

whom the warrant is made nust restrictively endorse the warrant
to the private school for deposit into the account of the

private school. The parent of a student participating in the

schol arship program nay not desighate any participating private

school as the parent's attorney in fact to sign a scholarship

war r ant .

(6) SCHOLARSH P FUNDI NG AND PAYMENT. - -

(e) Following notification on July 1, Septenber 1,
Decenber 1, or February 1 of the nunber of program participants,
t he Departnent of Education shall transfer, from General Revenue
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funds only, the anount cal cul ated under paragraph (b) fromthe
school district's total funding entitlenment under the Florida
Educati on Fi nance Program and from aut hori zed cat egori ca
accounts to a separate account for the schol arship programfor
quarterly disbursenment to the parents of participating students.
When a student enters the schol arship program the Departnent of
Educati on nmust receive all docunentation required for the
student's participation, including, but not limted to, the

private school's and student's fee schedul es, at | east 30 days
before the first quarterly scholarship paynent is nmade for the
student. The Departnent of Education may not nake any
retroacti ve paynents.

(f) Upon proper docunentation reviewed and approved by the
Departnent of Education, the Chief Financial Oficer shall make
schol arshi p paynents in four equal anpbunts no |ater than
Sept enmber 1, Novenber 1, February 1, and April 1 15 of each
academ c year in which the scholarship is in force. The initial
paynent shall be nmade after Departnent of Education verification
of adm ssi on acceptance, and subsequent paynents shall be nade
upon verification of continued enrollnent and attendance at the
private school. Paynent nust be by individual warrant made
payable to the student's parent and mailed by the Departnent of
Education to the private school of the parent's choice, and the
parent shall restrictively endorse the warrant to the private
school for deposit into the account of the private school.

(g) Subsequent to each schol arship paynent, the Departnent

of Financial Services shall randomly review endorsed warrants to

confirmconpliance with endorsenent requirenents.
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(8) COW SSI ONER AUTHORI TY. - - The Conmi ssi oner of Education
may suspend or prohibit a private school or a student from

participation in the scholarship program and take other action

necessary to ensure conpliance with the provisions of this

section.
(968> RULES. --The State Board of Education shall may
adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to adm ni ster

this section, including rules for:

(a) Adm nistering the annual notarized sworn conpliance

statenent to all participating private schools.

(b) Establishing forns for changes to a matri x by a school

district and the Departnent of Educati on.

(c) Inplenenting the requirenent that a private school

tinely notify the Departnent of Education of material changes to

the school's registration infornmation.

(d) Establishing attendance-verification procedures and

forns.
(e) Establishing procedures for deternm ning student

eligibility and approvi ng schol arshi ps.

The rules related to the annual notarized sworn conpliance

statenent shall establish a deadline for the receipt of the

initial notarized sworn conpliance statenent fromthe private

school and shall enunerate the itens to be included in the

statenent. The rules shall enunerate the itens to be included in

a subsequent annual notarized sworn conpliance statenent that is

required in January of each year fromthe private school.

However, the inclusion of eligible private schools within
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s===============T | TLE AMENDMENT =============
Renove line(s) 975-976 and insert:

of the departnent, annual assessnent of students, and

mai nt enance of a physical location in the state; requiring

fingerprinting
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