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Florida Senate - 2004 CS for SB 2894

By the Cormittee on Children and Fanilies; and Senator \Wbster

300- 2422-04
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to nental health services;
anmending s. 394.9084, F.S.; providing for a
client-directed and choice-based pil ot program
aut hori zi ng the expansion of the project;
aut hori zi ng the devel opnent and i npl enentati on
of a pilot project for children; requiring the
Departnent of Children and Family Services to
devel op procedures for operating these pilot
projects; requiring an i ndependent eval uation
of the projects; specifying areas that nust be
addressed as a part of the eval uation
requiring reports to the Legislature; providing
an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 394.9084, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

394.9084 Pilot project; client-directed and
choi ce-based adult nental health services.--

(1) The departnent ef—Ehit+dren—and—tamty—Services
shal | conduct devetoep a client-directed and choi ce-based pil ot
project in district 4 to provide nental health treatnent and
support services to adults who have a serious and persistent

mental illness. The project shall test a paynent nodel in

whi ch each client controls the noney that is available for

that client's nental health treatnent and support services.
(2) The departnent may expand the client-directed and

choi ce-based pilot project to one additional district to be

sel ected by the departnent. The departnment nay al so devel op
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1| and inplenent a pilot project in one district to provide

2| nmental health treatnent and support services for children who
3| live at home. |f established, any staff who work with children
4 | must be screened under s. 435.04. The adnministrative costs for
5| conducting the projects may not be paid from funds

6 | appropriated for direct client services. Prior to expandi ng

7| the project beyond district 4, the departnment shall establish
8 | procedures applicable for the project sites which include:

9 (a) A description of the project and its purpose;

10 (b) The eligibility requirenents for project

11 | partici pants;

12 (c) The scope of services for which project funding

13 | may be used, including services provided by the adninistrative
14 | entity, services provided by a behavioral healthcare provider
15| and the goods and services for recovery-related goals; and

16 (d) The eligibility requirements and responsibilities
17 | of the adninistrative entity, including all services to be

18 | provided by the entity, the responsibilities of staff enployed
19 | or under contract with the entity for the pilot project,
20 | financi al nmanagenent and recordkeepi ng requi renents, and
21 | docunentations requirenents relating to client participation
22| in the project.
23 (3) The projects projeet shall be eval uated by an
24 | i ndependent entity whose eval uation nust include an assessnent
25| of:
26 (a) The criteria for selecting atdutt—rentat—heatth
27 | clients who are wth—sertous—rental—ttness eligible for
28 | participation in the projects project.
29 (b) The duties and responsibilities of the
30 | adnministrative entity and the staff who are enpl oyed by or
31| under contract for the projects care—coortinatoer.
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(c) The accessibility and quality of services provided
under the projects by avail abl e communi ty-based providers
sel ected by the client, conpared to these services that are
avail abl e without the projects project.

(d) The input by the clients in the devel opnent of
treatnent plans conpared to other clients not participating in
t he projects projeet.

(e) The achi evenent of individual treatnent goals or
out cone neasures established for each client participating in
the projects projeet conpared to other nental health clients.

(f) Any denobnstrated inprovenments and e+ cost savi ngs
in the delivery of community-based nental health treatnent and
support services, including an explanation of the anal yses
used in deternining cost savings.

(g) Al nonitoring and oversi ght conducted by the
Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services or the Agency for
Heal th Care Admi ni stration.

(h) Any existing or appointed |ocal advisory group
assisting in the design and i nplenentati on of the projects
project-.

(i The i npl enentation status of the project in each

district and identification of any problens with

i npl emrent ati on.

(j) Any adverse outcones resulting fromthe projects,

including conflicts of interest.

A report of the independent eval uation of these projects which

addresses the findings and recommendati ons of the eval uation

shall be provided to the appropriate | egislative substantive

committees and the departnent. A prelimnary report is due by
Decenber 31, 2005, and the final report is due by Decenber 31,
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2006, including the elenents specified in this subsection and

reconmendat i ons concerni ng whet her and how to expand the

client-directed and choice-based pil ot project and the pilot

project for children.

(4) The departnent shall work with the agency and the

Di vi si on of Vocational Rehabilitation of the Departnent of

Education to deternmine the feasibility and cost effectiveness

of obtaining federal waivers to support the expansion of the

client-directed and choi ce-based pil ot project.

Recomendations relating to the use of waiver funding which

address any requirenents relating to eligibility for fundi ng

and the managenent of the funding nust be included in the

report to the Legislature.

(5) The departnent shall subnit reports to the

Legislature reflecting the progress of the client-directed and

choi ce-based project and the pilot project for children. At a

m ni nrum the reports nust include how project funds are

al | ocated and nanaged for each district, project staffing, the

nunber of participants in the project, the nunber of

partici pants who | eave the project and why they | eave, the

percent age of service plan and recovery plan goals that are

net by program partici pants, and how reconmendati ons fromthe

annual independent eval uation are incorporated into practice.

The first report is due to the appropriate |egislative

conm ttees by Decenber 31, 2005, and a final report is due by
Decenber 31, 2006.
(6) This section expires July 1, 2007.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 2894

Cbnt i nues the client-directed and choi ce-based pil ot project
in District 4 and authorizes the Departnent of Children and
Famlies to expand the pilot to one additional district rather
than inplenenting the initiative statew de.

Aut hori zes the Departnent of Children and Famlies to ]
implement a pilot nental health treatnent and support services
project for children rather than directing the departnment to

do so.

Directs the department to establish procedures for the
operat{on of the pilot projects prior to expanding the
proj ects.

Directs the departnment t work with the A?ency for Health Care
Adm ni stration and the pa rtment of Vocational Rehabilitation
to explore obtainin fed eral waivers to support the expansion

of the pilot rOJec rat her than dlrectlng hese organi zati ons
to inplenment the waivers statew de.

Modi fies requirenents for reports to the Legislature fromthe

i ndependent ‘eval uator an he depart nent.
e of the secti

t on governing the pil ot
4 to July 1, 2007.g d P

r
dt
Ext ends the expiration da
projects fromJuly 1, 200

5

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




